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to be launched tomorrow 
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NPA declares ceasefire 


in Mt. Bulusan villages 
By Bobby Labalan, Delfin Mallari Jr. 

and Nino Jesus Orbeta 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 

SORSOGON CITY—WHLE THE MILITARY S GIRD- 
ing for an all-out war against the communist New Peo- 
pis Ay in Luzon, NPA queris Sorsogon yostre 


‘ay sald they would not attack government forces help- Bat 


ANCED 
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"7 Bulacan governor slams 
Palparan’s one-man army 


By Fe Zamora, Tonette Orejas 
and Christine O, Avendaño 
AT LEAST THREE MILITARY GROUPS ARE CON- 
‘ducing counterinsurgency operations in Bulacan, 
and each в apparent Independent of the other, ao- 
cording to Bulacan Gov. Josefina de la Cruz. 

One groups headed by an enlisted man who re- 


ing vilagers around the restive Bulusan volcano. 
# NPA DECLARES/AS 


US PUTS UP A SHOW FOR CHINA. For the first time, the Chinese military observed US military exercises from aboard the air 
raft from the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps 


bomber along with other 


Government to go after companies pa 


Recycled 
budget gives 
GMA P48B 


By бй С. Cabacungan Jr. 


NO WONDER SHE'S NOT DISAP- 
pointed with the nonpassage of 
her proposed P1.05-trillion bud- 
get for 2006 that will result in the 
reenactment of last year's budget 
of P907 S6 billion. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is 
sitting on a virtual pork barrel of 
at least P48 billion under a reen- 
acted budget due хо Congress’ 
failure to pass the 2006 budget, 
according to one of the country’s 
economic managers. 

= Pork barrel funds are items in 
the national budget that are usu- 
ally spent on the pet projects of 
legislators or the President. They 
dre sources of hefty kickbacks. 
Before the budget talis in the bi- 
cameral conference committee col- 
lapsed two weeks ago, the Presi- 
dent had said that she wanted an 
“alhor-nothing” budget, hinting 
thata reenacted budget was prefer 
able to any budget that fell short of 
her proposal. The Senate had cut 
P63.7 bilion fom Malacafangs 
proposed budget for 2006, 

"The economic manager, who 
requested anonymity because he 
маз not authorized to speak on 
this matter, said a reenacted bud- 
get would give Ms Arroyo full dis- 
cretion on how to spend the P21 
billion in nonrepeating projects 
and the P27.7 billion in interest 
savings from the 2005 budget, 

RECYCLED/AS 


By бї С. Cabacungan jr. 
and Frank Cimatu 


(except for Charlie “Atong” Ang). 


and ex-convict Mark Jimenez. 


VIGAN CITY—THE GANG'S ALL HERE. 


President Macapagal-Arroyo yester- 
day attended what became a virtual re- 
union of her ousted predecessor's 
“midnight Cabinet,” hobnobbing with 
the likes of locos Sur Gov. Luis "Chav- 
it” Singson, businessman William 
Gatchalian and former Manila Rep. 


‘The place was Singson's compound 


‘Thursday, June 22, 2006 


VA 
| 


‘THE GANG'S (NOT QUITE) ALL HERE. President Arroyo attends the birthday lunch of locos Sur Gov. 
Chavit Singson (et) who jests that the party is really a reunion of sorts of the so-called Erap midnight 
Cabinet what with Mark jimenez around (standing, right) but it “lacks a quorum." 


‘Midnight Cabinet’ misses Atong 


known as “Baluarte,” and the occasion 
‘was the lunch party for his 6Sth birth- 
day, at which Ms Arroyo was the guest. 
of honor. 

Jimenez stole the show from the 
birthday boy when he made a late en- 
trance, dressed in a white Tshirt and 
pants and kissed Ms Arroyo's hand. 

The President arrived in Vigan at 1 
pm. had lunch with Singson and se- 
lect VIPs at the main dining ball, and 
eft Ilocos Surat 3 p.m. 

During her visit, she opened the city 

MIDNIGHT/AB 


[Job fair for ‘differently abled’ soldiers 


By Nikko Dizon man lost a leg ina battle. He end- 

ed up collecting old bottles 
around Port Bonifacio to sell and 
earn his keep. 

Мо one even knows if he is still 
alive, Dr, Peter Galvez, medical of- 
ficer of the Department of National 
Defense, told the Ingumen on Mon- 
day. "We hope he still is, We want 
to find him because we feel respon- 
sible for him,” Galvez said. 


‘THE STORY OF THIS DISABLED 
soldier is one that has made the 
rounds among his comrades. 
* But none of them knows his 
бате, or can say what had hap- 
pened to him. One vaguely re- 
members watching a feature 
about him on TV a few years ago. 
All they know is that this Army 


pe--— ——— cJ e —áü В. 


disabled soldiers in and out of 
the service and their depen- 
dents find employment outside 
the military. 

More than 60 companies are 
Joining the fair Around 20 of 
them are open to hiring appli- 
cams with physical disabilities. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo is 


IfGalvez had his way he would 
have wanted to locate this soldier 
by today, when the DND and the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines 
а job fair for disabled sol- 
diers at Camp Aguinaldo in part- 
nership with other government 
agencies. 
‘The fair, called "Kabuhayan 
para sa Kawal па nagka-Ka- 
Pansanan (K3)," aims to help 


У carrier Ronald Reagan held in the Phil 


arena алайны: MIRREN 


ports only to Maj. Gen, Jovito Palaparan, chief of 
BULACAN A 


ine Sea on Sunday. An Air Force B-2 


fly over the carriers aside from Ronald Reagan, the Kitty Hawk and Abraham Lincoln for Exercise Valiant Shield. (Story on Page A8.) 


NPA ‘taxpayers’ warned 


ying ‘revolutionary taxes’ 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


PEOPLE OR BUSINESSES PAYING “REVOLUTION- 
ary taxes” to communist rebels, whether willingly 
or not, are now in the cross hairs of Malacafiang as 
part of its campaign to bleed the finances of the 
rebels dry. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Епшйа sed authorities would 
Sep up the campaign against 
those giving financial contribu- 
бош to the Communist Party of 
the Philippines and ks armed 
Wing, the New People's Army 

Certain logging, telecommuni- 
cation, transportation and con- 
Suction companies are said 10 
фе giving millons in revoludon- 
ary tax to che NPA 

Failure to pay the ta usually 
results in the heavy equipment, 
Buses or cell sires of these compa- 
mies being torched or bombed by 
The rebels 

“Dont give aid or comfort to 
the enemy he said yesterday at 
his weekly news conference 

Ermita said the government 
wouid “definitely” go ater "any- 
ne who abets insurgency” 

they would be appropriately 
charged should authorities find 
©ш who and what they are doing 
то contribute to the cause ofthe 
NPA through revolutionary ta 


Sin’s courage recalled 
on 1st death anniversary 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


HOW DOES A COUNTRY RETURN 

a favor to а man its people have so 

much to thank for? 
Jaime Cardinal Sin, the most 

revered Filipino Catholic bishop 

in recent history, would be best 

honored by emulating the ideals 

he shared and fought for 

throughout his life, his longtime 

protégé said yesterday 
"We must never allow 

courage to die in the Philip- 

pines. We must never allow 

courage to die out in the 

Church, Bataan — Bishop 

Socrates Villegas said in his 

homily during the Mass marking 

the first death anniversary of 

Sin, FONDLY REMEMBERED: Book 
Sin, an Aklan native whose launch and Masses mark tho first 

SISCOURAGEAB death anniversary of Cardinal Sin, 


es,” the executive secretary told 
reporters. 

Ermita urged the people to 
help the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and the Philippine 
National Police identify those giv- 
ing contributions to the NPA. 

The CPP and the NPA have 
come to rely heavily on revolu- 
tionary taxes to sustain their op- 
erations because their being list- 
ed asa foreign terrorist organiza- 
tion by the United States and the 
European Union has cut the flow 
of funding from their supporters 
abroad, 

Fees paid by politicians that al- 
lowed them to campaign during 
the 2004 national elections in 
NPA-influenced or controlled ar- 
eas were another source of mon- 
ey for the rebels. 

Ermita said the NPA was using 
the money contributed by indi- 
viduals and businesses to buy ra- 
dio and guns that are used 
against government soldiers. 
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By Michelle Remo and Doris C. Dumlao 


THE WORLD BANK HAS APPROVED A $200 MIL- 
lion loan to the Philippines, its biggest to the 
country in 10 years, to address the declining qual- 


ity of basic education. 


1n announéing the loan yester- 
day, World Bank country director 
Joachim von Amsberg said the bank 
agreed to invest more in the Philip- 
pines because of the governments 
improving fiscal situation, which re- 
flected the county’s improved ca 

pablli to service obligations. 

‘We can increase it (оба! devel 
opment assistance] Бесашве the fscal 
stuaton of the сошпу is more 
healthy now: Three years ago, we had 
to hold back wth our lending because 
we Fk that we would have тоб 
ce to the problem of increasing debt” 
Von Amsberg told reporters 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves said the World Bank assis- 
tance has a strategic focus: "fiscal 
reform in the short term and help- 
ing the Department of Education be 
more effective in the longer term." 

"The money will be used over 
the next five years to train the ed- 
cation systems staff in financial 
accountability improve teaching. 
standards and raise the quality of 
key courses like English, Filipino, 
math and science, the World 
Bank said ina statement. 

"The bank noted that wid the 
Philippines has been acclaimed as 
опе of the most highly educated 
counties inthe word, national and 
international tests had shown that 
the the country's human capital has 
been slowly eroding, largely a result 
of minimal investment in education 

Tt cited а 2003 study of trends 
in international mathematics and 
science that ranked the Philip- 
pines in the lowest 10 percent of 
Countries in both subjects. 

Tn the 2003-2004 school yea, 
only 20 percent of sixth-grade 
pupils and less than one percent 
of high school seniors had mas 
tered the basic competencies of 
key subjects, the study said. 

Government spending on so- 
cial services such as education 
and infrastructure has been con- 
strained in recent years by a large. 


budget deficit and heavy debt 
load of about P4 trillion. 

The government has undertaken 
fiscal reforms that included broad- 
ening the coverage of the value- 
added tax and raising the tax rate to 
12 percent from 10 percent to shore 
up revenues and allow it to spend 
more on social services. 

Von Amsberg said the recent 
fiscal reforms and resulting fiscal 
improvement have created a 
more favorable environment to 
support strategic reforms for bet 
ter public services, such as educa- 
tion sector reforms. 

“The World Bank strategy for 
the Philippines is designed to 
support chose strategic priorities 
in the national budget that 
achieve fiscal stability and im- 
proved governance," he said. 

‘The Department of Finance be- 
gan talks with the World Bank 
апа other foreign lenders on their 
ODA program for the Philippines 
starting this year and over the 
next three years. 

The DOF said projects and pro- 
grams proposed by the govem- 
ment for ODA funding focused on 
the development of the country’s 
fiscal and power sectors. 

"The World Bank and the Philip- 
pines also signed an agreement 
On Wednesday to oversee a $1 
million grant given by the 
Japanese government to prepare 
private sector support for the 
‘country’s power reform project. 

Teves said the grant wil suppor 
the design of risk mitigating measures 
in the counays power supply, wans- 
mision and disrbuton systems, 
‘which would help improve investor 
confidence in the privatization of 
state-run National Power Corp. 

The government has set a goal of 
reducing its budget deficit from 
P146.8 billion ast year to only P125 
billion this year, or 28 percent of 
gross domestic product. With re- 
ports from Reuters and AP 


NO GUARANTEE: Former President Joseph Estrada gives an interview after another day in court. 
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$200-M loan for education 
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Erap lied in testimony, prosecutors say 


STATE PROSECUTORS YESTERDAY SOUGHT 
to discredit deposed President Joseph Estrada's 
testimony on his plunder charges, accusing 
him of lying in court when he denied allega- 
tiohs of kickbacks from government contracts. 
Special prosecutor Dennis Vila-lgnacio 
told the Sandiganbayan Special Division that 
the former leader had given inaccurate state- 
ments when he testified last month that he 
never gave any government guarantee to 
loans that were entered into by state compa- 
iting documents he got from the Office 
of the President, Villa-Ignacio said Estrada 
had agreed to guarantee nearly 45 billion 
уеп ($387 million) in numerous soft loans 
from Japanese aid agencies in 2000. 
"Wejave documents to prove tha Биа; 
да approved and signed several contract? 
with the government acting as à guarantor 
for the loans said Villa-Ignacio. 2 
But Estrada's lawyer Jose Flaminiano 
said none of the documents presented by 
Villa4gnacio was a sovereign guarantee 
but were “full authorizations" to enter into. 
various deals in behalf of the government. 
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as “guarantor” 

Villa-ignacio also insisted on playing а 
videotape on the contract signing of a con- 
troversial power plant deal. 

Bur the anti graf court stopped him from 
playing the tape without showing frst a copy of 
the contract that was signed by Estrada in 
1998. 

The video clip showed Estrada in a con- 
tract signing ceremony wherein he allegedly 
gave sovereign guarantee to the Industrias 
Metalurgica Pescormona Sociedad Argeptina 
Clipse). 

"The court also blocked the prosecution's 
effort to introduce new evidence outside 
Estrada's testimony. 

The court stopped Villa-Ignacio from ask- 

p Estrada about a private company owned, 

y one of his alleged mistresses and about 
an expensive mansion in Forbes Pak in, 
Makati City which was given as a wedding 
gift to his daughter, Jackie Bjerco-Lopez. 

Sandiganbayan Presiding Justice and 
special Division chair Teresita de Castro 
chided Vila-lgnacio for asking questions 
‘which the magistrate deemed unfair for the 


anti-graft court and the former leader. 

De Castro and Special Division Associate 
Justices Francisco Villaruz and Diosdado 
Peralta took turns in explaining that it 
‘would be unfair to Estrada and the defense 
panel if the prosecution would be allowed 
to play the video without producing in court 
the contract that was supposedly signed by 
Estrada. 

Villaruz said there would be no basis to 
show the video if Estrada and his lawyers 
would not be confronted with the contract it- 
self and therefore the court would not allow 
it 

“If you want to show the video, you have to 
produce the contract first,” he told Vila-lgna- 

Estrada maintained that he never signed 
any agreement extending sovereign guaran- 
tees to any government project. 

That was my policy during my adminis- 
tration because sovereign guarantee was 
disadvantageous to the government and it 
was my duty to protect the government," he 
said. — Reuters with a report from Nelson 
Flores 


Taulava seeks review 
of tax evasion charge 


BASKETBALL PLAYER PAULIASI TAULAVA 15 
set to ask Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez for 
a review of the tax evasion charges which a 
state prosecutor has filed against him before 
the Makati Regional Trial Court (RTC). 

Taulava, through his lawyer Eduardo Fran- 
cisco, will also ask the Makati RTC, to sus- 
pend court proceedings on the case pending 
the resolution of his appeal with the DOJ. 

Francisco stressed that there has never 
been any “willful intention” on the part of 
Taulava to evade paying taxes. "On the con- 
trary, there has been a continuing effort by 
Mz Taulava to serde his tax liabilities with the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR),” he 
stressed. 

At the same time, Francisco clarified that 
Taulava did not blame the Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT) nor his Talk 
“N Text team for the tax woes he is facing, but 
rather his "lack of vigilance” and his over-re- 
liance on unscrupulous accountants who pre- 
pared his income tax returns. 

In her resolution, State Prosecutor Ma. 
Cristina Montera-Barot recommended the fil- 
ing of the following cases against Taulava: 

“® Failure to file Income Tax Returns for 
taxable years 1999-2003; 

ilure to register as professional bas 
player for taxable years 1999 and 


pay the annual registration fee 
for taxable years 2002 and 2003; 

‘© Securing more than one Tax identifica 
tion Number (TIN). 

“Taxes in the amount of P3.7 million had 
been properly deducted and credited to Mr. 
Taulava by Piel and PLDT from 1999 to 
2003. The corresponding withholding tax re- 
tums had also been filed with the BIR by the 
two companies,” said Francisco. 

According to Francisco, Taulava did not file 
income tax returns for 1999 and 2000 on the 
advice of his then manager, Ricardo Santos 
and his accountant who said there was no 
need for him to do so under the National In- 
ternal Revenue Code (NIRC) of 1997. 

Francisco said this was based on the as 
sumption that Taulava, as an employee of 
PLDT, received purely compensation income, 
and thus was exempted from filing income 
tax returns from 1999 to 2001. 
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But he stressed chat everything Taulava did 
was in good faith, without malice and without. 
the intention of running away from his obli- 
gation to pay income taxes to BIR. 

“Fact is that Mr. Taulava filed ITRs for 2002 
and 2003 after a new accountant told him 
that her predecessor erred in his advice to 
him. Also, Mr. Taulava wrote the BIR Commis, 
sioners Parayno and Buñag two letters dated 
July 6 and Sept. 5 of 2005, expressing his will- 
ingness to setde his tax liabilities. But the BIR 
has not given any response to the twin let 
ters," Francisco said, 

The BIR has assessed that Taulava's tax lia- 
bilities from 1999 to 2003 amounted to P8.4 
million, including the principal of P3.6 mil 
lion and penalties and surcharges amounting, 
104.87 million. 

Taulava said he issued checks to his new ас. 
countant to cover tax payments for the years 
2002 and 2003. 

Based on the accountants affidavit, but 
which was not considered by Barot, she ens 
cashed Taulava's cheques for tax payments 
and gave the money to а BIR employee fot 
payment to be made on Taulava's behalf, 

The accountant said the BIR employee, as it 
tumed out, provided Taulava with forged 
TTRs and гап away with the player's money. 
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PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL ARROYOS 
nais Face the 


plan by opposition lawmakers to file a 


new impeachment complaint against i 
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Aussie aid 
ys bird flu 


AUSTRALIA HAS EX- 
tended а $4 milion 
grant to the Philippines 
to fund preparations 
lor natural disasters 
and a bird flu outbreak, 


e e 
the Аштап Embassy 
nounced yeserdsy. 
} Angus Macdonald, 
head of the Australian 
‘Agency for Inema- e 


onal Development in 
jhe Philippines, said 
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Prices of Copper and Aluminum, both key materials in the manufacture of air conditioners, 
have increased by 185% and 75% respectively as dictated by the world market. 


We continue to stand by our commitment to provide you with only the best in quality products 
and will never compromise the durability, reliability and safety of Carrier air conditioners. 


We are now constrained to raise our prices by an average of 8 to 10%. 


We are announcing our price increase this early so that you can buy our products now 
before the price increase takes effect on July 4, 2006 and while stocks last. 


WINDOW ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS 


SUGGESTED SUGGESTED 


PRICE PRICE % PRICE PRICE. % 
O.5HP ‘Now "ТАРСЕ INCREASE INCREASE 0.75HP ‘Now FETAL TRICE CREASE INCREASE 


Standard 9,379 | 10,123 744 Standard 13,540 14,615 | 1,075 


Deluxe 9,891 10,678 787 Deluxe 14,078 15,171 | 1,093 
Remote 10,404 | 11,234 830 &f »[ Remote 14,591 15,772 | 1,181 


SUGGESTED SUGGESTED PRICE 


PRICE PRICE % Р 
1.0HP ‘Now "ТАРСЕ INCREASE INCREASE HP REMULY4 INCREASE 


Standard 14,678 15,866 1,188 8% Standard 17,076 1,281 
Deluxe 15,575 16,838 1,263 8% Deluxe 17,899 1,345 
Remote 16,216 17,532 1,316 8% Remote 18,788 1,414 


RETAIL PRICE 


PRICE flan price , PRICE % E ence PRICE 
.SHP ‘Now ary INCREASE INCREASE TULY4 INCREASE 


Standard | 17,230 18,632 1,402 8% Standard 
Deluxe 18,091 19,564 1473 8% Deluxe 
Remote 19,265 20,837 1,572 8% Remote 


UGGESTED PRICI 


PRICE qe E d 
2.5HP ‘Now "ТУСЕ INCREASE INCREASE 


Standard 24,672 26,649 1,977 8% 
Deluxe 25,430 27,472 2,042 8% 
Remote 26,245 28,355 2,110 8% 


HIGH WALL SPLIT SYSTEM AIR CONDITIONERS 
Xpression Alpha 


PRICE SUGGESTED PRICE % PRICE SUGGESTED риси % 
NOW JULY 4 INCREASE INCREASE NOW JULY 4E INCREASE INCREASE 


27,163 29,395 2,232 8% 22,038 23,850 1,812 8% 


30,238 32,742 2,504 8% 25,113 27,160 2,047 8% 


38,438 41,527 3,089 8% 33,313 35,982 2,669 8% 


42,538 45,956 3,418 8% 39,975 43,183 3,208 8% 


No. 1 in air conditioning 
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Job fair for ‘differently abled’ soldiers 


Frompage Al 


To date, the event is the most significant 
project of Kapagdaka (Kapakanan at Gabay за 
Dating Kaanyuan), the DND office created 
more thn a decade ago to help disabled sol- 

The impact of the President's declaration of 
an all-out war against communist insurgents 
last week just days before the job fair was not 
lost on Gálvez 


Promises should be kept 

‘The son of a retired Army general, Galvez 
said that to keep morale high in this fight 
against insurgents, the government should 
assure soldiers it would take care of them if 
anything happened to them in the battlefield. 

"When they are recruited, (government) 
tells them, ‘We'll take care of you. But are we, 
really?” said Galvez, 32. Soldiers lack equip 
ment and protective gear, he said. “From a 
doctors point of view, our soldiers are really 
in danger. We have to stand by our promises 
to them, 

Losing limbs, eyesight and often selfes- 
teem, only to be left alone by the military, 
an indescribable traumatic experience, sai 
Col, Rolando Jungeo, chief of the AFP morale 
and welfare division. 

icy are your fighting machines. Then 
they get injured. Suddenly they lose their 
skills and they feel worthless," Jungco said 


‘Differently abled’ 

Jungco said a computer literacy program 
or training in medical transcriptions or call 
Centers was among the feasible programs for 
What the colonel would rather call different- 
ly abled soldiers” 

Galvez said that Kapagdaka was also look- 
ing into longterm programs, such as retrain 
ing, setting up a convalescence home and pro- 
viding livelihood programs for heir families. 

Most of the disabled come from the Army 
and the Marines, the etl ront iners. Many 
Gf them were only in their early 20s when 
they ended up as amputees, deaf or blind. 

“There's Ше information from government 
les, but Kapagdaka was able to track down 
and notify 2.775 disabled soldiers about the 
job fair. Only 10 percent of the number re- 
ains in active service, said Capt. Epifanio 
Gaminde IY Kapagdska special projec offi- 

Gaminde, a 37-year-olå Scout Ranger, has 
been confined to a wheelchair for nearly a 
decade after a Moro insurgent sniper shot and 
hit him in the spinal cord in an encounter in 
Sultan sa Barongis, Maguindanao, on Dec. 9, 
1996. 


No money for prosthesis 

Не is among the five handicapped soldiers 
working at the DND since last year under a 
modest project Galvez initiated. 

Army Capt. Lorenzo Batalla Je, currently 

е oldest Army captain at 45, is Kapagdaka 
administrative officer. He walks with a cane 
апа brings around a colostomy bag, after a 

шег pierced his spinal cord. 

Army Corporals Edgar Centus and Dani- 
lo Laguitan, both 32 years old, are now 
with the DND public affairs office, moni 
toring broadcast news. Both lost a leg in 
battle zones in 2002. Both walk with artifi- 
cial legs donated by a congressman, The 
DND or the AFP does not have the budget 
for prosthesis or the replacement of a part 
of the body with an artificial device. 

Retired Army Col. Esmeraldo Romano, а 
Kapagdaka pioneer and now head of the 
Kapisanan ng mga Sundalong May Ka 
pansanan Inc. (KSKPD, stressed the need for 
disabled soldiers “retooling” to equip them 
for jobs outside the AFP. 


New skills required 

“1 think the President is too forward lo 
ing without seeing the basi problem that sol 
diers need to be trained with new skills ас 
cording to their disabilities,” Romano said, 

^ graduate of the Philippine Military 
Academy Class 72, Romano was а 23-year- 
old lieutenant when he was shot in the head, 
paralyzing the right side of his body. 

Athe KSKPI, which also runs a cooperative 
for disabled soldiers, nine amputees are doing 
office work, Now in their late 30s or early 40s, 
these army enlisted men were wounded in ac- 
tion ‘while in their 20s and were separated 
from the service, 

"They get a minimal pay to supplement ап 
equally meager pension of P1,700 a month. 


New challenges 

Despite the feeling of being shortchanged, 
these soldiers view thelr disabilities as new 
challenges. They maintain that their sacrifices 
were worth it because they fought for the 
country. They also said such a fate came with 
being soldiers. 

Gaminde said their disability should even 
‘encourage soldiers in a similar situation to 
find ways to prove their worth 

Gaminde, who received a Gold Cross for 
the Maguindanao encounter, himself took 
up а masters degree in public manage- 
ment at the University of the Philippines. 

It's a matter of perspective, he said, and 
having a solid support from the soldiers fami- 
1 
а ‘There were several disabled soldiers who 
committed suicide, Others had been left by 
their wives, while some ended up as mendi- 
tants, Gaminde said. 

‘Most of them do their best to fight off Com- 
plete Disability Discharge (CDD), which es- 
Sentially told а batrle-scarred soldier that he 
was no longer needed. 

"Tee, vn remain in the military face 


setbacks in promotions. 

"My career asa soldier may be over, but not 
my career as a father and husband. 1 still have 
to provide for my family,” said Gaminde, 
whose children were only one and two years 
old when he was shot by an enemy. 


No cryingin corner 

Romano added that they at the КЅКРІ 
could have chosen to just cry in one cor- 

"gat we didn't, Despite getting practically 
nothing fom the miltary and the govern 
ment, we opted to go on with our lives,” he 
said. 

Gaminde said: “It was our choice to be- 
come soldiers. We know the sacrifices we 
‘would have to make. We can't complain. We 
should accept it, live by ic Ies as simple as 
p 

But for Galvez, itis still the government's 
“moral obligation to release soldiers from the 
service as productive and responsible citi- 


Force Sgt. Adolfo Arci 


duty working at the d. 


Un 


ONE-ARMED S/Sgt. Henry Tuyay (left) is now a paid volunteer in charge of 
membership of the Kapisanan ng mga Sundalong may Kapansanan Inc. Air 


ila, who's still in active service, applies for membership. 


Atright, Cpl. Edgar Centus walks on an artificial leg, but he is still on active 


iefense department as a media monitor. 
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Bulacan gov slams Palparan’s one-man army | — Puno seeks equal 


From page At had no authority over Hilario. (That could happen), he said when heard gunshots. 
EN tnmy Dion, "C RE оте At ges Sed ушту um he molle Bt а dope benn ВЫ. role for PNP 
Tnanintervew withthe INQUR- around using alases, does not even hone “Bur thats only temporary paran and Bulacan officiais led by 
топ Tuesday, Dela Cruz sald the. wear the тау олот and be and with the approval of barangay Rep Loma Siverio the general de- | INTERIORSECRETARY RONAL” campaign.” 
enlisted man was the “right-hand reports only ro one person Genel cpa” niet his men's involvement He said | do Puno yesterday said he was Under the law, the PNP is in 
man of Palparan. рап," бе governor sid Pr an said his oops were me- rey was the mare for the | asking President Arroyo to bse charge of internal security op- 

"She denifed him as M/Sgk sorting to using the facilities for lack killings. wo executive orders that would erations in remote barangays, 
Rizal Hilario, "us Role Casio, Detachments operational finds. have the Philippine National Po- but if the police are attacked, 
the berdugo (butcher) of General In both Bulacan and Pampanga, _ When [have the money I would Climate of fear lice playing an equal role with then the military comes in, Er- 
EG eh o angay bals a Trier ce me 

he operations of Hilario/Castl- are being used as “detachments” ler ofthe Pampanga based 69th | surgency campaign, and depu. — "We domt know wheth 

les group ave apparent been sokie deployed by Pipam о ur. Ath Infantry Battalion Fe oid М niic were going | барии ӨЙ, parie. herein still à necessity se 
EU ен bee President Бап aren peni as reel ais, De la Ouz said she had had o from house to house for an in | ularly barangay tanod, to assist EO on this matter]; he said, 
сараи Arroyo announced het said leaders of the militant Bagong verify Hla’ unit and identity on formation drive” or to verify the | inthe drive. adding that he would suggest 
dmiisadons all-out war Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan). herown.ShessdtheAnnyhadcon- identities of civilians with sus- Puno said he was seeking an that Puno review the law. 
met communist insurgents. Vilage’ officals in Mabalacat fired that Hiro was assigned pected tiesto rebels. active role for the PNP because 

‘De la Cruz said Bulacan residents town and in the cities of Angeles and мій the 24th Infantry Battalion. ‘Bayan-Central ‘communist insurgents were Goodidea 
had complained about Hi- San Femando in Pampanga con- She also said Hierios last known i Continuing to attack police ка. Ermita, however, said the 
Jario/Castillo's abusive behavior as firmed the soldiers’ use of the facili- address was 40 Ramos St, San Jose i tions in remote areas. proposal for the PNP to depu- 
early as January or about four ties—but only as seeping quarters, Cty Nueva Ecja. - В “Our principal concerns will tize barangay tanod in the 
months after Palparan assumed they said. “You can be sure that every time be defense. We want to defend campaign was a good idea. 
command of the 7th ID. The officals asked not to be he leaves Nueva Ecija, people will our far-reaching police stations Puno said the government 

Milan goushaveatebure to named, saying the military might disappear in Bulacan,” te governor so we wil protectour outy- would not алп the barangay 
Palparan some 500 cases of human think they were siding with leftist said. abnormal situation, as if there's mar- ing stations first and then in- tanod but enlist their assistance 
gis abuses in Cengal Luzon, groups The 24th Bioneofsixbatalions tal rule” тойу our community rea. in community efforts “at uying 
Samar and Mindoro. “They said the soldiers had asked under Palpaans 7h ID. kisbasedin _ He pointed out that soldiers were | tons’ group efforts,"hetold re. to educate our barangays and, 

mar and MIRÛD: o ier two (олиге ue he baran. Baran ЫШ some of is toops have roaming the vilages in full tarde | porters after attending the ofcourse, uying to assist our au- 
groups were the Seth infamy Ви. gay halls been reported operating in Bulacan gear warding ceremonies of the thoridesalso" 
talion under Lt Col. Noel Clement. "How can you say no to the mili- and even in Nueva Ecja, or wherev- Bayan members also reported Search for Best Peace and Or- But Isabela Gov. Grace Pada- 
anda “shadowy” band thar she bad tary especialy when they dently erPupara deploys them. er Ча many cases, ses were | derCouncisinMalacalang. са cautioned the government 
yetto unmask. M edes be wih General Pak. In March the Bulacan provincial entering houses without the owners’ | “The police participation in against deputizing barangay 

She said she had earlier raised е paran?” a vilage oficial said. board passed а resolution urging permission. “They just enter without | the anttinsurgency campaign tanod for intelligence work. 
issue of Hilario with Clement, think- ‘The officials also said the soldiers Palparan to pull out Hilario/Castillo а word, without any show | of cour- will focus on community rela- “I don't know if the people in 
т hatne шг woud be ina post werenotusing the facies asffes after residens of several towns iden- Kons rather than military oper. the barangay will agree to this” 
tien to discipline the enlisted man. orforstoring firearms and bullets. бей him as the leader of the mili- Чоп because we area civilian she told reporters. “For projects, 

But De la Cruz was surprised Palparan did not deny the те. tary team that raided their homes. agency and we do not want, ав OK; but for intelligence, mainit 
when Cement thehighes ming pors: De la Cruz sid the provincial suchas possible, to take рап doon (thats a hot issue) 
military officer in Bulacan, saidhe ° "Maaaring mayroong ganoon government wanted to ban Hilario iy in shooting," he added. Asked whether she support- 

“o alay the fears of wines ар But according to rece ed the governments all-out 

8 tending public hearings to invest secretary Eduardo Ermita, Re. war against communists, Pada- 
Corrections gate the killings and violence that public Act No. 8551 already са said the government should 
атаара ЕЕ Fave rocked the towns of San Tide- талабни the delineation of make sure that this would be 
IN THE JUNE 15 ISSUE, ап Асо Ве шерт т miel | fonen, San Miguel and Norzagaray fonctions between the PNP and complemented by “all-out де 
the name of a plant used as an alternative to fossil fuels. Аво | and Malolos Ciy since Palparan the AFP in the anti insurgency velopment” 
known as “tuba-tubang silangan,” the plant is called jat- | became 7th ID chief 
торна not jethropa. 


progressives, 
us аре! бине can ашына ing down ПЫ] oed oe 
INTHE JUNE 17 ISSUE, а news story on Page AS—"GMA to sign , the operations, "he said, adding: ^ — bility to an insignificant level” Kison 
терен of death penalty on eve of Vatican tipr—misstared the | , She smid Hato had abo ben инк, уе Sal male god we ofthe said Ё 
Tame ofthe president of Spain. Spain's presidents Jose Luis Ro. | dihe to the Feb. ] massacre of z tional funds har are being given What may be considered an “ir 
diues not Gonzales Zapatero. five farm workers at the CV Tamayo soldiers or were simply notin the vil- to us. We are confident that given significant level” is up to security of- 
ri Farms in Barangay Pinaod, San Iide- lages at the time they were invited the scans and support of aber ficals, he said. 
INLATER EDITIONS of he June 37 issue, a front page шу car. | fonao uf Зита, hare bem pur on he waned is. agencies of got and оюп | и меш lay enn of 
ried the erroneous headline—"693 cases filed all over RP: Joma | ould nor be canied out. Their relatives are being forced хо the general populace, we can ac. NPA swength is 7400 armed mem- 
ы abe er reba tora maaber шоч | Кошык 0 ымыы Teal. ae stes ey шү ба creber O ber who are concentrated in Luzon. 
ш еей commi by the New People's Army since | Member ming Sols, who was >. шї. Senga also said it was unfair for Оп June 16, Ms Arroyo an- 
Бае lee oe erate On trum мй иран | eat © cones tis осой Re. De Tope sid Мн эш militant groups to say that the nounced in Cauayan, Isabela, the 
аши Jose ма. Joma” Sison, founder ofthe Communit Paty of | "inemes begged off fom esting, making Юз of noises” agains the Plbilion fund alloted for the release of P1 billion to the mili- 
А знч Tis dey dere coner o hve presence of govemment forces be- allourwarwasa"murderfund” ау and police with orders, ас. 
ee survived their ordeal. cause their activities were being Mo нд cording to her са. of staff 
IN THE JUNE 18 ISSUE, an Across the Nation story on Page | , St said "Ka Rolie” bad esab- hampered А operations so that we can accelerate Michael Defensor to finish off the 
IN THE JUNE 18 SUE, on Mee te Noten ry св DE | eda tem rol sc ûe бербата ek елин = Ык паса E “eri 
tained erroneous figures from the Mines and Geosciences Bureau, | Stef the massac of why are they protesting our pres- said. cal areas” in two years. 
ОБРАНА дова прот а бе he uet bait Not zero acier mi Ge llr wo am 
"The article misstated the total number of vilages in Leyte. Te | тал gh group Karapatan quon н к шег said the aim 
province has 1366—not 1,46 — villages. ^ m the account of Melanie Cardinal, Adjusting targets ‘But Col. неа Kison, head ofthe to dramatically reduce NPA presence 
The number of villages with moderate to high degrees of sus- | Wit of ane of dhe farm workers AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Genoroso AFP public information office, said it in the critical areas of Central Luzon, 
cope to landolidesshauld have been 344—noe 190, accord. | „Cardinal sid sharon the evening Seng mid de miiy st по ombi m ийи the one ийип Lux мй Soma 
тоа Carifcation by he MCB. Crees барка modig ts campaign plan inor- New Peoples Amy's strength to “re. province within the nex two years 
qroacarfcationbythe MGB еруу. хароме | malearbedatthefarnlookngior der f mest the govemments 1 despie ihe Pion find and But be rune MM ie 
considered highly susceptible to landslides; 235—not 240—vil- | e umes and workers. timeblewlickthe insurgency.  аййозйлок timetable of six to 10 years” of fin- 
eres Naty тесен TS чйр з MESI CIC RIT ei eee Wee ai are ishing off he insurgency. With a re- 
low susceptibility. her into а room бот where she gets and priorities, and these are all to zero, but we ‘should be able to port from Dona Z. Paszibugan 
"The article alo mised hat 739 villages were not suscep; 7 н 
tible to landslides. The MGB did not make an assessment of NP d 
pie to indies Te ics di vot mate nimus | NPA taxpayers warne 
ally the MGB said that no such assessment was made in 775 
vilages. From page Al from foreign donors, especially violations, Ermita said. some Church leaders claim that 
oes those coming from Europe, ac. — Aside from moving to cut the government forces are behind the 
IN THE JUNE 19 ISSUE, the front-page banner story—"Loss of | Не did not give а ballpark fig- cording to Ermita sources of funding of the NPA, killings 
IN THE JUNE 19 ISSUE, the font page banner OY ош drop | ure, bur he acknowledged that “Thats what we wold our for. Malacafang has sianed doing М ew 
Mes "Church activin shot dead in Oroquieta. Tito Marata was | the money raised by theNPAfrom eign ambassadors that it wat propaganda work to gain public Meeting with bishops 
ead crt tein save he was пог a provincial officer of the | local sources could run to mil- sucha big thing that the CPRNPA support for its renewed drive Ermita said another group of 
Rural Missionaries of the Philippines. The murdered activist was | lions of pesos. ‘was included in the list of terror- against communist rebels. officials led by PNP Deputy Direc- 
Rural Missionaries of che pres ТЫ Ша арй ng | The miliary had estimare ironpmaions be said. Ts Emi а reporters tha fe тешеп М de 
Pilipinas in Western Mindanao. that the NPA was collecting at brought awareness to European cials met the other day with the with some members of the 
ee las ibsüonsmonhue gemens and тоот. Commision on Human gh 1 Catholic Bishops Conference of 
INTHE JUNE 201SSUE, a capion accompanying a photo oa Page | lutionary taxes in Mindanao, P20 mentorganizaionstharthemon- discus the accomplishments of the Philippines ro tee OR 
MEM ice aed the pace Берир QUY to oa Page | ilona month in Cenal Luzon ey they are sending are being the government-creared Task that the government was doing 
He aa ће Басе was шдеп. The poco | and abour the same amount in channeled for ше w something Free Ug everything to improve the peace 
راد ن‎ ротага Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, else other than whats good. "he tsk force is investigating and order. 
ate Batangas, Rizal and Quezon. x the spate of killings of leftist ас- "[And to assure them that the 
кы айка оаа ананна | Ru. И бы Sa Наа баас. агни райана сын КЫ Om es T 
to e BD BOK чйр: Bay ngurer POI Balding, Chino Roces Ау. | rebels were already bleeding fi- _Before the terrorist label, the чу. with the spate of killings,” he 
тас ser oe, Иа бо, A Not УЧУУ enel | mancal since ik was tagged а CPPNPA was abie ro get funding, At last 232 millones ave said. 
айти dye Qi ду may best wien | CRT by he Unk -from foreign, ‘donors through the been killed since President Maca- Ermita said the intelligence com- 
каб about loc of fares dis Renter. | ed States and the European groups “propaganda” that it pagalArroyo took office in 2001, munity was now saying that “there 
сот. ph ar Jax Nos. 897-47 93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone | Union a few years ago. heeded to promote human rights while 44 media people were are many indications that show 
Fumer a 69/6908 Local 342. fer being labeled а terrorist advocacy in response to the gor- killed during the period. they (NPA) are the ones doing the 
group the CEPNPA lost funding emmenrs alleged human rights Human rights groups and purging among their ranks. 


я Recycled budget gives СМА P48B 


П 
—_ f 79 From page Al cally up to the President. of the P27.7 billion in savings from in- 
Non-repeating projects are budget = terest payments 

tems that have been completed and ful. РІВ for military s 
redes wnder бе 2S budget Andaya said the P1 bilion thar the Noactual cash savings 
а he P96 milion earmarked President had earmarked forthemili- “You cannot translate that because 
jor he inegration imo the military of tary and police campaign to wipe out interest payments are automatically 
Pinos етет of the Cordilera Peo- the communist insurgency in north- appropriated. There are no actual cash 

DEXTERTON BUILDERS’ STOP EESTI I nr cman peer pn 
Be imane Budge’ Marikina Cry and two years would come from the P21 ‘The Senate had proposed a total of 


the PIO milion forthe Marala bridge in billion under a reenacted budget. P63.7 billion in cuts from the 2006 
Wo These heme have no alloca: Not all of the P21 billion will be budget—P26 billion from the P676 
ons inthe proposed 2006 budget. spent on new undertakings because billion in programmed spending for 
А there are items not covered by a reen- government agencies, including the 
naL] Savings from debt payment acted budget such as higher operating Office of the President and P377 bil- 
оправе AwAIT о THE Fin “The source said the government al- and maintenance costs, the budget sec lion from the PS7 billion in unpro- 
so realized P27 billion in savings, the retary said па phone interview, ‘grammed funds (money on stand by 
difference berween the budgeted and For example, last years budget covered for emergency purposes). 
Sctual interest payments in 2005. Фе salaries of newly hired teachers for Тһе P26-billion cut in programmed 
‘The stronger резо, бен drop in interest only six months and the govemment has funds include the P3-bilion Kilos Asen- 
rates and banerthanerpeced revenue 1o pay for their fullyear salary this year so Support Fund and the P3.69-bllion 
collection have cut the country's interest Kalayaan Barangay Fund that some 
below budget levels, giving Interest payments senators believe would be used by the 
Hr resident more dissesonary funds, "Бо its not necessarily rue that all President to push for Charter change 
according othe economic manager.” of the P21 billion will be disere- among local government units. 
Budge: Secretary Rolando Andaya tionary” said Andaya, the chairofthe _ Ms Arroyo herself had indicated that 
сойлей that Ms Arroyo would gain House appropriations committee be- (һе interest savings would be the source 
eens P21 bilion from nonrepeat- fore he was named budget secretary. оѓ the mulibilon-peso funds she dis- 
ing projects under areenacted budget Не, however, disputed the claim зей for agriculture, infrsructum, 
Pisis disbursement was practi. that the President would take control education and health services, 
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We don't need a Constitution 


that would: 


* Take away our right to vote directly for 
the President. 
Create a powerful Interim Parliament 
composed of incumbent politicians that 
would decide whether the 2007 elections 
will be held or not 
Create a super-President with additional 
Prime Minister powers 
Open the door for those in power to stay 
on indefinitely 
Weaken the Supreme Court as a check 
against martial law, abuse of power and 
violation of human rights 


These proposals take away power from 
the people and hand it over to those who 
already have too much of it. 


Constitutional reforms are best done 
through a more transparent Constitutional 
Convention after the 2007 elections, where 
any changes will not benefit those in power 
today. 


WE NEED 
REAL CHANGE. 


We need a strong social reform 
program now. 


This program requires а sharper focus 
and visible action on safety nets for the poor, 
especially in the areas of education, food 
security, health and housing; strict 
implementation of agrarian reform and 
environmental laws; a serióus and sustained 
fight against graft and corruption; and 
increased representation in Congress and local 
governments for marginalized sectors. 


We need electoral reforms now. 


A trustworthy electoral system is a 
fundamental building block of a democracy. 
А credible 2007 election can serve as an indirect 
referendum on the term of the present 
administration, so we can move on. 


Let us unite around democratic processes 
and urgent reforms. 


Ibalik natin ang tiwala sa ating mga 
institusyon, sa ating sarili, at sa ating 


demokrasya. 
c 


$ 
| $реаК ир 
for real change. 


Join us. Download our complete position paper 
at www.onevoice.org. ph 
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Chinese officers observe US military exercises 


ABOARD THE USS RONALD “We showed them everything better relations between ther wo descrbiig the visit as part of an edly considering adding aircraft were also participating. 
fesan Now that China has we do from top to bottom,” Kraft militaries, which cooled after the exchange. Carriers to ts navy, a move which “We're hoping that by allowing 
Reagan Now that Chine, es wid Wednesday Wegavethema capture of a US spy plane in 2001. “The invitation to observe the would significantly expand isca- them to come out and observe 
seen some of dud ard. very good, transparent look at The Reagon as hecent months US miliary exercises isa very im. pabiliy to project Из military some of our exercises here, that 
ost Power пана айтай Howwedo operations uthere.” expressed concem over Chinas portant component of exchanges power inthe region. they get а better feel for how we. 
кл ЖШ неча powh in may wen бе miltares of Оа 7 Kraft sait he believed the deies орала he sid 
leaders are hoping it will be their ces Sending and has criticized Bejing and the United States” the Xin- gation was impressed by the Rea. Representatives from Japan, 
summe, EE grate beca forits lack of transparent Maren юну m mese ра вы etel to comment Aull, South Korea, Rus 
"T think that would be the logi e Reagan is one of three cat- o sE quoted sm unidentihed defense gn whether Beijing might benefit and Singapore were also invited 
stop sal Cape Teny Kf who riers operating off the tiny US Pa- Hoping to be invited Sibay OUO NIRE Fela a en cp 
зер? said Capt Teny аЬ, идо eine teritory of Guam in the Kraft said he did not know of Kraft said the Chinese delega- pu ta ot çfi 
delegation of senior Chinese mili- largest exercise America has held апу specific plan for the Chinese tion included a navy admiral, two ‘Valiant Shield” From sea to cyberspace 
delegation of senior Chine USS inthis part of the word since the to reciprocate. But hesaidhewas air force generals and five other _ Along with the Reagan, the Оі refuse to comment on 
wy eem шош йе 059 Vietnam War Some 30 ships, 280 hopeful an Invitation would be officers, along withan interpreter USS Kty Hawk and Abraham the operational specifics of the 
Reagan for about 24 hours aircraft and 22,000 troops are forthcoming. Sinda state TY cameraman. Lincoln carierstrike groups were exercises, but say they cover the. 
прат for about 24 our е panicipating in the fvrdaywar  “Iwould jump at the chance to ^ "They were very interested in joining the exercises, dubbed “full spectrum” of training for po- 
the Chinese military had been in- games, which end Friday go aboard а Chinese ship" he everything” he said allan Shield Airforce fighters tential threats, from undersea 
ited to observe US military exer. American officials are hoping the said. China, whichis already boost- and B-2 bombersoperatingoutof warfare to controlling cy 
Сз авама amiet the Chinese wil zı China's official media was аво ing йз submarine бен, is report. Guams Andersen Ar Force Base berspace 


NPA declares ceasefire in Mt. Bulusan villages 


From page Al 3 for about 17 minutes before the 

"The assurance was relayed to 5 volcano calmed down again. 
the Ingumer by "Samuel Guerrero," у x in its bulletin, the Philippine In- 
the alias used by the spokesperson siae of Volcanology and Seismol- 
of the NPA Celso Minguez Com- Ке ogy said ash and steam emissions 
mand, which oversees all rebel op- 3 coincided with heavy rains that 
erations in Sorsogon. Е " 1 generated lahat and muddy stream 

"The Arroyo administration earli- — ` flows on the volcano’ slopes. 
егаллошкей that Sorsogon would È da 5 А 
фе a fous, along with other Luzon y * р No imminent major eruption. 
provinces, of stepped-up military Despite such activity, there is 
‘operations and development aid x no indication that a major erup- 
aimed at defeating the rebels in E x : 4 tion is imminent, according to 
these areas in two years. 3 3 Phivolcs. 

‘Guerrero said the Celso Minguez { ш а Even so, Ms Arroyo has or- 
Command had ordered із cadres Я ^ = 1 dered the evacuation of some 
and guerillas in the province not to 55 1 20,000 families living within the 
harm military and police personnel [з : 2 volcano's 4-km radius to ensure. 
engaged in relief work and evacua- Я р 5 $B there would be no casualty in 
tion of villagers in the towns of r = ые > сазе of an eruption. 
rosin, Juban and Casiguran. M й MENT M “ЯЗ Communist rebels, who claim 

Earlier Wednesday, the com- 2 > » z seus 5 to havea presence in nearly 70 of 
munist-led National Democratic Ч ы ¥ AE the country’s 79 provinces, sus- 
Front of the Philippines said it Sape м 5% er; pended  Norwegian-brokered 
welcomed a government propos- WES Ў 1 : 2 y peace talks with the government 
al for а temporary ceasefire Sa АЫ с ge MES E Чё two years ago, mainly to protest 
around Mount Bulusan, 390 km E d ЗЕ Manila's refusal to ask the United 
southeast of Manila. RE pia т à я : d 5 States and the European Union to 

But the NDF human rights ЖА E #- Y > 3 . remove them бот terrorist 
committee chair, Fidel Agcaoili, N Ы blacklists. 
warmed in the same statement "The military has estimated it 
that the truce should not be used would take six to 10 years to wipe 
to bring US troops into the area Mount Bulusan,” Agcaoili said in a ing around Bulusan. who have been waging а ationofseveraldozen families, ош the rebels, but Ms Arroyo last 
on the southern tip ofLuzon. statement e-mailed to the houma The NDF senior official, howev- 37-year-old Maoist insurgency week seta timetable of two years 

President Macapagal Arroyo's from The Netherlands, where he ez wamed that the œ ire werercadytoaccepttheceasefin Fresh explosion and ordered the release of P1 bil 
chief of staff, Michael Defensor, and other communist leaders have “should not be used as a license by offer on humanitarian тошт On Tuesday night, Bulusan lion for the counterinsurgency 
on Tuesday said the-goveinment been on selfexile. the Armed Forces... to swamp the despite “the Arroyo regime’: . spewed ash in a fresh explosion, "campaign. 

Was ready to discuss possible co- He said фе NPA guerrillas affected areas with armed troops.” reat act of hostility against the prompting officials to evacuate at , The govemment has long ac- 
peration with communist guer- would observe a cessation of hos- and should alsonorbe used азай. revolutionary movement" feast 44 families in Casiguran’s “cused the rebels of extortion and 
fils around Bulusan despite her Чез in Bulusan, Casiguran and cense bythe USıo bringin miigary _ Armed forces Chief of Staff Barangay Mabini. economic sabotage. Ms Arroyo 
Tider Inst week for a new all-out Juban while relief efforts were forces to disasteraffected areas in Gen. Generoso Senga described Mayor Edwin Hamor said the has also claimed that communist 
Ofensivo against the NPA armed ongoing and unl it was safe for theguise ofhumanitarian relief” ће NDF statement as “welcome evacuees were brought to the rebels had teamed up with 
Wing of the Communist Party of displaced families to rerum to In the past, American troops news” as troops continued toas- Casiguran National Technical right wing elements in the mil 
the Philippines. their homes deployed for counterterrorism sist families around the volcano. High School. They гештей to tary in a Feb, 24 coup plot that, 

"We welcome the request of 3 nig have rushed to help Communist guerillas have re- their homes on Wednesday after- according to her, would have de- 
Mike Defensor... for a mutual NDF warning Philippine authorities struggling cently attacked troops near the noon strayed democracy in the Philip- 
Мане Deween the Armed According to Agcaoili, commu- with mudslides and other natural 1,56S-meter mountain, which The minor ash explosion, Bulu- pinesifit had succeeded. ИШ 
Forces and the NDFP in connection nist rebels themselves and their calamities. began emitting steam and ash in sans ninth the past three months, reports from Norman Bordado- 
with the expected eruption of allies are also assisting peopleliv- Aycaoili said NPA guerrillas, late March, triggering the evacu- маз accompanied by mild tremors г AP and AFP 


*Midnight Cabinet misses Atong Ang on Chavit's birthday 


From page At Singson yesterday told re- He said he did not approve of lucky" bracelet with the molars to become a sentor or whatever” рос» said Singson, who denied 
police station and inaugurated porters that he was not talking this administration's supposed of an elk he killed on a hunting Ви Jimenez said he was seared that he was acting as a bridge be- 
ive major economic projects for too much with Jimenez and kowcowing to every request of an tripin the United States. of running formayorof Manila next tween Jimenez and Ms Arroyo. 
Tocos Sur Gatchalian because they were accused man like Estrada. А year ana not because he was afaid „o, 

‘She has attended all but one of “talking about the billions of pe- Тһе governor wamed that if of losing to Sen. Panfilo Lacson. ‘Loving’ 
Singson’s birthday celebrations in sos that they gave Estrada in the the administration would insist afternoon, ^ “Can you imagine how long Aside from denying rumors of 
the ast five years. Jose Velarde’ account.” оп cutinga deal with Estrada for Jimenez visted Barangay Ora im the lines of people asking for help hi rerum to polities, Jimenez 

Each member of the Baluarte р. = the sake of reconciliation, it nearby Ваау town and doled if I win? There would be a line stressed that his donations and 
staff was dressed in а pink shire Birthday greetings from Atong would lead to its “self-destruc- ош money to residents. from City Hall to Caloocan and cash handouts should be seen “as 
With an image of the President Singson said Ang, another tion.” ‘Alocal broadcaster said he wit- another line to Cavite, and Td а sign of loving rather than help- 
printed on the back along with member of Estradas midnight ¢ z messed Jimenez handing out loseallmy money: he said. ing other people.” 

Singson’s words: ‘Napatneg rina- Cabinet, had phoned him ‘rom “Temporary allies’ P1,000 and Р500 bills even to “Td rather use my money in "When you do something out 
pudno nga kakedwa (А true the United States to greet him a Singson said his suppor for Ms children in the village. other ways outside c^ govem- oflove, you don't expect anything 
friend isimportanttohave).” happy birthday. ‘Arroyo was “all the way” despite Jimenez is in town because he ment, like [helping] schools in back When you help someone, it 

Ms Arroyo appeared pleased “We're in constant touch,” the their differences onthe handling of is an old friend of Singson's, the uplands," he added. means you want something in re- 
айол! her governor said of Ang, who remains the Estrada case and the commu- Michael Defensor, Ms Arroyo's _ Asked if he was afraid of Lac- гит. I don't want aaything бот 
the back of her shirt Snider house arrest in Las Vegas on nist insurgency ("The govemment chief ofstafî, said yesterday. зоп, who had reportedly cast а them,” he said 

HES thesuength of a Philippine goven. should continueto hold peacetalks Jimenez also wants to coalesce moist eye on Manila City Hall, Ви Jimenez was touchy when 
First time ины charging him with with the rebels”), and of Chanter with the Arroyo administration, Jimenez said: “I сап beat him pressed to disclose his net worth 

We're just short ofa quorum,” plunder: “Не is seriously thinking change С1 don't think shifting to a Defensor said, adding: even if Tm asleep." and where he was gening the 
said Singson, a mainstay of then of testifying against Erap.” parliamentary form of govemment “We can't prevene them (Jimenez Jimenez took pains to deny a money he was doling out. 
Puiden Joseph Esrades mid. Estrada also sent a greeting to  istheanswer Lo our problems). and Gaichalian) from coming here. claim made by Singson ea-lierin "i don't have money al of it 
nigh meetings ш Malacañang. Singson througha messenger but But he admitted thar therewas Maybe they want to help us in the the day that he would seek the comes from heaven. Don't seare 

Ws the feat time weve been the governor dismissed it as “a “no such thing as permanent [the plunder case against Esrada].” top Manila post in 2007. me. 1 already came from jail [in 
together [since Estrada's mere publicity stunt.” rends; saying that all were Defensor also said Jimenez might — Singon had told reporters: Ч the United States, for making ilie- 
ouster],” he said. More than five years after "temporary aliies in politics.” Бе seeking the adminisraton’s should know that he (Jimenez) is gal contributions to presidential 

Esvade's "midnight Cabinet” Estradas ouster, Singson still Hesaidthisadageappliedto“all blessings for the 2007 elections. running. I was the one who encour. candidates) "he told reporter 
was believed to have crafted most nurses а deep grudge against his politicians, without exception.” 5 aged and helped him run and winas _ Jimenez said he was not com- 
of his administration's policies. ex-buddy. “Everything has its limits, like Money lines ‘congressman (6th district, Mani)" pelled to disclose his net worth 

wae Spa expose sd 1 still believe that justice my alliance with Erap. When he “TÉ they want a ceaison, dont Ви Singson pointed out that because he wasa private citizen 
mony at Frais mpeachment ui. should prevail in [Estrada's] case. wed to ill me, I stopped being se any problem,” Defensor said. Jimenez did notneed Ms Arroyo's you have апу problem wilt 
ЖИН ied tthe fall Roo power ot And I hope it will come sooner his friend. If she (Ms Arroyo) “But for the пек election, endorsement to win as Manila that, go to heaven yourself and 
his former drinking and gambling than the end of this administra- wanted me killed, Fd leave her [Jimenez] has to pass through а mayor. pray, and God might give you 
buddy whom he sill calls “Мар” tion,” Singson said. too,” said Singson, who wore а prescreening comminee if he wants "Не is already helping the money" he snapped. 


Sin’s courage recalled on first death anniversary 


From page AI The сай for vigilance сате had either been killed or had “If God is with us, who can be suffering from sickness and old way into Eucharistic celebrations 
icy childhood almost kept him amid growing concerns over the gone missing since President against us?" he said. age during the last years of his and other events, including ral- 
from becoming a priest, is widely government’ all-out war against Macapagal-Arroyo assumed ог Villegas said Sin, who served "е, lies. "Because for somebody who 
acknowledged asthe driving spir- the communist insurgency with a fice in 2001 ss Manila archbishop for 29 des loves much, nothing is impossi- 
itin the peaceful revolts that funding of P1 billion and a two- " years, should also be honored for Debilitating ailment ble," he said. 
ousted Presidents Ferdinand year deadline. He taught us charity Же deep love and compassion he "We saw the debilitating signs “Cardinal Sin is dead, but the 
Marcos in 1986 and Joseph Estra- ` Members of the influential Ro- Іп а separate statement, Ville- shared throughout his Ме. ofhisailment."he said."Ihad ай. chari and the service for which 
dain 2001. тап Catholic hierarchy earlier gas deseribed Sin as someone “He taught us charity not only vised him many times о stay at һе lived must never be allowed to 
Present in the Mass were for- expressed concerns that thecam- _whowas alwaysbraveand ready love, not only eros but (also) home because to me, it was get- dic," he said. 
mer President Corazon Aquino, paign would lead to more human to fight.” agape (unconditional love), and ting to be a very humiliating ex- “Tes our tum to follow the foot- 
‘Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Fer. rights abuses. Villegas said his former men- there's no greater agape than to perience to go out in public to be steps that he has left behind. Let it 
Моо Filoni US Ambassador Human rights watchdogs tors courage wasnt simply brav- lay down your life for your carried around, to be pushed ina be a challenge because we need 
Kristie Kenney and Chief Justice counted more than 600 militant ery, but one that came from “his friends," he said. chair and to be unable to stand.” courage. We need more compassion 
Antemio Panganiban. group leaders and members who deep faith in God." Villegas recalled Sin's immense Still, Villegas said Sin found his and charity must always preval 
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Int'l liberal democrats open 3-day meet today 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


& 


| polyrnutan | 


of Asian Liberals and Democrats 
(САШ), Alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats from Europe (ALDE) and 
Liberal International (LI), according to 
Senate President Franklin Drilon, presi- 
dent of the local Liberal Party and the 
САР and host of the meeting. The offi 
cals include 30 members of Parlia- 
ments, senators, ministers 
and local and ni 
cials from Asia and Europe. 


ers and journalists in the Philippines. 

‘But for what в billed as the biggest ever 
gathering of international liberal leaders 
in Manila, the President of the host coun- 
try wil not be the keynote speaker. 

Instead, former President Corazon 
‘Aquino will deliver the keynote address. 
at the 3-day joint meeting of the Council 


‘According to a statement from Drilon's 
«fice, Ms Aquino will talk bout intema- 
‘ional migration, particularly the plight of 
millions of Filipino overseas workers, and 
the role of ега} democrats in the face of 
the economic and security issues in the 21st s 
century. Aquino's martyred husband, for- 

mer Sen. Benigno Aquino J. was an LP 
member and their only son, Tarlac Rep. Be- 
nigno “Noynoy” Aquino П, is the partys і 


curent vice chair. 


‘OVER 100 LIBERAL-DEMOCRAT LEAD- 
ers from 30 countries will meet today at 
the Philippine International Convention 
Center to discuss economic and security. 
challenges facing their nations, includ 
ing the series of killings of militant lead- 


Carmelita G. Perez; 63 


SGARWELIIA PEREZ PASSED AWAY YESTERDAY 
She was 63. 

‘She is survived by siblings and their spous- 
ез Vee and Rolly Garcia, Emy and Jorge Bus- 
tos, Ted and Irma, Joe and Cora, and Resty 
and Avie. Her remains lie at La Funeraria Paz 
Sucat, Parafiaque City inside the Manila 
Memorial Park. She will be buried in Masan- 
tol, Pampanga, today beside the graves of her 
parents, Res and Puding Perez, after the 8 
ат. Mass at the La Funeraria Paz Sucat. 
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Don't t exploit Marines rift, pols told 


EVEN AS ADMINISTRATION LEGISLATORS 
urged the Armed Forces to remain apolitical 
and wamed the opposition not to exploit the 
resignation of Marine Lt. Col. Orlando de 
Leon, Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel yesterday blamed President Macapa- 
gal-Amoyo for her alleged mismanagement 
ofthe military 

[De Leon's] resignation is a terrible. 
dictment of the Commander in-Chief's mis- 
management of the AFP and the coruption 
of some of its generals that have, in his 
‘words, led to the "loss of values that had 
characterized the conduct of military officials 
and men in the past” Pimentel said in a 
statement 

He said De Leon's charges were “validated 


the economy and disrespect for the Constitu- 
tion by he administration of GMA” 

De Leon qui last week as the Marine 
Corps chief of ай, he third highest робот 
in the service, ош of disgust over the sup- 
posed poliicling in the military His suongly 
‘worded resignation leer was leaked to anti- 
Arroyo groups and the media. 

‘Despite the harshness of De Leo's com- 
ments, however, the Marine Corps leader 
ship has not made any move to subject him. 
to disciplinary action. 

“There is no such initiative yet. So far he 
tas not been asked to explain,” said Marine 

LE Col. Ariel Сасшйал. 

He said Marine commandant Maj беп. 

Nelson Allaga was not offended by De ears 


“There's no problem with General Allaga. 
Нез okay. There is no problem,” Cacultan 
sid 


Lanao del Sur Rep. Benasing Macaram- 
bon said De Leon's resignation was appar- 
ently being used by crits of Ms Arroyo, not- 
ing reports that his resignation letter was cir- 
culated during an opposition impeachment 
forum at the Manila Polo Cub late Monday 

“The ugly head of politics is again creating 
intrigues among the few and the proud Ma- 
rine Corps. This matter i intemal to the 
Marines bur iis quite mysterious how his 
resignation letter landed in the hands of anti- 
Arroyo forces said Macarambon, vie chair 
of the House committee on rational defense 
and security. 


planning “Something new” against the Presi- 
dentin aniópaton ofthe ng of anoder 
complaint against her, 

“Weve seen this tactic before, in the series 
of press рю and ding the fit im- 
peshment bid, al of which fale, he said. 

Leyte Rep. Eduardo Veloso said De Leonis 
resignation coud be used by the oppostion to 
“again project cacks within the military orga- 
nization or peddle coup stories” to set the 
sage forthe fing of а new impeachment 
‘complaint agains the President. 

Veloso said the AFP rank and бе should 
ger opporuniss who are out to ше 


He said the AFP “does not need this dis- 
traction" especially with the military prepar- 


nist Party and its armed wing, the New Peo- 
ples Amy. 

But Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, а former de- 

fense minister, doubted De Leon's resigna- 
tion could fan disaffection and trigger a coup. 
ora withdrawal of support. 
„ "Опе colonel complaining will not mean 
the goverment being toppled. No way The 
government В not that bride,” he told a Sen- 
ate press forum. 

“Of couse, Im not saying that the govem- 
ment should not do something about t, gov- 
ernment ought to look into the problem, but 
for society to be taken aback or agog by the 
statement of a light colonel, he must be а 
Garibaldi or a Napoleon to make us cower" 
Enrle said. PhilipC Tubeza, TJ Burgonio 


by the continuing abuse of power, plunder of 


Gringo has 
no surrender 
plan—Enrile 


By T] Burgonio 


action. He said the opposition was apparently ing to launch offensives agains the Commu- and Dona Passibugan 


Graft raps filed over Masinloc sale 


THE MILITANT BAGONG AIYANSANG 
Makabayan yesterday fled graft charges 
against officials of the Power Sector Assets 
and Lablies Management Cop. 
(PSALM) for their allegedly questionable 
sale of the 600-megawatt Masinloc coal- 
fred power plant in Zambales. 

Bayan secretary general Renato Reyes Jt 
said the Masinloc deal was "tained by cor- 
ruption" and “a showcase of everything and 
anything that can go wrong in the govem- 
ments privatization progam for sate 


tine months from the date of the deals an- 
mouncement to pay the $227 milion. 

їп їз complaint, Bayan said the PSALM 
board had given YNN Pacific "undue con- 
cessions” that were disadvantageous to the 


The Masinloc power station, built by 
Napocor at a cost of $530 million in 1998, 
is a socalled merchant plant that does not 
hold any long-term power purchase agree- 
ments (PPAs) providing revenue guaran- 
tees. It means there would be no guaran- 
teed market for the power it produces. 

The consortium is tying to sign а PPA 
with Meralco because it was a condition of 
the Ranhil buy-out, Reyes said. 

Ranhil recently bought out its partners 
in the YNN consortium for $8 milion. By 
doing so, it also assumed the responsibility 
of coughing up the $227 milion. 

Again citing reliable sources, Reyes said 
that in exchange for agreeing to enter into a 
supply agreement with YNN, Meralco 
would be granted а rate increase as well as 
а favorable resolution of its P20-bilion set- 
tement case with Napocor 

Reyes said he did not think it was oinc- 
dence thatthe Energy Regulatory Comunis- 
sion has scheduled a hearing for a Meralco 
hike petition on June 27 just afew days be- 
fore the deadline for the YNN payment for 
the Masinloc plant. 

“We want to know if governments pres- 
suring Meralco to save the Masinloc deal 
through a supply contract with YNN or if 
Meralco is just riding on the issue so it can 
advance йз own business interests,” said 
Reyes. Abigail Ho with a report from Philip 
C. Tubeza and Tonerne Orejas, PDI Central 
Lazon Desk 


Napocor must 
pay taxes—SC 


By Armand Nocum 


“The most serious of these was the exten- 
sion ofthe deadline lat December 2005 for. 
YNN to pay $227 milion, representing 40. 
percent of the $5617 million acquisition 


FORMER SEN. GREGORIO "GRINGO" НОМА, 
san his no buen to come ош of hiding and 
tum himself in even though three of his alleged. 
toons inthe 2008 Oakwood muy in Маан 
iy had been aed 

Honasan, the aged brains ofthe mutiny who 
les manage to ehe ames so far folowing the 
arrest of his aides, made this known in a recent 
talk wih Sen Juan Poe Ene 

"Teall him to Бай out how he is He sid he 
was alL ight. Then, he did not бшу) that he was 
ing to surrender” Url said yesterday wien 
iei ina pres farum if бе former senator had 
sent feelers to surrender. 

The senator sid һе called Honasan a few days 
ж. 

Honasan was charged with several others with 
the etme of coup eatin cometon wih бе 
2003 mutiny on Rb. 24 the day Presiden Maca 
 pagal-Arroyo declared a state of emergency War- 
‘rants for their arrest were issued shortly after. 

His солавей ied Colonels Romeo Lo 
and Virgilio Briones—were arrested separately 
fa Sarurday in Quezon Cty Both are leaders cf 
the Philippine Guardians Brotherhood inc. 

"he groups spokesperson, Beso Maca, 
was arsed n Aprl in Su Ros, Laguna, also п 
Saeron wid he my 

Ble, wee is үйд Honasan dre back 
Benedict tery Dod 
ies sid he nee gave any advice то his farmer 
Protege on hom t lande De charges and the 
Subset manhunt against in. 

“T never advised him to do anything. He is ma- 
tue enough, we enough, ererencedenghm 
male a dien for hil wibou any aive 
from me,” he said at the forum. 

"he ple had pur up PS milion bounty for 
Honasan's arrest; P1 million for retired Capt. Felix 
“Turingan and P250,000 for George Duldulao and 
Lina Reyes, bh saliers of e omer seat 

n 27, 2003, a band of diqunded junior 
offers wok over the Oakwood Premiere im 
Маан iy to protest compton in the miary 
and demanded бе resignation of Ms Arroyo, de 
fense and military officials. 


THE SUPREME COURT YESTERDAY 
ruled that National Power Corporation 
(Napocor) was not exempt from paying the 
franchise tax. 

ina 13-page decision, the SC First Divi- 
sion upheld the Oct. 21, 2004 decision of 
the Court of Appeals declaring that the 
Napocor was liable for the payment of 
franchise tax under the Local Government 
Code (160). 

"The high court also ordered the state 
power firm to immediately deposit the 
‘amount ofP7.1 million in escrow with the 
Land Bank of the Philippines pending de- 
termination as to which province, Isabela 
ог Ifugao, was entitled to the franchise 
tax, 


ике. 

Bayan said YNNS failure to meet the De- 
‘ember 2005 deadline should have result- 
edin the forfeiture of the $11 2 milion per- 
formance bond that it paid. 

Insead of forfeiting the bond, however, 
PSALM gave YNN two extensions, the first 
оп March 31 and the second, on June 30, 
2006, reportedly to enable YNN to bring in 
‘anew parner the Malaysian-based Калій 
Power to infuse capital into the consortium. 

"When YNN fied to make the sched- 
uled payments, PSALM officials were duty- 
bound to have drawn upon the perfor- 
mance bond in favor of the government” 
Bayan said 

Apart from the controversy surrounding 
the bidding process, Reye raised another 
troubling aspect of the sale. 

(Ging reliable sources, Reyes said YNN 
was now in an "advanced sage" of negotia- 
tions for a power supply contract with the 
1орезлей Manila Electric Co, the country’s 
largest distribution uring 


fied with the Offce of the Ombudsman 
were Cabinet secretaries on the PSALM 
board—Finance Secretary Margarito Teves, 


а 


ring Secretary Romulo Neri, Justice Secre- 
тшу Raul Gonzalez and Trade Secretary Pe- 
ter Favla—and PSALM president Nieves Os- 
ойо and Frolan Tampinco, vice president for. 
aset management and electricity trading. 

Masinloc, the sateowned National 
Power Corp's biggest coal-fired plant, was 
‘won in a bid sale in December 2004 by 
YNN Pacific, composed of Füpino fim 
YNN Holdings and Australia’s Great Pacific 
Financial Group, with а winning bid of 
$5617 milion. 

As a sweetener, it was allowed to put 
down 40 percent of the price and pay the 
rest within seven years. YNN was given 


"The decision penned by Associate Jus- 
tice Romeo Callejo, 5: cited the case of 
Napocor City of Cabanatuan. 

in that case, Napocor also refused to 
pay franchise tax to the iy of Cabanaru- 
an by invoking the tax exemption provid- 
ced under is charter 
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Thursday, June 22, 2006 
11th Weekin Ordinary Time 
Paulinus of Nola / John Fisher and 
"Thomas More 
1st Reading: Sir 48:1-14 
Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 

“Jesus said to his disciples, "When you pray 
do not use a lot of words, as the pagans do, 
for they hold that the more they say the more 
chance they have of being heard. Do not be 
Tike them. Your Father knows what you need, 
even before you ask him. 

This, then is how you should pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

holy be your name, 

your kingdom come 

and your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our dally bread. 

Forgive us our debts 

just as we have forgiven thase who are in 
debtto us. 

Do not bring us to rhe test 

but deliver us from the evil one. 

If you forgive others their wrongs, your Fa- 
ther in heaven will also forgive yours. If you 
до not forgive others, then your Pather will 
_| nor forgive you either” 

Commentary 

We hear of the power of Elijah—the force of 
the Word of God in his mouth—his fire and 
passion Jor Gad that could take down kings, 
bring the dead back to je; that has anointed 
Kings and taken him aloft into the whirtwind 
and to come again before the Prophet that is 
the Word of God made sh among ш. And we 
hear of Elisha who carried on that word and 
power among the people. But we have one be 
yonê compare, the beloved San of the Most 
High God, who teaches us to call God our Fa- 
ther and prays for the kingdom of peace with 
Justice; for the will of Gad for all life to flourish, 
Jor bread, Jor forgiveness and deliverance. But 
it ай begins and ends in forgiveness, the deep 
Jace of God in Jesus, 
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Rebels seize 2 Pinoy 
oil workers in Nigeria 


NIGERIA—TWO FILIPINO ОП. WORKERS 
were kidnapped on Tuesday near the Nigerian 
ой city of Port Harcourt in the southern 
Del 

"T happened around noon today The two are 
contract staff of PGS (Petroleum Geo-Services). 
They are workers of Bulford Internation: 
spokesperson for PGS told AFP by telephone from 


and abducted 
jpinos. They were not harmed or in- 
ле no contact with them since the 

sad incident took place,” be said. 

“We are also making efforts to establish con- 
tacts with the abductors,” sald the official, who 
asked not to be named. 

"National police spokesperson Haz меп con- 
firmed to AFP: "The two men were on the plat- 
form when they were captured at about noon to- 
day There was no attack as such, according to 
available information so fa 

“No group has yet claimed responsibilty for 
the hostage faking," he added. 

“The Nigerian navy said the Kidnapping had 
taken place in Aker district, about 10 kilometers 
southwest of Port Harcourt. 

Established in 1991, PGS specializes in on- 
shore oil and petroleum production and marine 
geophysics, and has 2,800 permanent workers, 
according to its official website (wvawpgs com) 


Freed unharmed 
Since the beginning of this year, 31 foreign oil 
ers, including the two Filipinos, have been 
Kidnapped in the Niger Delta. 
J previous 29 captives have been released 
vout harm after periods of detention ranging 
from several days to several weeks. 

"The Nigerian navy, which has lost several men 
in attacks by separatists against ой workers and 

nsallatons, has tried to reinforce security in 
the region but the attacks continue unabated. 

“Weare surprised that they did not inform the 
navy of their movement plans,” a senior naval of- 
ficer told AFP of the Filipinos. 

The procedure is that we would provide an 
escort, therefore (there is a) need that we are in- 
formed of their movements. We are curious to 
ow why they did not inform us, like other ой 
companies do,” he added. 

The Niger Deka, the main center of od produc- 
tion in Nigeria, В a swathe of swamps of 74,000 
square Kilometers, where more than 3,500 ой 
and gas installations are located. 

"The Movement for the Emancipation of Niger 
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Delta (MEND), an armed separatist group in the 
region, has claimed responsibility for most of the. 
attacks there since January. 

The militant group is demanding that a larger 
share of the region’ ой revenues be returned to 
the local population. 

MEND Kidnapped five foreign oil workers in 
carly June. it freed them more than 36 hours later 
but threatened further attacks on the ol industry. 

Nigeria is Africa's largest crude oil producer, 
providing around 2.6 millions barrels a day, and is 
the worlds six largest crude exporter. 

The militants’ demand for the withdrawal of 
foreign ой workers from the region, МЕМО re- 
cent attacks and the spate of kidnappings have af- 
fected the oil industry, from which Nigeria derives 
95 percent of its foreign exchange earnings. 

"The unrest has led to a reduction in Nigeria's 
crude production by around 20 percent, has 
caused jiers in the international ой market and 
triggered an od price hike. 

Nigeria, which currently chairs ой cartel OPEC, 
hopes to increase its ой production to four milion 
barrels by 2010, taking advantage of the vast oil 
resources in the Niger Delta, estimated at 30 bil- 
lion barek. 


The Phlippine embassy 

The Philippine Embassy in Abuja, Nigeria, 
meanwhile looking inro the repos of the two 
Врло abduction. 

“The embassy в aware ofthe news reports and 
is tying to confirm it with the autores,” 
Gibeno Asuque, spokesperson of the Depart 
ment of Foreign Affairs (DFA), said in a phone in- 
tee 

Wire reports quoted Rivers State Police Com- 
missioner Samuel Agbetuyi as saying that two ll 
ipinos had been kidnapped in the Niger Delta. 

"The Fiipinas were not identified, It was not al- 
so dear who was behind the abduction. 

Reports said the incident was the latest in the 
scing of kidnappings and assaults on foreign 
‘workers in the Niger Delta, where militants fight- 
ing for contol of the regions resources have 
warned oil workers to leave 

Last February Filipino worker, Anthony San- 
tos, was among the group of foreigners who were 
Kidnapped by militant youths from the MEND. 

Saros, 33, was released after 11 days and re- 
tumed to Manila March 4. 

Santos said he was treated well by his kidnap- 
pers, one of whom was a young man who he was 
also able to help before the Kidnapping took 
place. AFPwitha report from Nikko Dizon 


Auditor says 


he had doubts 
on PNP deal 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE RESIDENT AUDITOR OF THE PHILIPPINE. 
‘National Police had raised reservations about the 
modes of procurement prefered by the police in 
‘quiring some P322 milion worth of cars, mo- 
torcyces and handguns. 

"We were asked and we raised reservations” 
said Jaime Serrano, the Commission on Audits 
resident autor for PNP" (We said) we go for pub- 
Te bidding because of is inherent benefits. They 
considered the reservations and sid it (mode of 
procurement) was ай in accordance with RA 
9184, and that it would be most advantageous to 
government” 

"The police are acquiring some 209 patrol cars 
word P162 milion, 12 units of 600-ce motorey- 
des worth P9.6 million and 5000 firearms worth 
PISI milion through “negotiated procurement” 
and "direct contacting” 

"The police, in fact, saved roughly P56 millon 
from these purchases, senior PNP oficial said. 

RA 9184 or the law on government procure- 
ment provides for exceptions to public bidding 
and lays down conditions that must exist before 
these options are employed. 

‘Serrano said the СОА also observed one nego- 
tiation, adding К was the polices way of ensuring 
Transparency: 

(The police has at times invited businessmen to 
observe biddings, part of the campaign to samp 
ur сотирбоп in government, he pointed out) 

A recurring point mised during the delibera- 
tions for the recent purchases was i the justifica- 
tons cited by the police were enough, he said. 

"There wasa "brainstorming" on the subject and 


| the legalities were discussed, he said. 


During the interview, be cited a handbook on 
RA 984 that explains the laws reasons why it 
prefers public bidding: 

1п a case, the court beld that by is very nature 
and characteristic, a competitive public bidding 
aims to protect the public interest by giving the 
public the best possible advantages through open 
Competition. 

“Another self-evident purpose of public bidding 
isto avoid or preclude suspicion of favoritism and 
anomalies in the execution of public contracts. Al- 
вой aims to bain the best possible deal fostering 
transparency and preventing favoritism, collusion 
and fraud in the award of contracts" 

"The police had defended their actions by saying 
they were anchored in the law, and the transac- 
tions were all above ground. 

"There have been safeguards that there is no 
corruption involved in this transaction. И was еп. 
‘ured that govemunent benefited by this action of 
the PNR" police spokesperson St Supt. Samuel 
Pagdilao had said. 

"The COA in Camp Crame submits post audit re- 
ports to the Осе of the President and Congress, 
and in se of any irregularity to the Ombudspan. 
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Lost 
NLY THREE DAYS AFTER DECLARING “ALL-OUT 
0 war" against communist rebels, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo declared a similar “all-out war” 
against graft and corruption. To each of these wars, she 
committed similar amounts of P1 billion in additional 
funds. But both seem similarly doomed to fail. The first 
because 37 years of fighting the communist insurgency 
has proved the war cannot be won by 
EDITORIAL force or by force of will; and the sec- 
ond, because of sheer lack of will. 

‘The additional P1 billion that the Arroyo administra- 
tion set aside to combat corruption represents the gov- 
ernment’s counterpart fund to a $21-million grant from 
the United States under the Millennium Challenge Ac- 
count. The latter amount has been divided up among the 
Office of the Ombudsman, the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue, the Bureau of Customs and the Department of Fi- 
nance to beef up their respective anti-corruption cam- 
paigns, like the well publicized “lifestyle checks” and the 
“Run After Smugglers” and “Run After Tax Evaders” pro- 
grams. Thus, these agencies will have an extra P2 billion 
in their war chests to combat corruption. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said that by com- 
mitting more funds into the anti-corruption campaign, 
the Arroyo administration was sending a strong signal to 
the international community that it was serious about ad- 
dressing the problem. Ombudsman Merceditas Gutierrez 
said this showed the President's “firm resolve to fight 
graft and corruption." Even opposition Sen. Panfilo Lac- 
son sees something positive resulting from this infusion 
of funds, saying the money could be “put to good use be- 
cause the US government will be monitoring" how the 
money will be spent. 

It all depends really on how one defines "good use.” In 
themonths ahead, the public is likely to see more officials. 
from the most graft-ridden agencies being exposed for 
flunking the "lifestyle checks” and more celebrities being 
haled to court for tax evasion. One or two might get sen- 
tenced to serve long prison terms by the Sandiganbayan. 
The Office of the Ombudsman might finally get to hire 
more lawyers and investigators as it has been asking all 
these years. But not even all these will be enough to con- 
vince a cynical public that the government is serious 
about stamping out graft and corruption. 

And what will convince Filipinos that an “all-out war" is 
finally being waged against corruption? Catching the 
ı crooks who are widely perceived to be powerful and close 
to the President, and putting them behind bars. Nothing 
less. 

Anyone who is half-aware of what's going on in govern- 
ment can rattle off the names of his favorite suspects, but 
surely high on any such list would be former Agriculture 
Undersecretary Jocelyn Bolante and scores of congress- 
men who took part in the P728-million fertilizer scam. 
‘Then there are the top election officials who approved the 
now voided P1.3-billion contract with Mega Pacific to 
supply vote-counting machines. The problem is, the very 
officials whose sworn duty it is to investigate these cases 
don't want to touch them. 

Four months ago, a deputy ombudsman announced 
that a 10-member task force had been organized to look 
into the fertilizer scam, upon the prodding of the Senate 
which was conducting its own investigation. The official 
boasted that the task force would keep following the trail 
of corruption even if it led to Malacafiang’s doorsteps. 
Perhaps, the trail brought the investigators to the Pasig 
River where they must have drowned, since that was the 
last thing the public heard from them. 

Inthe meantime, Gutierrez has been fighting an old or- 
der from the Supreme Court to get cracking on the poll 
automation case. Instead of filing charges against every- 
опе involved in the fraudulent transaction, Gutierrez has 
been questioning the Court's authority to issue such an 
order. 

‘Thus, we have the agency charged with investigating 
and prosecuting graft cases showing extreme reluctance 
todo its duty in defiance of a court order and the recom- 
mendation of the Senate. By her inaction on these cases, 
Gutierrez has virtually confirmed suspicions that she was 
put in the position to protect persons close to the Presi- 
dent. 

Given how Gutierrez seems to be single-mindedly pur- 
suing that mission, not even throwing billions into the 
campaign will ensure that the war against corruption will 
be won, The new war is lost before it begins. 
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No laughing matter 


YOU BACK INTO A TIME-TUNNEL WHEN YOU 
read news dispatches from Burma these days. A 
British Broadcasting Corporation report on how 
three Burmese comedians poke fun at life, un- 
der the country's brutal military regime, trans- 
ports one back to furtive wisecracks against the 
Marcos dictatorship. 

In Mandalay, the Moustache Brothers per- 
form Burmese vaudeville: a mixture of song, 
dance and slapstick humor, BBC's Kate McGe- 
own reports. "But interspersed among their 
routines" are jokes about Ме in the most Or 
wellian of Southeast Asian countr 

‘Cracking a joke against Big Brother is a “tiny 
revolution,” George Orwell once wrote. And 
the Moustache Brothers "show is so popular 
because it is a rarity,” BBC adds. “Hardly any. 
‘one else dares to openly criticize government, 
‘which is not surprising given the likely conse 
quences—Iong prison sentences, hard labor or 
worse.” 

‘Two men, it's said, were exchanging hand 
signals furtively at a Rangoon bar and chuck- 
ling. “They're deaf mutes,” the police ex- 
plained. “And they're telling political jokes." 

“We have litle to lose,” the Moustache 
Brothers shrug. The two have served long jail 
terms. They're banned from public venues and 
reduced to performing at home. "We're on the 
government blacklist,” said Lu Maw. "There i 
nothing more the authorities can do to us." 

‘Jokes involve some kind of unmasking,” 


Laughing Maner” The “circulation of jokes in a 
repressive society is a form of coping.” 

“Jokes that unmasked the Marcos dictator- 
ship circulated by word-of-mouth or on 
mimeographed sheets. Photocopiers were 
pressed into service later Like Burma, the Mar- 
соз regime punished the irreverent wisecrack: 
а blow to the solar plexus, detention and, in 
some instances, “salvaging. 

‘Remember the omnipresent picture of Mar- 
cos? "Is that your boss?" asked the visitor. 
“No,” the lady at the desk replied. That's the. 
cashier" 

But dictators are humorless. Gen. Than Shwe 


I READ AMALIA CULLARIN ROSALES' ESSAY 
on Jose Rizal last Monday, June 19, the nation- 
al hero's 145th birthday, and fou 

where she talks about the reaction 

dents to reading Rizal for the first ti 

mating. Among them: 

"The course opened my eyes to the great- 
ness of Filipinos." 

"This course is for all time. Rizal's writings 
are comparable othe Bible , 

“I discovered the defects of our people ш 
ing Rizal's time—the same defects are still in 
existence until now.” 

"The messages of Rizal are 
today—for the youth to love their count 
defend it and their rights as a people against 
any foreigner” 

You get the drift. 

It would help though to think of Rizal's writ- 
ings not as gospel truth but as great litera 
ture-— which the Bible also is. The teaching of 
Rizal has also suffered in the past from his 
works being turned into sacred гелт. In fact, it 
is full of wit and humor, Rizal being past mas- 
ter at satire. Some of his essays are utterly 
droll, аз when he apologizes for the lowly Fil 
ipinos taking a bath every day as opposed to 
the aristocratic Spanish who regaled the world 
only with perfumed bodies. 

‘As to our defending our rights against any 
foreigner, substitute the word “tyrant” for “for 
eigner” and Tm with you wholeheartedly, 
Rizal wasn't just a bitter critic of foreign rule, 
he was a bitter critic of tyranny in whatever 
way it showed itself. He excoriated the bad 
side of the indio as much as that of his ruler, 
and demanded that he live with pride and dig- 
niry He would not have stood for a local tyran- 
пу any more than a foreign one. 

But 1 do appreciate the things Rosales’ stu- 
dents have said for one reason. oo fek that way 
reading Philippine history for the first time—in 
ту case that was the product of becoming an ac- 
tivist more than amending class—and Rizals 
works in particular The "Noli and "Fi" truly 
were eye-openers, numing Rizal from statue tO 
a 
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cannot even tolerate detained Nobel Laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyfs name being mentioned in 
his presence. Told by Willy Brande that he col- 
lected jokes people cracked at his expense, East 
German dictator Walter Ubricht snapped: “I col- 
теа people who tell jokes about me.” 

The Moustache Brothers and soul mates 
have a lot to unmask. Suu Kyi has been de- 
tained, by the generals, for 10 years and 230 
days now. Her crime? She led her National 
Democratic League in winning 382 out of 485 
constituencies in the 1990 elections. 

‘And last May 27, her detention was arbitrar- 
ily stretched, by the junta, for a year. Thatd 
mean a total of 11 years and 213 days simply 
because she won elections and continues to 
hold the affection of the Burmese people. 

Burmese “elections,” under the generals, 
have been simplified, the joke goes. A voter in 
favor of the junta can write: “yes.” Or he may 
say: “Iresign.” 

“There is little open defiance” today, BBC re- 
ports. But many people do what litle they can 
to register their opposition. 

‘This includes shying away “from anything 
the regime could use as propaganda, like the 
opening of a new pagoda.” In a country where. 
the local media are heavily censored, people 
listen to foreign broadcasts чо find out what 
Tis) really happening in Burma.” In the same 
way, Filipinos tuned in to BBC, Voice of Ameri- 
са and Radio Veritas to bypass Marcos’ cen- 
sored stations. 

lost villagers “were simply too scared,” 
BBC reports. “We're waiting and hoping for 
change, but what can we do? Look at what the. 
government has done to the Lady [Aung San 
Suu Kyi]. If they can do that to her, think what. 
they would do tous." 


Mirrors 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


flesh-and-blood, a singular Filipino who strug- 
gled to understand and articulate the vicissitudes 
Gf his time. Indeed, turning the past into а bea- 
con for us who were floundering in the stormy 
seas of history to follow. 

Rosales herself says Rizal's characters contin- 
ue to live among us. We stil have Señor Pasta, 
who seeks only personal advancement; we still 
have Capitan Tiago, who is subservient to high- 
cer-ups; we sill have Kabesang Tales, who is driv 
еп to rebellion by hardship and oppression; we 
still have Doña Victorina, who takes on the airs of 
the masters with buffoonish results. If 1 re 
ber right, Doña Victorina, believed that the 
after a sumame guaranteed aristocracy, so she 
had not just one but rwo “de's” afier her name: 
Doña Victorina de de Espadafia. Rizal was funny, 
егеп if he was also deadly serious 

Well, Rizal did say one very important 
thing—which is twin brother to Santayana’ fa- 
mous aphorism—that people who do not read 
their history are condemned to repeat it. Rizal 
said those who do not see where they came from. 
will never get to where they are going. That has 
become a very prophetic warning for us. 

Rizal's characters continue to live today, it 
is because we have failed to read history, or 
deed read him. Our world today is not unlike 
the one he lived in, the superficial differences in 
technology aside. Rizal's world was one where. 
lies and hypocrisy held sway, upheld viciously 
by the liberal application of the sword. It was a 
‘world where spiritual and physical growth was 
stunted by a culture that miliated against it It 
was a world where the indios were reduced to 
despair and indifference, the intelligentsia opt- 
{ng to live abroad if ot acquiescing to the tyran- 


Fear is the main tool of the Burmese gener: 
als. The Association of East Asian Nations had 
naively hoped that membership would moder 
ate, even change, the dictatorship: Continued 
repression by the junta has instead weakened 
and embarrassed Asean. 

“Suu Kyi is often seen as (Asia's) equivaldnt 
of (Nelson) Mandela,” journalist, Harjey 
Stockwin said in "Reflections From Asia," his 
Hong Kong-based program. "Both are dedicat 
fd democers yearning to expand freedom for 
their (peoples) Both were imprisoned by 
harsh authoritarian regimes. < 

Ultimately, South African President FW бе 
Kerk saw that releasing Mandela and sharing 
power with the African National Congress 
Were essential for the nations survival ahd 
prosperity Theres no such sign from the 
Burmese juna. 5 

ABurmese general did ty Stockwin reves, 
to "negotiate? with Suu Kyi the predictable 
Conditions for her posible release: no traypl- 
ing outside Rangoon without prior permisslgn, 
fied public rallies, no publie speaking ett 

"hung San Suu Kis response would have 
been: no deal She would have immediatelyre 
jected any thought of continuing, in effectyto 
фе detained while being ostensibly free.” Um 
ike the waffing Asean governments, pari 
mentarans have been increasingly Vocal a 
this repression. “Filipino and Thai media com- 
mentators have been quick to suggest that 
Since (Burma) pays no attention to Aseap's 
pleas, t should be expelled from the organiza- 
Поп Stockwin notes. Burma's repression; is 
Slowly becoming an international issue. i 

Aker more than four decades of military 
rule, eres sil no end in sight. “Waiting is 
Something the Burmese are geting very good 
at" BBC notes. “But despite everything, they 
have still nor given up.” 

"One day Tm going to perform propétiy 
again” said Moustache Brother Lu Maw 
“Maybe this streer will become like Broadway 
or West End,” he joked, looking at the dusty al- 
Jey he lives in. And thats no laughing mante? 
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пу at home. So it was hen, зой алюм. 

Rats writings тшу have much tosey to our 
own time. But more than his writings, Б e 
Sf has much to say to ош ime, and that is 
probably ше greatest legacy he bequeathed o 
Us: The guy was monumentally briliant, a Re 
палас man trough and trough, He wea 

е a novels, а painter, sculptor, an орі. 
"атаар, a botanist, and God knows what 
eise. He even excelled in fencing and pistol 
Soong. He lived in many places in Europe and 
new several Westem languages including obit 
Of Engish. By rigis, he could have joined the 
Fanie ofthe cle the social circles in which they 
fmoved nor being closed то him, norwithstand 
ing that he came from modes origins 

Instead, he chose not to be oblivious to dhe 

tof his and and people and brought ito 
ght in novel and polemic and whatever aise 
he did. Instead, he chose to come home despite 
having a reasonably good Ме as an edle 
abroad and despite the entreaties of his friends 
motto because the Spanish authorities could 
not abide ruth and criticism, which were ofen 
Gne and the seme, Instead, һе chose to rebel 
арава, the injustice and folly of his 
fime however he remained two minds tithe 
End зош the wisdom of an armed upis 
{aging to pusi back the limis of the poss. 
МЕ мї alf the genius and generosity he could 
muner, embracing the fate that went along 
жиг wich grace and fortitude: 

More than anything he wrote, it was what 
misi di that has much to teachrus. His Ме was 
fis greatest work, а story continues to илей 
to is day but whose meaning continues 10 
Slade ш. em understand the blasts of luni 
futon and bursts of admiration Rosales” stu. 
dents have experienced and strain to express 
Тее fle them too, not the least atthe гейша: 
Чоп we, too, have a man for all seasons, a M- 
ipino we can be proud of and want to emulate 

Read history. You wil nd, as the most 
chilling and frightening sensation of all, that 
you are not looking atthe yellowed pages of a 
Book, you are looking ага mirror. 
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Mayors’ league on track re и 


READER RICHARD LOZADA RECENTLY WROTE 
to this paper questioning certain assertions made 
«by this column. He asked how a concurrent resolu- 
‘jon of both chambers of Congress to convene а 
constituent assembly could legalize charter 
„amendments when in fact, as some senators have 
noted, the 1987 Constitution does not specifically 
ntion this method. Sec. 1 Article ХУП limits 
Congress to two methods of amending the Charter. 
Опе is by a vote of three-fourths of all Ив members. 
е second is by a constitutional convention 
ich it may call by a two-thirds vote of all its 
Кетет, or by a majority vote of its members, 
гази to the electorate the question of calling 
Puch a convention.” A third method, the peoples 
initiative, is outside the realm of Congress. 


But just because a constituent assembly is 
| not specified in the Charter does not mean it's 
Bot recognized. Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman sent 
jme, from his extensive library pertinent 
ecords of the 1986 Constitutional Commission 
| Proceedings wich clearly show that the eom 
Tissioners recognized the constituent assem- 
| bly аз а mode of amending the Charter. Most 
| relevant were the comments of Commissioner 
Jose Suarez who repeatedly referred to this 
mechanism. In fact, at one point Commissioner 
‘Adolf Azcuna asked Suarez if the power to pro- 
| pose amendments or revisions to the Constitu- 
Bon is a "legislative power" or “a different kind 
of power called a constituent power” Suarez 
1 answered, "Id say its a constituent power” 


The reader also asked how the country could 
{pave some money with the abolition of the Senate 
"and by shifting to а unicameral parliament bigger 
4 than the current Congress. This is readily apparent. 
Fina unicameral Боду, there will only be one set of 
sommitte hearings. n the current set-up, there are 
always two sets of hearings. There's an expensive 
Guplication of the bureaucracy, whereas a single 
chamber parliament would be streamlined, and 
made much leaner, and legislative work would be 
faster and more efficient. Under our present system, 
it costs over P700 milion to pass a bil. No, we dont 
‘need two chambers and the mayors league is right 
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se WROTE IN THE FUTURE TENSE THEN, WRITE 
"jn the present tense now: Thad some doubts then, 1 
don't have those doubts now. 
Late last year 1 wrote about Pamulaan, a spe- 
ı cial tertiary school or college for indigenous peo- 
"ples (IPs) that was being built in Mindanao. The 
Target date for its opening was the opening of 
„glasses this June. 
~f "Tie dream has come true. Pamulaan recently 
pened with 47 IP students (from 19 tribes from 
{al over the Philippines) enrolled in the college 
"program. 
aP Famulaan means seedbed. The college aims to 
strengthen the potentials of indigenous youth for 
community leadership. It is a college education 
“program for the IPs in the Philippines and a re- 
Sponse to the IPs’ dream of an educational pro- 
"iram that is rooced ín their life, culture and aspi- 
rations as a people. 
5” amulaan is under the president ofthe Universi- 
^y of South Eastern Philippines. The site is in 
CIÜSEPS Mintal campus in Davao City. IPs from 
North America recently came to visit and were sur- 
‘prised to find something so special and so focused. 
as” Pamulaan is the first of its kind in the count 
“gays founder and co-director Benjamin Abadiano, 
ıewho also dreamed and founded the successful 
“Tugdaan Training Center for the Mangyans in Oc- 
“tidental Mindoro. The center is now ably run by 
the Mangyans themselves with the help of the 
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters (SSpS). 
‘Unlike Tugdaan (which also means seedbed), 
which is for high school and livelihood training, 
-Pamulaan offers degree programs such as BA in 
"Applied Anthropology and Participatory Develop- 
ment, BS in Indigenous Peoples Education, BA in 
Peace Building and Mult Cultural Studies, BS in 
"indigenous Agriculture. Pamulaan also offers lad- 
"детте and modular courses leading to an asso- 
"ilte degree as well as to short-term courses for 
‘community leaders and development workers. 
‘Abadiano, 43, is one of the main driving forces 
behind the endeavor. A 2004 Ramon Magsaysay 
Awardee for Emergent Leadership, he was re- 
cently elected president of Assisi Development 
Foundation, of which he used to be executive co- 
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in campaigning fora unicameral system. 


Cecile Alvarez and I recently had as guest 
our Sunday evening dzRH program Virgilio 
"Ver" Pefia, former head of IBM Philippines 
and until recently chair of the government's 
‘Commission on Information and Communica- 
tion Technology (CICT). Peña gave us a bird's 
eye view of the huge worldwide business pro- 
cess outsourcing (BPO) industry. Its main pil- 
lar is the call center business, but it also in- 
cludes medical transcription, inventory-tak- 
insurance claims pro- 

е said BPO world- 


carly birds like India, takes just a small 
slice. But our call center industry is very 


ng. Ie em 


in many cities. pi 

Peña noted that employment in the BPO indus- 
try has its own stresses and tensions, like any oth- 
er occupation. One is the skewed lifestyle of many 
agents who work at night, when America is 
‘awake. But for the moment, it looks like ali sys- 
tems go for RP—if we play our cards well. 

"There are two main requirements for the call 
center industry to move forward: We must 
Strengthen our capability in English, and espe- 
‘dally improve our use of idiomatic expressions, 
and we must upgrade computer training, Peña 
advises young kids who want to work as call cen- 
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ordinator. He took the place of Ambassador 
Howard Dee (his mentor and model) who is now 
Assis chair. Assisi recently turned 30. 

A dreamer and дое? Abadiano pulled out all 
the stops to make the IPs’ dream come true. He 
was not disappointed. Help came quietly, like 
Spring water flowing over seeds waiting to burst 
into life. Pamulaan was among the grantees ofthe 
recent World Bank sponsored Panibagong Paraan 
funding campais 

Pamulaan is the fruit of the partnership of vari- 
ous government and nongovemment agencies 
Such as the National Commission for Indigenous 
Peoples, Assisi Development Foundation 
Cartwheel Foundation, the Office of Sen. Ramon 
Magsaysay Je, and Tawan Center for Volunteer 
and Leadership, which Abadiano also founded. 

Pamulaan aims "to create culturally appropri- 
ate and relevant pathways of professional train- 
ing and formation for indigenous youth and lead- 

Assisi Foundation and other foundations have 
pledged scholarship funds. This means full tu- 
Trion, miscellaneous fees, dorm stay and ful 
board and lodging and travel expenses to project 
and practicum sites. 

Important features of Pamulaan are the her- 
itage house and library that showcase the rich- 
ness of indigenous culture. The dorm within the 
‘campus gives IP students the chance to live to- 
gether exchange experiences and go through val- 
Че formation programs. 

‘amulaan i not just for the IPs of Mindanao. It 
is open to IPs from Luzon and the Visayas and to 
пот Ру working for IPs. 

Pamulaan is indeed a great dream whose time 
has come. 
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ter agents (at starting salaries of P12,000 to 
P15,000 a month) to listen to English-language 
programs on TV and radio. It is the same advice 
given to Chinese taxi drivers two years before the 
Beijing Olympics: Learn English. 


Last Tuesday, I wrote about the multi- 
awarded technical/vocational Punlaan School 
at 173 M. Paterno St. in San Juan that seeks to 
uplift the welfare of household help by train- 
ing them professionally to deliver services in 
the homes. Starting July 5, Punlaan will offer a 
‘once-a-week course from 1 to 5 p.m. in local 
and international cooking, table setting and 
service, housekeeping, basic conversational 
English, basic sewing and values education, 
for only P1,000 a month. The training course 
сап be viewed as a reward and incentive to 
house help, but obviously what they learn will 
also benefit the families they serve. Unfortu- 
nately, I stated the wrong phone numbers for 
Panlaan. The correct numbers are 727-0581 to 
82, local 15, or e-mail: punlaan@moz- 
com.com. Ask for Lolit Parcasio. 

Every Saturday morning, tenants of various 
condominium buildings in Salcedo Village, 
Makati, descend on the Jaime Velasquez Park 
along Leve and Tordesilas streets to buy food- 
stuff for the weekend from the Salcedo Commu- 
nity Market. They buy seafoods, fish, all kinds of 
hams and specialty food items, but most especial- 
ly viands such as paella calls, bacalao, lumpiang 
ubod, all kinds of kakanin and delicacies. These 
are cooked by homeowners from the Makati vil 
lages, who are now being transformed from 
“plain housewives” to entrepreneurs. In addition, 

из, artworks by well-known and moderately 
Frown painters and many crafts are also on sale 
there. The Salcedo market, reminiscent of the 
fea markets in Europe, the United States and 
‘Australia, was organized two years ago by Lisa 
Periquet, Trickie Colayco Lopa and the Bel-Air Ju- 
niors, and managed by the indefatigable Bel-Air 
barangay captain, Nene Lichauco. It's worth a vis- 
it every Saturday if only to free oneself from hav- 
ing to cook meals for the family on weekends. 


М A college for indigenous peoples 


But why is Pamulaan attached to USER a gov 
ernment institution? Abadiano says making gov- 
ernment one of Pamulaan’s stakeholders give Pa- 
mulaan a better chance of sustainability. Pamu- 
laan "is not a fund-driven” project, Abadiano 
says. There was no funding in the beginning, but 
the moment the project was made known, funds 
just poured in. Of course, part of Abadiano's RM 
‘Award prize money (more than a million pesos) 
‘was earmarked for this project. 

‘Abadiano is one of а kind, а rare find indeed. 
Deeply spiritual, this Jesuit-educated develop- 
ment worker is ever on the go. The IPs are the 
love of his life. It is among them that he experi- 
enced epiphany and enlightenment. 

"There are around 12 million IPs in the Philip- 
pines. They could be classified into 120 ethnic 
groups. Most of them have little or no access to "a. 
Culturally sensitive, appropriate and relevant ей, 


ucation.” It is their right; both God-given and by" 


law, to receive basic services, including higher ed- 
cation. 

"The IPs’ rights are enshrined in the 1987 Consti- 
tution. In 1997, Congress passed the Indigenous 
Peoples’ Rights Act (рга) which strengthened 
their right to be duly recognized and protected. 

‘But some things are easier said than done. 
Many IPs continue to find difficulty in relating 
personally, culturally and academically with 
‘mainstream realities. It is hoped that education, 
such as is offered by Pamulaan, would put the IPs 
in step withthe mainstream while being affirmed 
as proudly IP or PIP Eg 

Pamulasn hopes to see the IPs proudly "own- 
ing” the education program that drew from the 
life-giving wilderness and communities whence 
they arose. 

‘So while our national leaders continue to en- 
gage in verbal and political acrobatics, and while 
many of us are suffering from politcal diarrhea 
and dementia, there are special Filipinos who 
‘continue to dream dreams and do their own part. 
as if there indeed is hope for this benighted na- 
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- One voice for hope 


TODAY, IN THREE MAJOR NEWSPAPERS, IN- 
-iduding this one, is a full-page manifesto p 
‘pared by a group calling itself One Voice. Tm. 

proud to be a member of that group. One Voice is 
эдос an association of groups. It represents the 
vréoming together о individuals who have agreed 
toto set aside their partisan positions in order to 
‘achieve something sorely lacking in our country 
wwdoday: a consensus. 

Whether or not you agree with the partisan posi- 
(ions 1 have espoused since June of last year, think 
litis dear to you that have always called for a con- 

sensus which, I admit, is difficult to achieve; for it 
tequires compromise, it demands that we either en- 
"gate ina zero sum game or toil at finding the things 
з that can unite us rather than those that divide us. 

‘Will the national agenda be set purely accord- 
aling to partisan lines, or is a nonpartisan, or even 
“bipartisan, effort possible? 

ii "In the end, the question boils down to your at- 
(rinde tovar change. Do you Welcome t, or fear 
Là? 
Т! The past year has proven, conclusively to my 
"iind, that while an overwhelming consensus ex- 
ists for a change, its the particulars that frighten 
vas, Or puting it another way there is a huge and 
“widening gulf between those who are politically 
engaged and the citizenry (including the more 
‘active or involved in is ranks), whose confidence 
sin the political systems ability to address the gen- 
“rine needs of the public has diminished—even as 
"lits skepticism has greatly increased. 

‘Allow me to propose that the public has been 
clear in expressing what it expects: 

rst, chat cenain political boundaries be respect- 
red by everyone. Those boundaries are: (1) any solu- 
‘on to social or political problems should be peace- 
iul non-military and non-revoluionary—in other 

‘words, constitutional; (2) confidence in elections as 
зае supreme expression of the peoples wili must be 
asserted. and therefor, elections, to be credible, 
Tus be free and fair; more people should be en- 
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THE LONG VIEW 
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gaged in the effort to identify and achieve solutions. 
to concrete problems. 

‘Second, to be able to say “my loyalty to my par- 
ty ends where my loyalty to my country begins,” 
not in the sense of nimbly abandoning one party 
for another our of ambition or convenience, but 
rather to show that partisan affiliation should 
never get in the way of working together for a bet- 
ter life, Divisions over principle are not only un- 
avoidable, but necessary; but there is always а 
point where differences in principle serve to pre- 
Vent, rather than foster, change. 

‘As for now, on the existing political landscape, 
all that is presented by the administration and its 
critics is a choice berween absolute victory or to- 
tal defeat. But this is not really a choice: it is a 
death sentence. Some of you, gentle readers, 
agree with me that the President has fatally divid- 
ей the nation, and that her efforts in combina- 
Чоп with those of her allies—are leading the 
country not forward, but backward toward a less- 
democratic system shaped according to a danger- 
ously tyrannical frame of mind. 

Others will counter that she is bold and brave, 
‘and has the true grit to move the country for- 
ead stil others maintain that Беу rather be 
left alone. 

1з there any hope that the fighting will stop, ог 
at least held at bay so that the country can move 
forward, instead of being stuck in а rut? Yes there 
is, and it begins with the process of identifying 
what can serve as the means to foster unity and 


most of all, cooperation. With me, the process be- 
with the recognition that the issues are now 
than the Presents mibi for offe 
Her lack of popularity and even credibility are по 
Jonger the point; neither is her moral fitness for of- 
fice, The fact is, а process has been unleashed larg- 
er than her A process that, if allowed to continue, 
will о on eroding public confidence in—and the 
credibility of our tic way oflife. 

‘One Voice has five proposals. The first is, to dis- 
continue the present “people's initiative"; the sec- 
ond, to arrive at a social reform program now; the 
third is, to ensure rhat the elections in 2007 are 
held as scheduled, and to agree that if freely and 
fairly held, they will serve as an indisputable, in- 
direct referendum on the administration (for this 
to happen, we need electoral reform now); the 
fourth, to hold a constitutional convention (not a 
"con-ass") after the 2007 elections, assuming a 
public clamor for it continues; and the fifth, re- 
gardless of one's partisan affiliations, to push for 
2 collective effort to rebuild the trustworthiness 
of our democratic institutions. 

"These five proposals have been arrived at by the 
various їп One Voice, taking into account 
the harsh, present-day realities from different, but 
sincere, pe: ‘The only requisite was to 
abandon both the “winner-take-all” or “win-win” 
(the later sacrifices principle for political accom- 
modation) mentalities that are unproductive. Cos- 
metic change won't do; neither can we be stam- 
peded into abandoning critical thinking and ап 
‘uncompromising demand for intellectual honesty. 

"The full-page statement puts forward not only 
the five-point agenda of One Voice, but the reasons 
behind the decision to propose the agenda. Please 
take the time, too, to read the entire postion paper 
of One Voice, which you can download at 
‘wwrwonevoice.org-ph, or ask for by calling 02-376- 
3421. If you find that our position paper makes 
‘sense, please add your voice: sign up and take part 
în the effort to build a productive consensus. 
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Force for change 


EMJAY, MY GIRLFRIEND, LEFT THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Philippines-Los Bafios on March 31, 2006 to study at the 
Philippine Military Academy Since then, Ive made it a habit 
toread the papers daily live in а dilapidated apartment that 
has no TV set or running water (my housemate and I spend 
‘our money on “more basic” needs), and I thought reading 
the papers would 

help me go to sleep 
and get my mind off 
the thought of my 
girlfriend's depar- 
ture 

The effect, howev- 
ч, has been differ- 
ent. The more I read 
the news, the more 1 
realize how unin- 
formed 1 am and the Сс — 
more hours 1 spend pondering how our country got to the 
mess that itis in. 1 find myself asking questions such as: Is the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines under the heel of tyrannical 
rule by Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo that it won't bow to the in- 
cessant public clamor for it to divulge the Mayuga Report? Is 
GMA а closet dictator who tipped her hand by issuing Procla- 
mation 1017 and EO 464? How base and how low can some 
of our leaders sink that they now resort to chicanery to attain 
their selfish goal of amending the Constitution? Why do we 
have corrupt civilian and military officials who cook up one 
scam after another? And why are “thinking Filipinos” abject- 
ly taking all this instead of taking action? 

have often lost sleep trying to find the answers to these. 
questions. With my patriotic and nationalistic blood rejuve- 
nated (thanks to Е Sionil Jose), 1 crave for insightful ideas 
that would shed light on my queries. 

One night, I saw a thick, hardbound book collecting dust. 
‘ontop of my housemate's drawer. I recognized it right away I 
had borrowed it from а fraternity brother who bought it for 
P150 in a garage sale. The book, “Morals and Dogma of the 
‘Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.” was 
published in 1871 and written by a prominent Freemason, a 
philosopher and lawyer named Albert Pike. 

The sheer size of the book—861 yellowing pages—made 
it look forbidding. And not only was it heavy, it was also full 
of recondite writings and illustrations elaborating on the 
first 32 degrees of Freemasonry. But having read books on 
similar themes, I went ahead and read it. I knew that almost 
every library in America had a copy, so I felt confident I was 
not reading some secret writings. One only has to Google the 
first three words of the book’ title to get an idea of what itis 
all about. Besides, I could not resist reading Pike's political 
‘and moral theories on democracy. 

“So public opinion is an immense force; and its currents 
are as inconstant and incomprehensible as those of the atmo- 
sphere," Pike wrote. "The business of the statesman is to find 
the means to shape, control and direct it. According as that is 
done, itis beneficial and constructive, or destructive and ru- 
inous." He also said that the blind Force of the people must 
be regulated by Intellect. 

Recently, GMA and her cohorts have been trying to jump- 
start Charter change by using the force of the literate, the 
blind Force. GMA knows that to succeed, she has to regulate 
the blind Force by chicanery, misinformation and bribery. 
Cha-cha, despite the supposedly noble intentions behind it, 
is no different from PP 1017 and EO 464 in that its ultimate 
purpose is to divert public attention from the “Hello, Garci” 
‘tapes and che massive vote-rigging in the 2004elections..tis 
hut one of those things conceived by the administration so it 
сап maintain its hold on power. Intellect? Yes! But this is In- 
tellect tainted with avarice and knavery, the kind that Hitler, 
Marcos and kindred souls possessed. Conservative or ru- 
inous? Lets watch the news tonight. 

regard to false and slavish political theories, Pike 
urged his readers to “adopt the theory that offices and em- 
ployment are to be given as rewards for services rendered 
tothe party, and they soon become the prey and spoil of fac- 
tion, the booty of the victory of faction; and leprosy is in the 
body ofthe State. The body of the Commonwealth becomes 
а mass of corruption, like a living carcass rotten with 
syphilis” 

“True enough, this has been the tradition in our country 
where pakikisama thrives in many offices of the government. 
Every day millions of Filipinos suffer the ravages of poverty 
while high-ranking military and government officials plun- 
der our already debe-ridden treasury All this because even 
the basest and most unqualified are given top government 
positions on account of power, popularity, familial ties and 
pakikisama. 

While our country sinks into the abyss, the unpopular but 
able and honest statesman watches in sorrowful resignation. 

"The military or the Mace of Force, as Pike calls it, should 
be the bastion of manliness, uprightness, integrity and 
chivalry. Plato theorized that once the military is corrupted, 
the Republicis doomed. We need not scan the dusty pages of 
ancient history to validate Plato's theory. It was the military 
that held up the Marcos dictatorship, and blinded by power 
and wealth, the military was totally controlled by the usurp- 
ex The long, murderous years of dictatorship would not have 
been possible without the military on Marcos! side. 

Мом, we are witnessing signs of the early stages of tyran- 
пу. Under GMA, the military is like a foolish warrior Itis sub- 
servient to a commander in chief whose credibility is nearly 
zero. 

T suppose that every military man must be in a quandary 
as to whether to follow duty or morality. May God lead them 
to the path of righteousness. They should remember that the 
path that leads to truth is thorny and strewn with seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles. 

‘commend Theresa Pangilinan and other militant youths 
for their bravery and courage. May they serve as a constant 
reminder that the youth are a Force. What we need right 
now is а catalyst, a binder and а means to channel our Force 
to bring about positive changes in our society. Some of us 
have lost hope in our democracy and have left our native 
land in search of greener pastures. Some have even joined 
the ranks of the Left. But those like me who are believers in 
Equality Liberty and Fraternity should make our forebears 
proud by showing fidelity to our ideals. For as Albert Pike 
put it, democracy в ап abominable system but all others are 
worse, 

‘Depressing and piteous though the situation in our coun- 
try may be, | believe that there are still people who believe 
that change will come any time soon. As Oscar Wilde put it, 
“We are ай in the gutter but some of us are looking at the 
scars.” 
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Elliotte Jay M. Lagado 


We want to know what the 
are thinking about What are thelr 
thoughts ‘on current issues? We 
welcome. contributions from the 
twentyomething and below: 


Eltiotte Jay M. Lagado, 22, is a BS Chemical Engineering stu- 
dent at the University of the Philippines Los Baños. 


NOTICE то YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
'ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
‘course and year you're enrolled in of if employed, the pos 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published, 
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‘THE INQUIRERS SPECIAL REPORT ON 
the state of education inthe Philippines 
PDI, 6/4/06) and the Bureau of Inter 
nal Revenues failure to meet its collec 
tion targets reminded me of my recent 
study on fiscal incentives and invest- 
ments in the Philippines 

Fiscal incentives refer to the system of 
income tax holidays and tax and import 
duty exemptions provided by the govem- 
ments investment promotion agencies 
(PAs)—Board of Investment (BOD and 
special economic zones and бееропз—аз 
an inducement for investment. 

їп my study, 1 discovered the follow- 
ing: 

1. Most incentives are redundant 
meaning, investments would have been 
made anyway even if they had not been 
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provided. This is because the “privileged” 
firms expected to eam above-average 
profits at the time of registration. 

2. Only one industry (primarily effcien- 
cy-seeking exporters) is actualy sensitive 
to incentives. Therefore, most incentives 
are purely fiscal cost to the economy бе, 
the IPAs are simply, indiscriminately giv- 
ing potential tax revenues away). 

"The sheer size and number of tax ex- 
'emptions have obvious implications on 
the national budget—the government 
cannot spend money it does not have. 
Because а large component of the na- 
tonal budget every year is devoted to 
expenditures for raising incomes and re- 
ducing poverty and inequality 
expenditures for roads, textbooks, pub- 
lic hospitals, agrarian reform, ete—the 
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OPINION 
Away with redundant tax incentives 


corruption notwithstanding), the sys- 
tem of tax exemptions effectively pre- 
serves and reinforces inequality. 

Ihave been following the grant by the 
BOI of income tax holidays to both 
Globe and Smart for their 3G invest- 
ments. This incentive is clearly redun- 
dant. Smart committed to its 3G invest- 
ments without incentives. However, the 
BOI granted an incentive to Globe for 
exactly the same type of investment. 
Smart then complained that it too de- 
served the same incentive. Caught in a 
bind, the BOI accommodated Smart. 

This is a classic case of redundancy 
which shows how damaging an IPA can 
be to the economy. Because they are 
such intense competitors, Globe and 
Smart would have invested anyway 
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even without 

the incentive. The xd 
behavior of the IPAs in this country is ap- 
palling as it has been for years. 

The recent moves by the Department. 
of Trade and Industry to abolish income 
tax holidays are a step in the right direc- 
tion. Much, much more should be done. 
If the BIR is wondering why it is falling. 
short of its targets, and if the Depart- 
ment of Education is lamenting its lack 
of resources, they shouldn't look too far. 
‘Too many investments are now tax-ex- 
cemptin some way or form. 

—RENATO E. RESIDE JR., Ph.D., 
assistant professor, 
University ofthe Philippines 
School of Economics, 

Diliman, Quezon City 


FH 
E 


Dipeleg. Di po mahal. 


Fly to the Orchid City of the Philippines 


Q 
rE 


Its time everyone flies. 


‘THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2006 


Estafa case suspect 
not an AFP consultant 


WE WOULD LIKE TO SET THE RECORD 
straight on the news report "AFP consultant ar- 
rested for estafa" (PDI, 5/23/06) of Margaux 
Ont. She mentioned in the report that suspect 
Conrado Nave was a "security and intelligence 
consultant of the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines (AFP) .. employed at the AFP Office of 
Provost Marshal General and that “this was 
confirmed by the 300th Air Intelligence amd 
Security Group ofthe Philippine Ar Force." 
Much as we would like to set this issue 
aside, we categorically deny that Nave has 
ever been connected with the Office of the 
Provost Marshal General, AFP (OTPMG). 
The OTPMG does not hire or avail itself of 
the services of consultants.” Hence, we can 
зау that Nava's "consultancy which was 
ironically “confirmed” by the 300th AISG, 
PAP—is another case of usurpation of аў. 
thority and misrepresentation. The ОТРМ 
Wil be closely coordinating with the Natio- 
31 Bureau of Investigation for the filing df 
charges against Nave 
We regret Orie’ inaccurate report. Col 
Henry Galarpe, the AFP provost marshal, his 
always been open го and accommodating with 
the media. By not confirming the report with 
the correct source, Ortiz not only wrote an er- 
roneous account, she also unwittingly misled 
the publie in portraying the AFP as an institu- 
tion that coddles suspected criminals 
TRISTAN. KISOÑ, 
colonel (SC) PA, 
chief, Publie information Office, 
Armed Forces ofthe Philippines, 
Camp Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon Cty 


The NBI investigator mentioned iri my article 
said (afier a couple of confirmations) that tHe 
300th AISG, which worked with the NBI on tHe 
case, had affirmed the authenticity of Naves ID. 
1 only presented the facts as given by the NBI 
agent-on-case; 1 never intended to portray the 
AFP аз an institution that coddles suspected 
criminals 

—MARGAUX ORTIZ, 
PDI reporter 


Other conference 
organizers not cited 


‘THIS HAS REFERENCE TO THE NEWS ITEM 
titled “FVR calls on Europeans to invest more 
in RP" writen by Cynthia Balana. (PDI, 
6/16/08) 

We would like to inform you that the orga- 
nizers of the conference were the Ramos Peace 
and Development Foundation (RPDEV), the 
Delegation ofthe European Commission to the 
Philippines, the European Chamber of Com- 
merce of the Philippines (ЕССР) and the 
Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF)/Germany. 
Unfortunately, the report failed to cite thé last 
three institutions. Being major partners and 
sponsors of the event, they deserved to be also 
mentioned. 

The organizers of the conference have de- 
cided to publish the speeches and workshop 
results, as well as other pertinent documents, 
in a conference report that will be available by 
August this year. 

—PAULG. SCHÄFER, 
resident representative, 
Hanns Seidel Foundation, 
112VA Rufino St, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 
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Cagayan flood control plan gets P100M 


‘BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA—PRESIDENT 


Macapagal-Arroyo has ordered the release of an 
initial P100 million as part of the P128-billion, 


boost economic growth. 


‘30-year flood control project for Cagayan Valley, 9 


officials here said on Wednesday. 


Bishop Ramon Vilena, chair of 
“the regional development council 
ХАО) in Cagayan Valley, said the 
fund release "only proves that the 
"President means very well” when it 
{games to her administrations devel- 
“opment thrusts for Northem Luzon. 

The amount, RDC officials said, 
койа be spent for the construction 


of about 10 small water-impound- 
ing projects (SWIP) that would be 
distributed in Nueva Vizcaya, Isa- 
bela, Cagayan and Batanes. 

Ms Arroyo announced the fund 
release during Friday's joint Cabi- 
пег and RDC me 
City that she presided. 

Villena lauded Ms Arroyo's move 


cause she is bringing 
ment closer to the peor 
Manila,” be said. 
pledged some Р; 


ing in Cauayan іп the next three years 


ing development to the country- 
side, and not always imperial 


In that meeting, Ms Arroyo 
lion in 
velopment projects to be poured thr айп: 


Luzon—composed of the Ilocos, 
‘Cagayan Valley and Cordillera re- 


gions, and Aurora and Nueva Eci- 


lined up is plan to group the coun- 
пу into four “mege-regions” anc 


year mast 
je govem- indudes improving roads and up- 
^ major rosd-widening pro- 
ject, she said, involves the Narva 
can-Tuguegarao City Road, which 
nds to improve access from 

to Cagayan, passing 

into North She said another major high- 
way would be built to link La 
Union, Benguet, Nueva Vizcaya 


‘Study notes fertilizer overuse in Ilocos farms 


LAOAG CITY—RESEARCHERS OF А STATE- 
тип university here have advised farmers to go 
Slow on the use of commercial fertilizer after a 
‘study showed that excessive fertilizer has in- 
‘duced the production of high nitrate content in 
the agricultural lands of a farming village. 

In his study, Antonio Fariñas, a professor at 
the Mariano Marcos State University College 
‘of Agriculture and Forestry, said the high ni- 
trate content of a farming area in Barangay 
Magnuang in Batac, locos Norte, has seeped 
into groundwater sources there. 

The study, conducted from January to De- 
cember 2004, focused on a 265-hectare land 
devoted to vegetable farming. 

„Farias presented his paper during consul 

Stations of the provincial board's environment 
‘and natural resources committee on Tuesday 
in preparation for the first provincial environ- 
mental summit in September 

Не said farmers have been applying too much 
fertilizer during the dry season, using as much as 
1450 kilograms per hectare. He said this exceeded 
he recommended 150 kg per hectare. 

Based on the study, water samples collected 
during the dry season showed 22 parts per mil- 
lion (ppm) of nitrogen which were way above 
the World Health Organization standard of 10 


Collected sample WHO standard 


higram for every liter of water). 
d аке in drinking 
‘waters a potential human health threat, especial- 
уло infants who could develop methaemoglobi 
‘emia or the “blue baby” syndrome. 
“Farmers [in Magnuang] are applying 

Чїшег more than what is required. When the 
farmlands are irrigated, the nitrate seeps 


downto the gr 
Tris still possible to have a no-nitrate 


ter sources would likely be contaminated 
ie where there was excessive use of 
rops such as tomato, eggplant 


ist be told that they are not on- 
ing fertilizer but like- 
lives of younger chil 


‘concerns that the committee would try to ad- 
dress in a proposed provincial environmental 

Cristina Arzadon, PDI Northern Lu- 
zon Bureau. 


and Quirino, passing through 
Bauang town in La Union, Baguio 
City, Kayapa and Dupax del Sur 
towns in Nueva Масауа, and 
Nagtipunan town in Quirino. 

The development plan in- 
cludes the upgrading of four air 
ports in Cagayan Valley: Тири 
garao City in Cagayan, Basco in 
Batanes, Cauayan City in Isabela 
and Bagabag in Nueva Vizcaya. 

Rimando said seaports in 
Aparri and Santa Ana in Cagayan, 
Basco, and Palanan in Isabela 
would also be rehabilitated. 

During the birthday celebration 
of llocos Sur Gov. Luis Singson in 


Vigan, Ms Arroyo also endorsed a 
project that was credited to the 
former close friend of deposed 
resident Joseph Estrada, 

Ms Arroyo said she supported a 
project of Singson to establish 
freeports in the province. 

А Chinese firm was to invest 
5100 million in the project, ac 
cording to Malacañang. 

‘The Arroyo administration has 
been enticing China to invest in 
mining and infrastructure in the 
Philippines, Melvin Gascon, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau with a 
report by Gil Cabacungan Jr, in 
Manila 


Logging syndicate 
uses tribesmen as 
human carabaos’ 


LUCENA CITYILLEGAL LOG- 
gers have resorted to using 
tribesmen in the Sierra Madre 
to haul logs out of the moun- 
tains threatened jungles. 

A delegation of the Adhik 
ng mga Grupong Taong Katu- 
tubo na Nagtatanggol (Agta) 
reported to the environmental- 
ist group Tanggol Kalikasan 
the harassment they get from 
legal loggers in Sie 

The group of tribesmen lives 
in Sitio Baykuran, a mountain 
settlement in Pagsengaban vil 
lage in General Nakar, Que- 

"The group said some mem- 
bers of the Agta tribe are being 
used by ilegal loggers based in 
Талау, Rizal to bring down logs. 


The groups members re- 
quested anonymity for fear of 
reprisal from the illegal log- 
ging syndicate. 

According to them, tribes 
men ате used like “human 
carabaos” to haul logs out of 
the mountain. They are paid 
P2 per board foot. 

Each tibesman hauls out 
between 30 to 40 board feet 
per trip out ofthe mountain. 

Upon reaching the river the 
logs are ted to the tribesmen 
‘who pull these upstream until 
they teach the pickup point 
near Daraitan village. I's the 
exit rowe to Tanay, 

The second phase of the job 
normally lasts for two days and 
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Outstanding 
Agents м» 
Lourdes Del Mundo 
Juan Тап 4a 
Rosario Salientes/Veronica Gonzalez 
Henry Espiritu/Nancy Bautista 
Gregorio Tongko 
Melba Tan 
Isagani Antonio 
Edna Gan 
Merton Семела 


Ismael Melendres, Jr. 
Lourdes Del Mundo 
Remedios Ngo 
Cecilia Melendres 
Valerie Wong de Leon 
Gregorio Tongko 
Arizaleta Tiamson 
Jaime Paraiso 
Emma Yuhico 


Aurelin Fernando 
Ma. Leticia Allado 
Valerie Wong de Leon 
Joseph Vincent Tiamson 
Remedios Ngo 
Emma Yuhico 
Domingo Reyes 
Francisco Henares 
Lourdes Del Mundo 


Agency Managers 
Antonia Lucresia Nicdao/ 
Eric Eusebio Nicdao (Luzon) 
Concepcion Gonzaga (Visayas) 
Carlos Huyatid (Mindanao) 


Nelia Laudico (Luzon) 
Contessa May Santos (Visayas) 
Charito Azarias (Mindanao) 


Gregorio Tongko (Luzon) 
Arturo Muyco (Visayas) 
Eleuterio Tubo (Mindanao) 
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Forests get new 
hope in tree 
cloning project 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
can only 
BAGUIO CITY—EFFORTS TO 
save the country’s endangered 
forests got a big boost recently 
when the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources 
adopted tree cloning as part ofits 
reforestation programs, 

Cloning trees is not really a new 
approach, forestry experts said. 

But the Cordillerzs mountain 
ranges and protected parks are 
headed to become the first to ben- 
efiton a large scale from the scien- 
tific process of propagating trees 
and other planting materials. 

тһе DENR is about to operate 
its largest tree-cloning 
facility at Pacdal here, 
а PIS-milion state of 
the art complex built 
on a 7,000-square me- 
ter lot that hosts, 
among other things, 
seed and tissue culture 
laboratories. — 

Environment Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes will 
lead DENR officials in 
inaugurating the facli 
ty tomorrow to be offi 
ally called clonal for- 
est nursery complex.” 

“it is the depart- 
ments biggest clonal 
area since it is the first 
to have a seed, cut 
tings and tissue labo- 
ratories in one com- 
plex" Samuel Ре 
пабе, DENR 
Cordillera regional ex- 
ecutive director, said, 

“With the regions 
forests and native trees slowly 
disappearing, we expect the com- 


Nestor 


dones 


INTHESE test 
tubes Пе the future 
of endangered tree 
species, says 
Nestor de 
Guzman, nursery 
in charge of the 
DENR Cordillera's 
first clonal tree 
nursery complex. 
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nursery complex. 


1.Colleetlon 


The region is rich in yakal, 
molave, sangilo and oak but they 


bear fruits and seeds 


опсе п three to five years, he said. 

"These trees can be developed 
їп this complex even during their 
off season,” he said. 


de Guzman, forester 


and nursery in charge, said the 
cloning would focus on two pro- 
cessesmacrosomatic and mi- 
crosomatic cloning. 

"The first is producing clones 
by cuttings of desired trees to be 
raised by way of introducing 
rooting hormones,” he said. "It is 
the common way of producing 


‘The second, he said, “is the 


more delicate ap- 
proach as it seeks to 
produce clones in the 
tissue laboratory 
where the species are 
developed in test 
tubes.” 

Pans of the fruit, 
stem, leaves or roots 
of endangered tree 
species wili be taken 
right from where they 
grow and will be 
Brought here for labo- 
ratory study he said. 

But the tissue labo- 
ratory is so sensitive 
that measures will be 
adopted to preserve 
the experiments, De 
Guzman said. 

“The tissue experts 
who will work in the 
lab will have to take a 
bath and wear caps and 


Processing 
diselacing 
soaked 


with disintectant 
30 minutes 


white suits to avoid contamina- 
mossy tion," he said. 

He said the cuttings area and 
tissue laboratory will be comple- 


plex to give our reforestation ef- mented by a seed laboratory and 


forts abig help,” he said. 


а hedge garden where seeds and 


‘Other clone, stations, jn the planting materials will be stored 


‘country do mostly research but, 


and raised. 


‘the complex here would prodce "Thé compléx'expecté to mass- 


and distribute planting materials, 
hesaid. 

The complex’s target is to 
mass-produce "clones" of the re- 
gion’s best kinds of pine trees and 
other endangered and endemic 
tree species, 

The cloned species will be 
propagated to serve as planting 


produce 


covers and biodiversitry have 
been seriously damaged, Penafiel 
said, 

“Later on, the complex will in- 
lude the cloning of genetically 
superior species of orchids, bam- 
boos, fruit trees and other rare 
trees," he said 


the tissue 


materials 


tribesmen get P3 per board foot at this stage. 

The stronger among the tribesmen could 
pull up to 150 board feet of logs upstream. 

“Its а backbreaking job even for a strong 
carabao. But our men endure the hardship 
and the indignity. They need money to buy 
salt, soap and other basic household items," 
said one Agta tribesman. 

He said, however, that the tribal communi- 
ty was not involved ín the cutting of trees 

Most of the tribe members survive by rattan 
gathering and planting mountain crops to sell 
these tolowlanders. 

"We respect Sierra Madre. This is our home 
and our life. But they also want to survive and 
we understand them," said one of the tribes- 
men. 

Lawyer Asis Perez, executive director of 
‘Tanggol Kalikasan, said a conference of all 
those involved in protecting Sierra Madre 
would also take up possible alternative liveli- 
hood programs for thousands of small-scale 
loggers who depend on the mountain. 

"Most of the tribesmen are victims. They 
are not the culprits in forest destruction," said 
Perez. 

Some of the Agta tribesmen said other in- 
digenous peoples are being used by illegal 
loggers in the mountain 

‘One said cash donations supposedly to be 
used as seed fund for rattan gatherers are in- 
stead used as capital for illegal logging ven- 
tures. 

‘The logging syndicates exploit the tribes- 
теп further by paying them with overpriced 
goods instead of cash, a tribesman said. 

тһе logging syndicates cut hardwood 
species like lauan and almaciga, a threatened 
species 

Almaciga yields а valuable resin known in. 
the world market as Manila copal which is 
шей іп the manufacture of vamish and 
linoleum, 

“Narra is now becoming rare due to mas- 
sive cutting in the past," one tribesman said. 

‘Sierrg Madre has been declared a protested 


several grown cloned planting 


bags in the recovery section. 
De Guzman said the complex 


60,000 seedlings, or 


cloned planting materials, called 
“propagules” or "mericlones" ev- 
ery month. 

‘Once it becomes fully opera- 
tional, the complex will require 
10,000 gallons of water daily. Au- 
tomatic mist sprayers have been 
installed to keep the cloned mate- 
materials in forests whose green rials moist 24 hours a day. 

‘The Inquirer, in a tour of the 
complex recently, found samples 
of cloned trees in test tubes inside. 


had been inspected by Dr. Mer- 
cedes Garcia, professor emeritus 
of the biotech department of the 
University of the Philippines at 
Los Baños, Laguna, and Dr. Mari- 
Туп Quimado, UPLB tissue expert, 
who, he noted, were all praises 
for the complex s completion. 
"The complex is comparable to 
the tissue laboratories of other 
Southeast Asian countries,” De 
Guzman quoted the two аз saying. 
‘The complex was built under 
the Короп integrated watershed 
management project which Ito- 


culture laboratory and 


in trays and potting 


татти, leaning 


Cutings/propagates 


There are two scientific ways to clone a tree macrosomatic (cuttings approach) or microsomatio 
(tissue culture). Below are the steps for sach approach, courtesy of Nick Sapla, forester and project 
manager of the Itogon Integrated Watershed Project and Renato Pacis, technical man of the clonal 


Г 


branches, seeds, twigs 


~ preide i 
Superior trees 


бес planting 
Seed Orchard 


Ф 

J i 
Ta. Hardening 
олтан 


on town in Benguet got as a con- 
cession from the construction of 
the San Roque multi-purpose 
dam in San Manuel, Pangasinan. 
Тороп denuded forests will be 
the first to receive the cloned plant- 
ing materials for propagation. 
igon Mayor Mario бойо 
welcomed the opening of the 
complex, saying "it would defi 
nitely help save our forests and 
restore our lost green covers." 
Penafiel said the regions 
mossy forests are fast disappear- 
ing due to their massive conver- 


АСТА natives in their mountain settlement in Sierra Madre. 


area under Proclamation No. 1636. Harvest- 
ing of trees and other forest products is highly 
restricted there and requires special permits 
from the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources 

"The Agta delegates also complained that 
they bear the brunt of government operations 
against illegal logging, 

He sad logging syndicates send men to ha- 
rass the tribesmen 

"They spread word that the Agta is only 
‘worth a bullet,” one native said. 

"The DENR' National Anti-Eavironmental 
Crime Task Force (Naectaf) conducted a se- 
ties of raids last month in Daraitan village, a 
disputed area between Tanay, Rizal and Gen- 
eral Nakar, Quezon. 

Environment Undersecretary Roy Kyamko, 
Naectaf deputy head, said РЕМА men at 
checkpoints would be in rouble if ilegal logs 
make itpast them. 

"The group of Agra gaveyhe names of sus- 


pected illegal loggers operating in the area. 

The tribesmen said at least 30 power saws 
are used by the loggers. 

"They cut trees even inside our reservation 
area but we couldn't do anything. We brought 
this matter to the attention of authorities sev- 
eral times in the past but to no avail" said the 
group leader. 

Perez sought the help of Lt. Gen. Pedro 
ашау Jr, head of the military's South- 
em Luzon Command based in Camp 
Nakar. 

Cabusy acknowledged that the logging 
syndicate has become "too bold." 

"i received information that one of my offi- 
cers was also being threatened by these illegal 
loggers,” he said. 

‘Cabuay said the military would protect the 
Agta tribesmen. 

"Every soldier is also an environmenta- 
list," he said. Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


T 


b Processing. 
Removal of unwanted 
ү. Реп ойр into sections 


Refrigeration 


ii 


Plantets 
transfered to bottle 


INGrOCHAPMCHI UA MSTDE eano 


sion into vegetable gardens. 

The trend, he said, had been 
observed in Mt. Sto. Tomas in Tu- 
ba, Benguet, and the Benguet 
side of Mt. Data and Mt. Pulag, 
two of the country’s protected 
watersheds due to the presence 
of endemic flora and fauna there. 

Penafiel said mossy forests are 
crucial in developing the forests’ 
organic matter that is needed to 
protect water resources and pro- 
long the ife of watersheds. 

He said the complex could help 
rebuild the mossy forests. 
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Mine site 
landslide . 
kills 5 


DAVAO CITYFIVE PEOPLE 
were kiled, including a 4-year 
old gir, when а landslide hit а 
mining site in Pantukan town in 
Compostela Valley, the Office of 
Civil Defense in Southern Min- 
danao said yesterday. 

Carmeli Lupo, chief of th 
Office of Civil Defense in South] 
em Mindanao, said at least si 
houses were buried when mud 
rushed down on Barangay Nap 
mapan at around 6:30 p.m. ой 
Monday. 4 

Residents in the area immedi 
ately launched a search and res 
cue operation. 

Lupo identified the fatalities as 
Marilyn Magdipig, her 4-year-old, 
daughter Lady Lee, John Rey Pei 
quio, Jimmy Delihensya andi 
Alex Calo. H 

ive other people were injured 
he said. i 

Lupo said intermittent rain 
triggered the landslide. { 

He said the OCD had previous 
ly tried to convince residents ivi 
ing near ће slopes to move out 
because of threats of landslides. 

"The reason they continue to 
stay in those areas is because 
these are near their workplace; 
Lupo said 

The mining areas in the four- 
province Davao region have beer? 
tagged landslide prone areas af- 
ter a geo-hazard mapping con- 
ducted by the Environmental 
Management Bureau found its 
soil unstable. 

їп recent years, dozens of peo- 
ple have died in landslides that 
occurred in the region, including 
those in the Mt. Diwata mining 
area in Monkayo, Compostela 
Valley 

In Digos City, at least seven 
houses were swept away when 
floods hit four barangays on Sun- 
day night. 

Disaster officials said thou- 
sands of families had been affect- 
ей by the floods, which were also 
triggered by rains, in Barangays 
Zone 1, Tres de Mayo, Cogon and 
Aplaya. 

Lily Bedico, Aplaya barangay 
chair, said more than a thousan 
residents in that shoreline village 
lost livestock and pieces of prof 


у. 

Bedico said nobody was rey 
ported hurt since it occurred ear! 
ly at night when people were still 
awake. In some areas, the flood) 
water immediately subsided after 
afew hours. 

In Malaybalay City residents of 
Barangay Magsaysay in Kibawey 
Bukidnon fled their homes абе? 
detecting ground cracks last 
week. Dennis Jay C. Santos, ЕЁ 
die Aguirre and Grace C. AL. 
basin, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Ex-rebels, soldiers, 
students plant trees 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—FOR- 
mer communist rebels and sol- 
diers joined students in planting 
about 6,000 tree seedlings in a 
bid to reforest a balding moun- 
тїп in Maasim, Sarangani 
province. 

The hinterland village of Am- 
sipit was once the battleground of 
the military and New Peoples 
‘Army (NPA) rebels. 

Maasim Mayor Aniceto Lopez 
Jz said the event was one of the 
highlights of the town's annual 
“Fiesta sa Kabukiran." 

"We are here to foster peace 
and development, no longer to 
‘wage war,” Lopez said. 

Rex Charlie Teves, project offi- 
cer of Mahintana ‘Foundation, 
said among those that the sol- 
diers, former rebels and students 
planted in the area were nabul 
(rosewood), mahogany, hindang, 
bakan and Philippine cinnamon 
trees. 

"There can never be sustain- 
able development without bal 
‘anced ecology. So itis а must for 
us to protect and restore our eco- 
logy,” Lopez said. 

He urged local officials and 
residents of Tahakayo, Kyumad 
and Раа! Basak to take care of 
the planted trees, 

“We are not only protecting 
ош ocean, but also the moun- 
tains," he said. 

Recently, the Maasim govern- 
ment also signed a memorandum 
of agreement (MOA) with vari- 
ous schools for a massive tree- 


planting activity. В 


The local government unit 
(LGU) provides the planting ma- 
terials while the studens, 
through the Community Ad 
vancement Training (CAT), plant- 
ed the seedlings. 

їп Digos Ску, officials attend- 
ing the meeting of the Southern 
Mindanao Regional Disaster Co- 
ordinating Council (RDCC) have 
criticized the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources 
for embarking on а nationwide 
tree-planting program without 
proper coordination with LGUs. 

"he program, which aims to 
plant trees along ће 1,200-km 
Pan-Pilippine highway woul 
starton July 22. 

Amado Serrano, Davao del Su 
provincial irrigation. chief, sad] 
the project is laudable but th 
DENR failed to coordinate wit 
LGUs. 

He said the coordination 
would ensure the growth of th 

"If the LGUs would support thé 
project, theres а great chance of 
Кз success," Serrano said. 

Fe Navidad, Digos City social 
welfare officer, suggested that the 
DENR establish a test aren first 
before embarking on a nation: 
wide tree-planting program toi 
avoid waste of money. 

“We are behind this effort, bu 
the DENR must ascertain that 
necessary precautions. would 
taken to avoid failure,” Carmelita, 
Lupo, regional disaster chief, sai 

Aquiles Z. Zonio and Eldle S, 
Aguirre, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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BONDOC Peninsula 
farmers behind prison 
bars in Gumaca, 
Quezon district jail. 
morose DANT PAAR. 


Supreme Court of the Philippines 
p 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Judicial and Bar Council announces the opening of four 
postions of ASSOCIATE JUSTICE of the COURT OF 
APPEALS in view of the appointment of Justice Arturo D. 
Brion as Secretary of the Department of Labor and 
Employment and the forthcoming compulsory retirement of 
(1) Justice Godardo A. Jacinto, on August 20, 2008; (2) 
Justice Vicente L. Yap, on August.22, 2006; and (3) Justice 
‘Santiago J. Калада Jr, on November 10, 2006. 

Applicationsirecommendations must be submitted NOT LATER 

THAN July 12, 2006, Applicants/recommendees must submit 

the following to the JBC Secretariat, 2° Fir., Centennial Bldg. 

‘Supreme Court, Padre Faura St, Manila (Tel. No. 552-0512 Fax 

No. 552-9598): 


Application LetterfRecommendation Letter 


Sees pem 
IN OUEZON Um IMEEM дшш 
LAND ROW U TERN 
2575 {не 
TIT EE 


(Official Receipt from the IBP National Treasurer 6 copies 


Why are they in jail? | ==... = 


B. The JBC also announces that he folowing are applicants for 
different judgeship positions: 

By Delfin T. Mallari jr. successive fling of criminal charges REGIONAL TRIAL COURT (RTC): (REGION Ш) - 

Lucena City against the tenants and prospective "AN & PALAYAN, NUEVA ECIJA: LAPUZ, Antonio L. 

CARP beneficiaries in the big land. | Jr (REGION IV) - LUCENA CITY, QUEZON: (Br. 54) 


: y САВР eie іп Ret Manes | ACAIN. Carlos 1 ARIZALA, Angelo Fo; BAGUIO, Celso O.: 
HE WRINKLED HANDS OF 86YEAR-OLD SEVERINO Бане owned bythe Reyes, Si oo. Expeciacon Basta SALGUIEDRA Бано: 


Lanot grasped the cold bars in one of the cells at the dis- “че гу morete emer 12000 | CHUA; Eivia Cheng: DELA CRUZ Eugeno G; ELEAZAR, 


wise "dV Viclor V; ESPIRITU, io T GELLA, Victor C; JUSI, Uidarco M. 
trict jail in Gumaca, Quezon, 196 km southeast of Manila. hectares in San Narciso and San Andres; ii үзү i 
j Q папагал hain Sar Ands Manases, | MAYNIGO, Wiredo L: MENDOZA, Ernesto C: SANTILLAN, 


A a U OTA TEE ear ро раа Ба 
behind his pathetic presence inside the іп the Bondoc Peninsula “also serve аз Queblars, 139 ha in San Francisco. CITY, RIZAL: (Br. 74) ACURA, Severina Aguilar; AMANTE, 
carved peon The only audible words the private armies of some ofthe land. ` TwosconsofeReyescimarelo- | Jason A: ANDOY, Tereso A: AQUINO. Femando F. Jr; ASIS, 
aad "Ты Бш or my land lords? Saulsaid.“The NPA isalsofore- cal executives of San Narciso and | Josephus Joanes Н; AUMENTADO. Reymundo L; BADANDO, 
‘OnMay31,Lanot,along-timetiler ingustoagree tothe old system.” Buenavista. Miguel Y- BANDAY, Jose: BAEZA, Bienvenido V. dt; BALIGOD, 
of tre тз Reyes езше i San Andres Вай forall the accused tied P19 ‘The farmers said the Department of | Rommel C.: BAUA Auli E; BENAVIDEZ Pastor J: BUENA, 
town in Quezon's Bondoc Peninsula, million, excluding the amounts set for Environment and Natural Resources Meere ey ao cern A ret 
Song wih 100 farmers belonging tO the 127 cases pending atthe fice ofthe had old them that ıe land parcels hey | Arturo У: CATUBAY, Santos V. dr , Amorfina 
емоша. 2 'Kiusang Magbubukid ng Sondoe Provincial Prosecwog бе KURP sid. were dling were пору owed by | CLAVE, ae Saee LS Nestor М. DAYDAY, Braulio: 
wou Peninsula (KMBP) and their families, the landlords because these were dassi- Ferdinand M.; DABALOS, Nestor M.: DAYDAY, Braulio; 
bebi Went to the Philippine National Police 187 cases pending B a Send of шины! аштан. | DECHAVE Јово Ms DEYNATA Биба Месе DITOR 
€ Detter (PNP) headquanes in Camp Crame, А roal of 169 cases are pending at and disposabie ands witout daimans | Репа Young: FAJARDO, Alejandro D. Jr: FERNANDEZ 
Quezon Ciy, to face 187 criminal саз. the Regional Til Court in Gumaca, ve or with multiple caimans: Tor ong Сыыо Ин Oa eae 
for us to Que ke dem by landowners, more x the Municipal Hal Court, and Rufo Lorenzo, Cem chief in the | GELLADA. Cecilio B. dr; GUERRERO, Fernando Y. Jr; 
Fhe ches ranged fom qualified 13at the provincial prsecuorsaffice. Bondoc Peninsula based in Catanauan | GUEVARA, Felctes Asinas: IGNALAGA, Ma. Consejo Gengos 
come out theft and estafa to trespassing. Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez town, said some portions of the estates JAMOLIN, Conrado M.; JURADO, Alessandro D.; LABASTIDA, 
The farmers “surrendered” to evade has ordered the prosecutors to review had been classified as timberland and Philip G. nue Man мине tiers ed 
alleged harassment by ther landiords, the cases and the Public Atomeys alienable and disposable. Salvador 0: MACARAIG, Virgilo V; farina Milan: 
and appeal етан пва Office (РАО) to defend them. Although a imbertand could ‘not be MONSANTO, Stephen L.; MORENTE, Manuel A. Jr.: PADAEN, 
peaceful peninsula. They are fighting to But the review was no longer possi- titled under one's name, Lorenzo ex- Alejandro A.; PAGAYATAN, Lourdes Taay; PAGDILAO, 
[е ролш of econ panaon in ble since the charges have already been plained thar it could be thesubjectofa | Zabe lores: PAMULAR, Ramon О: PAZ Noel а: PEREZ” 
ete elem dm. Bella coun, Quen piece pres Сарае йк! couractbenween | Maso CS, Бае R VERA Rad АУЕН 
the open des plasd under the govemments cuor Dione Busonera explained. We the governmentanda qualifed pary | Manuel B. у SULLA, Petronio А. Jr; TIMOLA, Wilredo V.: 
2 Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- cannot be actingasthedefensecounsel "Аз far as the alienable and dispos- | TOBIA, Robert H.: TOLENTINO, Romulo S.: VELASCO, 
halve Сее un р бєк Тейиш abiclanisareconcernedhereszjx- | Аш. VENTURANEA, Aber C. VER. Francie A; 
Thapseven "Of" the farmers nizations behind the farmers that there dicial process going for the landlords | VIDAD, Lucas R.; VILLANUEVA, Daniel С. YEE. Caridad 
fugitive brought with them the arrest war- was no legal basis in fling the cases has seeking toeffectthetiting ofthe land | Villamor; ZURAEK, Merianthe Manzano (REGION VI) - 
rants issued against them, leaving the no legal basis at all, he said. in their favor” he said. ILOILO CITY: (Br. 32) AGUILAR, Narciso М. BAEZA, 
lives PNP Criminal Investigation and De. ` Bustonera noted that the farmers Bienvenido V. dr: BARTE, Felxbero P.: BIONAT, Jeremy V.: 
ives tection Group no choice but to take had been presenting a certification Legal documents BRILLANTES, Wenredo E.: CAMARISTA, Andres Wihelm B. 
een Отор по they were subse. from the Community Environment Мок of the vast tracts of land in | CASTROJAS. Rudy P.: DEL CASTILLO, Filpla Deligero: 
juently detained in Gumaca and San and Natural Resources Office (Cenro) question are validly owned by the DEMAISIP, Jose P.; DIAMANTE, Domingo P.; DIVINAGRACIA, 
ee d d ere ia aided "They be Elsa Roldan; DORONILA, Arturo G.; GO, Kathrine Au: 
rancisco towns in Quezon. trou" ofthe дЫ aim over ойюм, he added. “They have the | iss окап: DORONILA, Arturo C- GO. Katrina Au: 
$ the contested tracts of land. tiles and the tenurial instruments” | GONZALES, Rene В. ERO Oionen J. LADRIDO, Ma. Daniels 
Detention “But between a Torrens title ofthe Lorenzo said he had long invited | Сумо MANUEL Marina Milan. PASCO. Lyna Brotario; PIA 
On June 2,71 more arrest warrants landowners and a mere certification thefarmersandthelandlordsforadi- | Armando V; RAVANERA, Manuel R- REY. Anita Jamerian 
wereserved on 18 farmers said Joanne from the Cenro, the Torrens system alogue to clarify the situation. AE DA камын TUCLAUD, Edgardo Y ZERRUDO, 
Femandez, spokesperson of the Philip. will prevail. We could not base our de- “Unfortunately the farmers opted to | Alexis A. 
pine Ecumenical Action for Communi- cision on their mere hearsay that they conduct rallies and demonstration 
т пой e er eri er o ۸ a eker e aa 
tion. At least 16 more facing arrest for cause the landowner, the Reyes family, derstand the judicial process,” he said. d DADO n oa BAEZA DENENG V. 
Чай theft and exafa gave hem. Ваз a tide. They have legal proofs of — Avaling themseives of eir right | Jr. BONDAD, Ruth Dulaycan; CABREROS, Harriet Cawl: 
selves up o the CIDG on June 8 land ownership," he said. under the leasehold stem, mast ofthe CLEMENS. Мута Molintas: CORPUZ, Ferdinand M. 
Henaro Saul, 43, who was among. farmers refused to pay the landowner's GALACGAC, Marvin A.; HUMIDING, Jennifer Palaguitang; 
the first group of farmers who volun- Status quo Shan aad ieod deposited their | MABALOT, Roberto R.; MALINGAN, Adolfo R. MAYAN, 
тау surrendered, recounted how Since most of the cases of land dis- “rent” to the municipal treasurer Резо б. PAMINTUAN; Norman У: PARAYNO, Ferdinand О: 
policemen, soldier and armed goons рше are pending in cour, the starus "Most ofthe cases fled against them | REYES, Remedios B- SENSON, Romeo В: TAGUDAR, Evalyn 
Pounded and barged inte his quo in land ownership will prevail in involve qualifed theft of coconuts, | Cacho: ТАМО. Ma. Theresa Guadafa: YARTE George H. Jr 
house in Barangay Tala іп San Andres favor of the owners, he said. estafa for failure to remit the landlord's "pU ета SITY: гамеле ede 
one aftemoon in April, Не rebuned ирер by lawyers of shares of dhe harvest, перен mali. | BAUTISTA Josephine Gonzales. BEDANA. Gina Алы: 
Не was outside at the time, but he the farmers thar the cases should be cious mischief and grave threat. Күүсү ще es TT 
heard the men demanding that he classified zs “agrarian,” and should  “Itsnotonlythe farmers whoarebe- | (REGION VI) - (Brs. 5,6,7,8,9 & 10) - ILOILO CITY: 
come out, He saw them break the therefore be resolved by the Depart. ing еру harassed by the landlords. | FRESWIDO, Ma Zaca QURE a 
tien wie nd hs po o Маа fom. oy co Бет Аратта лты E | MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT OME RE 
no d emen. at hey are the ceme of heland and landowners” sad Adm Gun | CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT (сто): (REGION н) - 
‘That day, four farmers were arrested are not tenants?” the prosecutor sak. provincial agrarian reform officer. ГААН, БАЙЫН оа DESO Gon 
separately in the same town. Bustonera assailed the PAO off- ° Cruzacknowledged that CARP land | BamtnarDINAte-D Түлке 
pee vee tee n- prora eg ery Бега) Ва vae MAGUINDANAO: BACARAMAN, Al Ошка K- EO 
we decided to come ourin the open ar inst the farmers, id particularly in San Narciso, San An- | Liang H. PIANG, Annabelle Оита Plang: SANIEL, Leona 
а шейи о бе asheriies. they order us to stop? Irs our jobro dres and San Райно, because of | 5: SINSUAT. Mando V. sr- б 
‘The hunted farmers decided thet it fle cases in court,” he said. years of resistance by the landowner. 
Would be bener for ust come out and He said the huge bail set by the “They have all the resources to ЯД erben edel 
ae ae eee e imme let cei н eer oes area a 
Fave lives,” баш вай in iipino atthe Sauls wife Juanita said it was “his hire good lawyers to challenge our 
Gumaca jail warden's office. decision to surrender and be impris- every move in court, further slowing The JBC also invites the public те о реон 
Не sad he hed been a farmer for опей while the case is being heard.1 down the process,” he said. коды AL сю I SEL m 
the ма 30 years, "Before me, my support his decision even iit would  "Burwenowseesnsofmelowing | к\н эе аө, иг айп арош ihe JBC; and lt 
grandfather and my father also tilled be hard for me to raise the family by resistance. Моя of the landownersare | processes 3 
the piece of land I'm currently farm- myself. We don't have the money for now receptive to dialogues. But unfor- 
gmo Lanot, ing. Now I'm accused of robbing the his temporary freedom.” tunately, the farmers now prefer to 20 June 2006 
the oldest among fruits-of labor of my whole clan," he һе called on President Macapa- discuss the issues through rallies an 
Bondoc Peninsula Said, his head shaking la disgust. galkArroyotobelpthefarmers. demonsraon” Cruz lamented (Sg) MA LUISA D. VILLARAMA 
farmers now Не has been charged by the land- The growing unrest in coconut ha- He clarified that the agrarian trou- N 
languiinginside lords with qualified theft for the co- ciendas in San Narciso, San Francisco ble did not reflect ће agrarian situa- 
сн атаса comus thar his forebears had planted. and San Andres was spawned by the tion inthe whole peninsula | 
ex ^ Ч " 


our case in 


The public may submit sworn complaint, written report, or 


1 A MOST PRESTIGIOUS ADDRESS 


Located in the heart of dynamic Makati City. Be five minutes away. 
from all your favorite shopping centers, offices, hotels, restos, 
and top establishments. 


FULLY FITTED. FULLY FURNISHED. 
FULLY FABULOUS. 


Century Properties” trademark fully fitted, fully furnished concept with 
a choice of three exceptional interior design options: Modern, Sleek, or 
Contemporary. Moving in is hassle-free. 


3 UNBEATABLE VALUE 


Units start at 1.9M or as low as 12T/month with Studio, Tbr, 2br, and 3br 
units as well as breathtaking loft and skyloft configurations. 
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grandsohomakati л; 


You've come to a point in your career when you can finally afford life's finer things. But really... designer stilettos, nightly dinners at 
posh restos, or even that brand new executive sedan don't make.for wise investments. Perhaps it's time to re-allocate some of your 
paycheck to a purchase that will surely appreciate and be appreciated! 


D Player 


Introducing Grand Soho Makati - a 40 storey residential high rise from Century Properties, the same group that brought you the 
award-winning Essensa East Forbes. For as low as 12,000 a month, less than the amount on your monthly credit card bill, you get a 
most fabulous Makati condo that truly is the best buy of all. 


Grand Soho Makati. It's all that you desire and more. 
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Mors Golden angle 


Grand Soho Makati is a joint venture 
project of Century Properties and 


€» CENTURY 8-9025 - 893-7050 


PROPERTIES GROUP 0915-700-2000 


We see things a century ahead. www.gsmcondo.com 


TAKE A SNEAK PEEK AT OUR MODEL UNITS! Level 5, SM Megamall, Bldg A 


ım hs comtinuing desire to improve he project the proponents reserve the right to change podus 
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foie sues 2 in vehicle sale 


Songbird cites warranty breach for ‘defective’ van 


Waars] By DJ Yap The two had assured her that 
the van was brand new and in 
HAT SINSIDE | s. REGINE VELASQUEZ perfect condition. They even 
has filed а P203,773 damage suit gave her a warranty for it, she 
В 3 suspected against two men who allegedly said. 
sold her а defective van which _ In August 2005, Velasquez said 
kidnap gang she claimed barely made it to her у hecked at Ford Pasong 
garage after a test run in Baguio mili 
genes Giy f The checkup revealed that the 
nabbed /А20 Velasquez charged Severino vehicle's overdrive funcion, com | i 
Oliva and Derick Oliveros with т , pressum byt 
breach of warranty with damages Тһе papers for the vehicle бё 
B Mercury drug in the Quezon City Hall of Jus- were thus transferred to her = 
г tice. name, through a loan she had se- 
storein Ina civil complaint, the singer cured from the bank, she added. 
Parafiaque said she bought 22003 model sil  Velasqu us van an In her complaint, Velasquez to be paid P3,773 in actual dam. 
ver-gold Ford E-150 van (plate ing the van almost у m 000, si said Oliveros and Oliva had ages, P100,000 in moral dam- 
robbed /А20 | number RBU 484) from Oliva, After two weeks, she bro purchase price had been consid- failed to comply with the маг. ages, P50,000 in exemplary dam- 
With car dealer Oliveros serving Baguio to test its running condi- erably reduced. But Oliva reject- ranties and representations un- ages and P50,000 in attorney's 
asan intermediary lastyear tion. But on the way home, the ed the offer, she stated. der the sale contract. She asked fees. 


ел wh 


j VELASQUEZ: Money back, please. tomor 


B San juan bans 


vss itd No sign of treasure dig in QC school after 4th search mission 


garbage in open 
— 7420 | эр ‘The investigation, however, Manahan, who had claimed they zon that had been turned into a But city engineer Joselito 
р е since the safety of were part of the treasure hunt warehouse, said De Guzman, Cabungcal said there was only a 
в Makati peaceful | FOR THE FOURTH TIME THIS the students and teachers was at that ended five years ago, who chairs the blue ribbon com- small possibility that the allega- 
Я year, Quezon City officials yester- stake, ап showed the building officials the mittee of the city council, which tion was true, since all four in 
despite 2 day inspected the campus of the of earthquakes undermining де эшк мыч the diggings were is investigating the issue. speetions, including one conduct- 
explosions Philippine School of Business Ad- stability of the school st supposedly done. "The place was filled with bro- ed by the Bureau of Mines and 
a ministration on Aurora Boule. officials said. They claimed that there was ken chairs and desks, and it was Geosciences, had yielded nega- 
-Binay vard for signs of treasure diggings -feet h dark so it was hard to see tive results. 
but found nothing. day. Officials want the м said, adding thathe А private engineering compa- 
/А20 Two complainants who hadex- digging sites, which in К nings of found the complainants’ story пу hired by PSBA also certified 
posed the alleged illegal excava- di a а aimed they had ce- “credible.” that no evidence of treasure dig- 
tions in the school to search for patch, cleared of. ucion, m. у stopped "Based on my personal obser- gings tued up after two days of 
the fabled Yamashita gold direct- зо they can get a better look, said К fabled Ya- vation, the witness seemed very inspection, upon orders of the 
ей city officials to three purport- Quezon City Councilor Dante de familiar with the area. He seemed суз Office of the Building Offi- 
ed digging sites, but they could Guzman. к то know what he was talking cial, which required ап indepen- 
not find the opening. ‘Antonio Magtalas and Rodrigo f Manuel Que- about," he added dent probe. 
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_ METROBRIEFS 


San Juan bans burning 
of garbage 
BURNING your garbage 
on sidewalks or publi 
places? Think again. If 
You lve in San Juan, it 
Wil also cost you up to 
P4,000 in fines. The San 
Juan Municipal Council 
has banned the “out- 
door or open-space 
burning of domestic or 
solid waste" in the small 
town, saying the bad 
habit "causes pollution, 
harms the environment and emits a fou smell. 
Councilor Dante Santiago, who introduced the or 
dinance, noted that "some irresponsible and ca- 
lous citizens continue to dump and burn their 
garbage in their ots, at street comers (and on) 
sidewalks. He defined solid waste as “al dis- 
carded household and commercial waste, non- 
hazardous institutional waste, portsarbor and 
industrial waste, street sweepings, construction 
debris, agriculture waste, garden and yard waste 
and other nonhazardous/nontoxie solid waste. 
Under the ordinance, the town's Solid Waste. 
Management Office would put up signs to мат 
residents not to burn their garbage. also tasked 
Policemen, "ask Forco Disiplina” operatives, 
barangay oficls and watchmen to apprehend 
violators, First-time violators wil! be given a 
warning. Secand-time violators, on the other 
fand. wil be slapped with a P500 fine while third- 
tiine offenders wil be fined P1,000. 

‘Edson C. Tandoe Jt. 


Drugstore robbed 

THE EMPLOYEES of a 24-hour drugstore in 
Pirafaque City were jolted awake when six 
armed men barged into the establishment eariy 
mornin yesterday. Two customers were wound- 
sd when they refused to turn over their valuables 
tothe robbers. SPO! Rodolfo Balacuay case in- 
vestigator, said in his report that six armed men 
‘entered the Mercury Drugstore branch on Sitio 
Evacom, Barangay San Dionisio at around 5:10 
ат. Two customers identified as Maro Corrigan- 
"and Mylene Corales sustained gunshot 
wounds when they refused to give their belong- 
ings to the robbers, said Balacuay. Corriganto 
жаз shot in the stomach while Coraes sustained 
a wound in her left han, They were rushed to the 
Parañaque Medical Center after the incident. Ac- 
carding to city police chiet. Supt. Ronald Estes, 
they could not yet determine the amount of cash 
the drugstore had lost to the robbers since its 
management had declined to give them any infor- 
mation Tne robbers, however, were able to run 
off with around P10,000 worth of valuables 
which they had taken from the store employees. 
and customers. The security guard, Roel Gecoso, 
told the police that four men armed with 38-cal 
revolvers disarmed him while two others an- 
nounced the holdup. "The suspects helped each 
ther gather the store's earnings for the day and 
Strip the customers of their personal belong- 
ings,” Gecoso said. The police sald they would 
Soon release а sketch ofthe suspects based on 
descriptions given by witnesses. Jocelyn R. Uy 


WITNESS ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC PERIODS 
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METRO 
3 suspected kidnap gang members nabbed 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THREE SUSPECTED MEMBERS OF A NOTORIOUS 
kidnap-forransom (KFR) group victimizing Chinese- 
Filipino businessmen in Metro Manila have been ar- 
rested in successive operations conducted by the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 

"The suspects were identified ss Andres Lucero, 35, 
and Fromencio Enacmal, 27, both natives of Leyte 
and residens of Rosario, Pasig City: Also arrested was 
Gualberto Castillaja, 33, ано а native of Leyte and res- 
ident of Paliparan, Dasmariñas, Cavite. 

Lucero served as the driver of the group while 
Fromencio and Casilaja guarded the victims of the 
Calvin Lagado-Noel Enacmal Waray Waray KFR and 
armed robbery group, which had been responsible for 
а string of Kidnap and armed robbery cases in the 
metropolis, the NBI said. 

Fromencio, the brother of group leader Noel, was 
arrested last June 1 in Pasig Cty He ater told the po- 
lice about the whereabouts of the two other suspects. 
Castilaja was nabbed in Cavite the same day while 
Lucero was arrested only les Monday. 

“the Waray-Waray group is the ток active КРА 
group in Metro Mania," NBI National Сара! Region 
NCH) Office chief Ruel Lasaia said in a press confer- 
ence yesterday 

“Despite the groups lack of sophisticated commu 
cation equipment and vehicles its members are noto 
ous because of cheir brazenness in kidnapping their vie- 
tims,” Lasala said, adding thatthe suspects shot anyone 
who interfered in their illegal operations 

"While other KFR groups are careful, the Waray- 
Waray Group members cary out kidnappings in the 
presence of many people, the NBI official saic 

Lasala said the Lagado-Enacmal Waray Waray 
Group was behind the abduction of Wilbert Uy and a 
certain M Dy in Quezon City маз also responsible 
for the kidnapping of a certain М. Ty near Binondo 
Church in Manila, he added. 

"Apart from KER activities, this group was also in- 
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NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation officials present to media three suspected members of a kidnap for 


ransom and armed robbery gang believed to be behind several abduction cases in the metropolis. 


volved in a number of pawnshop, payroll and bank 
robberies,” NBI acting director Nestor Mantaring said. 
“The suspects arrest was timely because they were 
planning to kidnap another victim with their leader 
Noel and his brother Edwin, he added. 

Lasala said former Waray-Waray leaders Lagado 
and Rogelio Morfe, who were arrested by the NBI in 


2004, had identified the three suspects as their ac- 
‘complices during tactical interrogation. 

“The three suspects were nabbed on the basis of ar- 
rest warrants for double murder and robbery with 
homicide,” Lasala added. 

‘The NBI has launched a manhunt for Noel and his 
other companions. 


Quake drill taught students lesson or two Makati safe 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


dents to panic, 
their classrooms wher 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT. 

A day after participating in the na- 
tionwide earthquake drill, hundreds of 
students at the Rosario Elementary 
‘School in Pasig City quickly abandoned 
their classrooms after seeing thick 
smoke coming from the school's sewing 
room yesterday morning. 

FOI Salvador Norberte told the In- 
Quien that a cabinet full of corrected 
test papers inside the sewing room, 
‘which was on the school building's sec 
ond floor, had caught fire. 

‘School custodians quickly used fire 
extinguishers to put out the small fire. 
The incident was over in five minutes 
and firemen had not even arrived on 
the scene. 


smoke. 


cant. 


Pupils and teachers outside 
suddenly noticed smoke coming 
ош of the room. School 

ans called up the йге station and 


OF CHANGE IN HISTORY... 


Where there's smoke 

"They just implemented what they 
did during the earthquake drill 
when they saw the smoke," assistant 
to the principal Susanna Cruz told 
the INQUIRER. 

“Of course, this was an actual inci- 
dent, so some our students also pan 
icked,” she added. 

Norberte said the fire broke out at 
8:45 a.m. yesterday. Classes were al- 
ready being held in most of the class- 
rooms but the sewing room, on the 
mezzanine of the second floor, was va- 


started dousing the flames using fire ex 


tinguishers. 
they saw the 


Investigation 

the small fire, hinting 
been del 

deliberare 


ora lighter. 


istodi- 


“We have about 60 classrooms here. 
They are all equipped with бте extin- 
guishers" Cruz said, proud of the sup- 
Port the school was getting from the 
Су government. Rosario Elementary 
School is one ofthe biggest elementary 
schools in Pasig City in terms of popula- 
tion. Ihas 4,367 students, Cruz said. 


rately set. “This could be a 
attempt.” he said, adding 
that someone could have used a match 


Cruz said they would also investigate 
their own students, especially those 
they suspected to be smokers. 

"Maybe some of them wanted to hide 
their cigarettes, so they hid cigarette 
buns inside the cabinet," Cruz added. 


despite 2 
explosions, 
says Binay 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


Norberte said they would investigate 


DESPITE THE TWO EXPLOSIONS THAT 
took place this month in the city, Makati 
officials were quick to assure residents 
yesterday that the countrys financial 
district remains "very peaceful.” 

"We want to assure people in em- 
bassies and buildings that everything is 
under control. You don't have to worry. 
But we need you to get involved. Please 
report to us any untoward incidents in 
your buildings," Mayor Jejomar Binay 
told members of the diplomatic corps, 
barangay officials and security person- 


nel of the city’s establishments during a 
command conference yesterday. 

Binay called for the emergency secu- 

у command, the first for the year, to. 
assess the threats to Makati in view of 
the explosion in front of the Grepalife 
Building on Gil Puyat Avenue on June 
6. This was followed by Monday's inci- 
dent in which a grenade blew up in 
font of the Aquaventure House in 
Barangay San Antonio. 


AMERICA’S SEXUAL AWAKENING Marine top honcho’s 
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Overreaction 

“Wes very peaceful here. There has 
just been some overreaction to the inci- 
ents, We have force multipliers to help 
the police,” city police chief, Senior 
Supt Mariero Valerio, told reporters. 

At the same time, both officials dis- 
pelled rumors circulating about a threat 
to bomb the RCBC Plaza on Ayala Av- 
enue comer Gil Puyat (formerly Buen- 
dis), а Yuchengco-owned building 
housing seven embassies and offices of 
the European Union and United Na- 
tions. 

“That is the worst case of a rumor 
making the rounds. If there's any secure 
building in Makati, it's RCBC Plaza. It's 
the last place where an incident of 
bombing would occur” said Binay 
adding that at least 60 policemen are 
assigned to guard the building every- 
day. 

Valerio, meanwhile, said that the po- 
lice found not just one, but two 
grenades in front of the Aquaventure 
House. 

"The second grenade was found sev- 
eral hours after the first one exploded 
in front of the building located at the 
corner of St. Paul and Mayapis Streets 
ar 6:15 a.m. Monday. 


Second grenade 

“There was another grenade found. 
Burit was just a practice grenade," Vale- 
rio said, adding that the explosive was a 
decoy that would not detonate. 

"The building watchman had earlier 
reported that some men had hurled a 
"hard object at the glass-paneled fa- 
cade of the building a few hours before 
Monday's explosion. 

"The impact left а hole in one of the 
‘glass panels bur the police did not find 
What had created the hole, They later 
found the second grenade in one of the 
plant boxes in front of the building. 


pressure (has) now become more 
unbearable for the Corps and your 
leadership.” 

‘What was the “political pressure” 
that De Leon referred to? 

Who is being pressured, and who 
is exerting the pressure? 

Data compiled by the National 
Statistics Coordination Board 
(NSCB) show that seven of the 
‘country’s poorest provinces are in 
Mindanao, with Zamboanga del 
Norte on top of the list. 

On the other hand, the 10 “least 
poor" or better off provinces are 
allin Luzon. 

This is not surprising, consider- 
ing that the seat of government is 
located in Imperial Manila, which 
isin the island of Luzon. 

How ironic that Mindanao 
should be the cradle of the poorest 
provinces. 

It is the country's richest island 
in terms of agricultural, aquatic 
and natural resources. 

This only goes to show that the 
national government cares the 
least about Mindanao, showering 
much of its affection on Luzon. 

‘The uncaring attitude of Imperi- 
al Manila toward Mindanao is be- 
ing returned in kind by Min- 
danaoans. 

The new Mindanao Indepen- 
dence Movement, led by promi 
nent Christian and Muslim inhabi- 
tants, is gaining more and more 
adherents every single day. 

One morning the government in. 
Manila might be jolted by the news 
that Mindanao has declared its in- 
dependence from the Republic. 
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io WORLDBRIEES | 
2 abducted US soldiers found dead 


‘BAGHDAD—The bodies of two US soldiers kidnapped south of Baghdad 
before being tortured and killed were recovered Tuesday, and an insurgent 
group led by al-Caida in Iraq said It had sit thelr throats. "Coalition forces. 
fave recovered what we believe are the remains of our soldiers, who disap- 
peared in the vicinity of Yusitlyah," US-led coalition forces spokesperson. 
Maior General William Caldwell told reporters. “Their remains have been. 
transported to a coalition base today and will be transported to the US for a 
positive DNA verification and for an autopsy to see how they died.” Kristian 
Menchaca, 23, and Thomas L. Tucker, 25, went missing Friday night after 
they came under attack at a traffic contro point near Yusifiyah, an insur- 
{gent-stronghold along the Euphrates River. 


Floods kill 1 12 in Indonesia 

JAKARTA- Rescuers retrieved scores of bodies Wednesday from vilages 
ravaged by foods and landslides on Indonesia's Sulawesi stand, bringing 
the death tol to 112, officials sald. Some 100 other people were reported 
missing onthe island, large swaths of which have been battered by inces- 
Sant rains since Monday. swelling rivers and inundating hundreds of houses. 
Gnd тсе elds "We are overwhelmed with the bodies here,” said Bachtiar, 
aad ofa public heath center in the worst-hit district of Sinjal, a coastal re- 
gion in southern Sulawesi. "We need help, especially body bags. Efendi Ra- 
fiia, coordinator of search and rescue in Sinjai, said 104 bodies have been 
Tecovered, while about 90 others were missing. AP 


Liberia's Taylor in The Hague for trial 
THE HAGUE—Liberias former president Charles Taylor, once one of 
ost feared warlords, arrived in the The Hague Tuesday lor his ong-awalt 
"war crimes trial for some of he worst atrocities committed п Africa. Tay 
Tor landed in the Netherlands at 7:14 p.m. and was led from the airplane with 
his hands tied into vans waiting to take him to a detention center in The 
Hague around 20 km away, where he arrived some 30 minutes later. The 58- 
Year old warlord-tmed-oresdent wil eventually be tried by a branch of the 
Sera Leone tribunal using the premise of th International Criminal Court 
in The Hague. He в being held in the same detention center that housed for 
mer Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic who died here in March while 
antra for war crimes, charged before the UN court for the former Yu- 
дозама 


Israeli air strike kills 3 children 

GGAZACITY—An Israeli air strike targeting Palestinian miltants kiled three 
‘children in Gaza Tuesday, only hours afier Palestinian leader Mahmud Ab- 
bas demanded that militants end rocket attacks on Israel or be responsible 
{or reprisals. Fourteen other people were wounded in the strike, including 
divechildren, while the two men said to Бе members of the Al-Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades escaped from the car targeted by the strike, Palestinian sources 
Said. Ina statement. Abbas “condemned this new crime. ata time when the 
Palestinian leadership s making efforts to preserve the ceasefire. and ex- 
harted the international community to ufi its responstbiltes to stop the 
Israeli escalation.” A 


Anglican split over gay bishops 

CHICAGO—The US Episcopal Church on Tuesday rejected a t 

moratorium on the controversial ordination of gay bishops, heighten- 
ing the risk of a spiit in the global Anglican church. Delegates at the 
Episcopal Church's general convention in Columbus, Ohio rejected the 
motion two days after electing a female leader for the first time in a 
move that led one diocese to begin the process of leaving the US 
branch end elicited comments of concern trom the world body. Most of 
the branches of the 77-milion strong Anglican Communion around the 
Word have resisted elevating women to bishops and oppose ordaining 
Homosexuals AFP 
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Noah’s Ark’ for world’s plants 


OSLO-—A “DOOMSDAY VAULT" CARVED IN- 
to the permafrost of a remote Arctic mountain 
will next year house samples of the wo 
most important seeds, with the goal of provi 
ing mankind with a Noah's Ark of food in the 
event of global catastrophe. 

тһе top-security repository in Svalbard 
archipelago near the North Pole, where construc- 
tion began on Monday, will preserve some three 
million batches of seeds from all known varieties 
ofthe planets crops. 

"This precious gene bank would make it possi- 
ble to reestablish crops obliterated by major dis- 
asters, say the projects initiators. 

"What we will store on Svalbard is not just one 
or two million seed samples and germ plasm, but 
the work of countless generations of farmers for 
thousands of years,” Cary Fowler, executive secre- 
tary ofthe Global Crop Diversity Trust, told AFP 

Fowler said crop diversity was imperiled not 
just by a cataclysmic event, such as а nuclear war, 
but also by natural disasters, accidents, misman- 
agement, and shortsighted budget cus 

Surrounded by permafrost and rock, the seed 
samples, such as wheat and potatoes, will be 
stored at a temperature of minus 18 degrees Cel- 
sius, which the trust hopes will ensure their sur- 
vival for hundreds, maybe even thousands, of 
years. 

‘Dubbed a "Noah's Ark” by the Norwegian gov- 


emmen, the seed bank is expected to open in 
September 2007. 

Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg 
took part in a groundbreaking ceremony at the. 
site on Monday. 

Stoltenberg symbolically placed a tube filed 
vith seeds at the site, closely guarded by an 
пей police officer ready to fend off the polar 

bears that roam Svalbard, 1,000 km from the 
North Pole, and which are seen as a natural pro 
tection for the vault 

“The vault is of international importance. It 
will be the only one of its kind, all the other gene 
banks are of a cominercial nature,” he said in 
comments reported by Norwegian news agency 
NIB. 

"I wil be our last safety net. If the seeds stored 
in all the private gene banks are destroyed, which 
has happened about 40 times already, the con 
tents of this vault will enable us to replace them," 
hesaid. 

Norway financed the construction project, esti- 
mated at $3 milion, and is charged with running 
the vault, but the seeds placed inside will remain 
the property of the country of origin. 

1n an interview with AFP Fowler underlined 
the importance of preserving the worlds plant 
life. 

“м the end of the 1800s, 7,000 named apple 
varieties were grown in the United States. Now, 


„Т 


Sc owes ent dinosaurs" hé 
“Cour crops aretha oides artfhc er 

they ше older than бе pyramids, and they aré 

alive,” he said. xis " 

Buried 300 meters inside the mountain, the 
чий wil be located behind an armor plated 
Soot A meter of reinforced concrete wil ori 
the chamber walls. 

‘Aree permafrost will act as a natural coolant 
to protect dre samples which wil be sored in wa- 
тетин fol packages should a power failure dis, 
bie refrigeracion systems. 

"he tk walls alts and doors mean that 
event giobal warning accelerates badiy would 
fake many decades or попа air o reach the 
seis 

“It will ultimately house replicates of every 
Known crop vary as well as have ample capaci- 
туло aecortanodatë new variation as arses nat. 
Шу according to the Global Crop Diversity 
me 

Some of the 1400 gene banks scattered 
around the won are in developing counties and 
ouid come under treats such as famine, natal 
tnd manmade denser. 

Whe he sed bas sumus varies greatly 
many ше їп dire sas, the Trust said, threaten” 
ing бе survival of some of the worlds unique 
crop varies, A 
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international warnings. 


The number two diplomat at 
‘North Korea's UN mission was quot- 
fed saying the secretive state was 
‘open to talks with Washington, 
where there were reports th 

US missile defense shield had been 
activated İn case of a launch. 

"The United States says it is con 
cemed about our missile test 
launch,” Han Song:yol told South 
Korea's Yonhap news agency "Our 
position is, ‘Okay then, lets talk 
aboutit” 


But he underlined the Nortts po- 
sition that it had every right to devel- 
ор, deploy and test re missiles. 

“eis not right for others to tell us 
what to do about our sovereign 
rights,” said Han, whose country last 
year announced it had developed an 
atomic bomb. 

North Korea testfred a missile 
over Japan into the Pacific Ocean in 
1996, and reports that it was prepar- 
ing another test have drawn wam- 
ings ofa tough response from Japan 
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N. Korea seeks talks to ease tensions 


SEOUL—NORTH KOREA ON WEDNESDAY OF- 
fered to hold talks with the United States on its 
missile launch plans, indicating it might put off a 
flight test that has raised tension and drawn sharp 


and the United States. 

Former South Korean president 
Kim Dae jung, who made engage- 
ment with the estranged North a 
‘comerstone of his policy while in of- 
fice, cancelled a tip to Pyongyang 
next week 

"The trip is technically impossible 
right now because of the situation 
over the missile." said Jeong Se- 


who was to accompany Kim. 
A series of reports have said North 

Korea is preparing to test re а Т 

podong-2 missile with а range of up 

то 6700 km, far enough 

gets in Alaska and possibly 


that expers say is dan 
difficult to reverse—have caused 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


concem. Japan and South Korea 
agreed their nations would have to 
cooperate to preve 

Jaunch, the Japanese foreign min- 


Tt is important that 
ей would cooper- 
North Korea to use its 

minisry said. 
Separately, South Korea warned it 
could scrap crucial food aid to its im- 
poverished neighbor if the launch 


“South Korea could cut down or 
rely the rice aid to North 
ve have not yet had de- 
tailed deliberations about this,” uni- 
istry spokesperson Yang 

Seok said. 
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Citing US officials, the Washing- 
ton Times newspaper meanwhile re- 
ported that a US missle defense sys- 
tem had been activated in the past 
two weeks. 

Pentagon spokespersons refs 
to confirm ог deny the report. But 
analysts said it was a virtual eran 
ty that the defense system was work- 
ing as a precaution—and as an op- 
portunity to test it against a real mis- 
sle launch. 

“Thisisthe misse thatthe system 
is designed to shoot down,” said 
John Pike, director of GiobalSecuri- 
Org, а group that racks miliary 
developments 

ЧЕ he did launch an attack on 
America and the missle defense sys- 
tem was on vacation that day it 
‘woulda ook good,” he said 


“The United States was keeping 
“all options on the table" to stop any 
launch, said the US ambassador to 
Japan Thomas Schieffer 

“We have greater technical means 
cof tracking than in the past and we 
fave oprions that we have not had in 
the pas, and all those options are on 
the table," Schieffer said in Tolgo 
when asked if US forces would uy to 
shoot down a missile. 

US Secretary of State Condoleez 
za Rice said this week that ahy 
launch wouid be seen as “a very seri- 
ous matter and indeed a provocative 
act” US President George W. Bush 
grouped North Korea with Iran and 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq asan "axis of 
evil” in 2002, and relations between 
che wo sides have been layered with 
shetoric and mistrust. АР 


Al-Qaida releases video 
of alleged 20th hijacker 


WASHINGTON—AL-QAIDA HAS 
identified a would-be 20th hi 
jacker for the Sept, 11 attacks asa 
Saudi operative who was killed in 
а 2004 shoot-out with his coun- 
trys security forces. 

n a statement accompanying 
mew video, the terrorist Netw 
propaganda arm identified Fawaz 
alNashimi, also known as Turki 
bin Fuheid al-Muteiry as the oper- 
ative who would have rounded out 


United Airlines Flight 93, which 
crashed into a Pennsylvania field 
before reaching its intended target. 

А 54-minute video featuring al- 
Nashimi was obtained Tuesday by 
IntelCent government con- 
tractor based in Virginia. US coun- 
temerrorism officials declined to 
comment on the authenticity of the. 


video and its claims. 

The video included a screen 
crediting the al-Sahab media com- 
mittee with producing the mes 
sage. While no one is known to 
have forged the group's work, its 
statements are often dificult to 
verify 

The video includes footage of al- 
Nashimi justifying attacks against 
the West. It also contains 27 min- 
‘utes of previously unheard audio of 
а siege that he took part in on oil 
facilities in Khobar, Saudi Arabia. 

Screeching car tires gunfire are 
heard as the terror cell moved from 
building to building. A voice in 
Arabic can be heard saying 
"Where are the Americans? .. Give 
methe information." 

‘The demands are punctuat 
with more gunfire, 
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Heat wave hits NBA 


DALLAS—THE LONG-SUFFERING MIAMI HEAT wih 103 seconds remaining poor pay or running into dle. 
gave Dallas its last ray of hope. und teams like the Michael Jor- 
completed a remarkable turnaround by beating the "i potensally game-tying 27. dan-led Chicago Bulls ofthe 1990s. 
Dallas Mavericks, 95-92, on Tuesday to win the NBA са SET BET aa аас и ала 
^ igre: ionshi giving the Heat their first title two games of the Finals in Texas an 
Finals, 4-2, and claim their first championship. and igniting а midcour celebration. it appeared the Heat were poised for 
Finals MVP Dwyane Wade usnotbelievein each other” ‘The championship was Pat Rileys а typical postseason collapse. But 
scored 36 points to lead the Heat, Dirk Nowitzki paced Dallas fithasacoachbutfirstsince 1968. еу caught fre and gained confi- 
ateam of veterans who recovered with 29 points and 15 rebounds _“Iwould havetraded themall for dence in Miami, winning all three 
from a 0-2 deficit to sweep the but the Mavericks were doomed this one,” said a tearful Riley whose games inspired by the stellar play of 
next four games against a Dallas by shooting only 37 percent from previous ttes came with the Los Wade who averaged 40 point. 
the floor and hitting just five of Angeles Lakers. "Its not disrespect- “I think what changed is every- 
range. ful to any of them that won body was counting us out,” said 
“But after 18 years, and chas- Heat center Shaquille O'Neal, 
shots to add 17 points for the Howard with 42 seconds left in ing, you keep chasing İt, you keep who scored nine points and had 
Heat, who won despite hitting just the game pulled the Mavericks to chasing it, you get tired. So this 12 rebounds in the series finale. 
twoof 18 from beyond the are. міі а point at 91-90, but Wade gives me a sense of absolute free- “Certain people up here were 
“We knew inside this team was hit four straight free throws to dom from having to chase it, des- planning parade routes 
built for the playoffs,” Wade said push the Heat lead to 95-90 with peratelychaseit" “When we saw that that they 
of Miami's unremarkable 52-30 17.7 seconds remaining. Тһе l&earold Heat franchise didn't give us the respect we de- 
regular season record. Two free throws by Howard has often had outstanding records  served—we just wanted to take it 
HEAT'S Shaquille O'Neal (rear) and Dwyane Wade hug after beating “Thats what makes it sweet be- trimmed the lead to 95-92 before during the regular season but fallen опе game at a time." (More NBA 
the Mavericks in Game 6 and clinching the NBA title. wr causenotatone moment did one of two missed free throws by Wade fat in the postseason either due to опА26) Reuters 
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Beermen tie 
Bulls at 1-1 


By June Navarro bounce back from Game 1.” 

Seigle, who bucked back 
SAN MIGUEL BEER CANNOT SUR- spasms but still erupted for 35 
Vive with Danny Seigle alone. points in Game 1, finished with 

Dondon Hontiveros got out of a 21 points and 10 rebounds while 
slump and helped Seigle fre up the Dorian Peña strung up his 15th 
Beermen to а 114-98 rout of Red straight double-double perfor 
Bull that tied their semifinal duel in mance in this conference with 17 
the Gran Matador Brandy РВА points and 14 rebounds. 
Philippine Cup last night at the It was the 14th consecutive 20- 
‘Araneta Coliseum. point performance for Seigle, а 

After firing blanks in Game 1, game shy of replicating Alvin Pat- 
Hontiveros knocked in all his six rimonios 15 straight in 1992. 
attempts from beyond the are to _ The retum of Danny Ildefonso 
pace the Beermen with a personal also boosted San Miguel's stock, es- 
conference-high 26 points. pecially in фе shaded area where 

His perfect shooting from the majority of the Beermeris points 
three-point zone twice allowed сате from. San Miguel also canned 
the Cebuano hotshot to tie the all- 13 of 24 three-point shots. 
time best performance in that Ildefonso, who sprained his 
area as far as accuracy is con- left ankle in a tune-up game last 
cerned. Hontiveros also went six week, had 14 points while Chris 
for six in а game against Talk N Calaguio added 11 
‘Text last conference. ‘The sores: 

Vic Pablo of Talk ‘N Text also ЗАН MIGUEL Ti4—Hontkens 26, 
achieved the feat in this confer- Seige 21, Peña 17, ldelonso 14, Calaguio 
ence to equal the feat of Glenn 11, Gonzales 9, Adriano 8, Lopez 3, Cablay 
Capacio, who did the trick twice 2, Raceta 2, Noble 1, Kong 0. 
in the 1992 and 1996 seasons ` REDBULL 98—Najorda 21, Tugade 21, 
while playing for Purefoods. Baguio 14, Pann 10, Vnum 7, А 

“I wasn't aware of it,” said varsz 8, Robinson 6, Cruz 6, Valenzuela 
Hontiveros after the Beermen Навка 
tied the best-of-seven series at 1- Quarters: 3626, 57-51, 69-72, 114- 
1. "Alli thought about was how to 96 
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Arevalo paces Little 
People's golf tourney 


QUINCY, — ILUNOIS—THE 
Philippines’ Abby Arevalo fired 
ап eagle-spiked three-under- 
par 31 Tuesday afternoon to 
grab a three-shot lead over a 
Puerto Rican in the Pepsi Little 
People's golf championship at 
the well-manicured K of С lay- 
out here. 

Тһе second-grader бот 
Southville Intemational in Las 
Piñas also had fve birdies against 
three bogeys to pace the 6-7 year 
dass, a division which drew more 
than 150 players out of the total of 
dose to 1,000 from all over the 
globe seeing action in several divi- 
sions 

Diana Camilla Velez of Puerto 
Rico turned in a 34 for second place. 
heading into the final day Wednes- 
day even as Claire Hodges, who 
nipped Abby for the Class F trophy 
of the Junior World at Colina Park 
їп San Diego last year, stood five 
shots off after a 36. 

“The 7-year-old Abby also teamed 
up with dad and caddy Tony to win. 
the Parent and Child alternate shot. 
toumament Monday at the nearby 


45. 


fired 237. 


month. 


year. 


River Valley course with a 9-over 


"Tony first caddied in the mom- 
ing for Mark Anthony, Abby's older 
brother, who was tied for third 
along ‘with former winner AR 
Ramos in the 9-10 division with 3- 
over-par 39s. 

‘American Martin Joshua assem- 
bled a 34 for a three shot lead over 
Davis Ben, another American, who 


‘Another Filipina, Felicia Medal- 
la, was third in the 8.9 bracket at 
Indian Trails after а 37. Mexican 
Maria Jose submitted а level 34 for 
first while Kim Pak of Thailand was 
second, just one shot behind. 

Most of those in the field are us- 
ing this tournament to prime up for 
the Junior World, set in several 
courses in San Diego, early next 


‘After that heart-rending run- 
ner-up finish at Colina Park, Abby 
has spent most of the past year 
training under Tony for the San 
Diego tournament. She will play 
in the higher Class E division this 
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SPORTS 


BERLIN—GERMANY AND 
England may meet in this 
year’s World Cup. Just not 
yet. 


Germany cruised through as Group А 
winner Tuesday with a comfortable 3-0 vic- 
tory over second-placed Ecuador and wil 
face Sweden in the second round after the 
Scandinavians qualified with a 22 draw 
with England. 

England finished top of Group B and 
plays Ecuador next. 

Poland beat Costa Rica, 2-1, in Hanover in 
а game between two already eliminated 
teams, and Paraguay beat Trinidad and To- 
bago, 2.0. The Caribbean side had a slim 
chance of qualifying for the second round, 
but their hopes were hit by Brett Sanchos 
own-goal in the 25th minute and Nelson 
‘Cuevas’ score in the 86th. 

England, which has not beaten Sweden 
since 1968, led twice through Joe Cole's 30- 
meter shot and a header from substrate 
Steven Gerrard. Sweden fought back each 
time through Marcus Allback and veteran 
Henrik Larsson—the later equalizing in the 
Son. 

England lost striker Michael Owen in 
the second minute with a knee injury 
and he may miss the rest of the compe- 
tition. 

‘Germany will play Sweden in Munich on 
Saturday, while Ecuador will play England 
in Sturgart on Sunday. 

Bern's Olympic Stadium was packed 
with a capacity crowd of 72,000, almost ай 
of them in white shirts adorned with the na- 
tional colors of red, black and yellow, and 
chanting, “Deutschland, Deutschland." 

Tt was a memorable scene in a stadium 
where Jesse Owens won Olympic gold 
medals 70 years ago. The German team 
rarely plays in the Olympic Stadium- but. 
has йз sights on another тїр to the historic 
arena, on July 9 in the World Cup final. 

Miroslav Klose scored twice and Lukas 
Podolski scored the third. Klose also scored 
twice in the opening 4-2 victory over Costa. 
Rica and is now the toumament’s leading 
scorer with four goals. 

"Our goal was to win the group and we 
achieved this,” Germany coach Juergen 
Klinsmann said. "We are looking forward to 
the knockout sage. Ош strikers are in really 
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ballin inside the right post. 
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Adamson U | 
gains playoff 


ADAMSON ONCE AGAIN GOT 
the big numbers from the Big 
Girl. 

Cherry Rose Macatangay un- 
leashed 34 points that included 
28 kills to power Adamson to a 
20-25, 27-25, 25-23, 25-23 victo- 
ту over San Sebastian yesterday 
and clinch a playoff for the last fi- 
nals berth in the Shakeys V- 
League atthe Blue Eagle Gym. 

The powerhiting Sfoot-11 
Macatangay found no worthy op- 
position from San Sebastian’ side 
as she hit from all comers after the 
Lady Falcons suffered а first-set jolt 
еп route to their ninth win in 13 
залез for second place. 

‘The win also denied the Lady 
‘Stags a chance to make the rub- 
ber-match as they are still one 
victory short of the 5-of 8 semis 
incentive, With an 8-6 record, 
they need to beat Far Eastern on 
‘Saturday for that playoff with the 
Lady Falcons. 

Earlier, Lyceum bested La 
Salle, 25-18, 21-25, 18-25, 25- 
17, 18-16. The Lady Archers, 
safely in the finals, didn’t use 
"Thai import Jindarat Kanchana. 

Marc Anthony Reyes 


ing. But it will be more dificult to score in 
later rounds, so they will have to work even. 
harder” 

In Cologne, police were on the highest 
alert for England's game against Sweden. 
Tens of thousands of fans descended on the 
diy but the mood was party ike in the hours 
leading up to the evening kickoff. 

Klose got Germany off to the best of starts 
‘when he finished strong German pressure in 
the fourth minute. Defender Per Mertesacker 
flicked the ball over to the far post and Bas- 
tian Schweinsteiger crossed it back onto the 
path of Klose, who drove k inside the far post. 

A minute before halftime, captain 
Michael Ballack produced а moment of 
magic, insclenty flicking the ball over the 
Ecuador defense to Klose, who shook off two 
defenders while playing the ball off his 
thigh, went around Mora and scored. 

In the 57th minute, Robert Huth blocked 
a shot outside the German penalty area, and 
‘Schweinsteiger carried the ball forward be 
fore timing his pass to Bernd Schneider per- 
feci Schneider curled a cross into the box 
to the galloping Podolski, who prodded the 


in Cologne, Coles 34th minute volley 
came as England was in almost complete 
control despite Owen's injury Coach Sven- 
Goran Eriksson, asked if Owen was out for 
the toumament, said, "maybe, we dont 
know yer, but it doesn't look good." 

Marcus Allback’s Sist minute header 
from a comer leveled the scores. Sweden 
then hit the crossbar twice before Gerrard 
headed in Cole's eros in the 85th 

As England fans celebrated, a long 
Swedish throw in was missed by the English 
defense and Larsson scored to equalize. 

In Kaiserslautern, Trinidad and Tobago 
never recovered from its own goal in a game. 
it needed to win to have any chance at ad- 
vancing to the second round. 

After starting its first World Cup with a 
surprising 00 draw against Sweden, 
Trinidad and Tobago finished last in the 
group with only that one point. AP 

RFA WORLD CUP ON SPORTPLLS 

12am—Ecuador vs Germany 

1 pn. Sweden vs England 

4pm Paraguay vs nad & Tobago 

10pm Grana vs USA (ep lomorow @ 1 pam) 


Red Lions stun 
Tams, bag title 


SAN BEDA NIPPED FAR EASTERN, 
90-88, last night to capture the first 
Philippine Olympic Festival basket- 
ball crown at the Tinga Stadium in 
Taguig City yesterday, Alex Angeles 
fired 14 points, including the 
marginal basket that capped the 
Red Lions’ stunning victory over the 
Tams, who swept the elims and 
came into the finals heavily favored. 
Yousif Аата! scored 20 points 
while three others made double- 
digit scores for the Red Lions. Nige- 
Пап Samuel Ekwe came through 
with 17 points, while John Paul Es- 
соба! and Riego Gamalinóa tossed 
in 12 and 10, respectively, for the 
‘Mendiola-based cagers. Earlier, 
Philippine Christal U fought back 
roma 16-point deficit to beat Na- 
tional U, 73-68, and clinch the 
bronze medal. Jason Castro fired 24 


Format of play is Stable- 
four 
gories—Classes A, B and C 
for men and ladies di 
to be disputed. The event is 
open to all men and women, 
members and non-members. 
HSBC, the world’s largest 
Pilipinas 
Petroleum and San Miguel 
Corp. are the major spon- 
Inguiner Golf, Ante 
Restaurant, 


Metrobaker 
(Dunkin Donuts), 
PBCom, Guess Jeans, Fly 
Wines, Sunbolt 
sports drink, Chocolate Kiss, 
Bizu, Makati Golf Club, Boy- 


Highlands Ladies 
Cup set July 15 


‘THE SISTERS OF MARY BOYS 
and Girls Town in Silang, 
Cavite will be the prime benefi- 
бау of the First Highlands 
ladies Cup, a fund-raising 
tournament slated on Saturday 
at the Tagaytay Midlands golf 


sen Paints and Burlington 
Socks are the other spon- 
sors. 

More sponsors are expect- 
ed to support the launching 
project of the Tagaytay 
ladies. 

For hole-in-one prizes on 
designated holes, Mit- 
subishi Motors Philippines 
Inc. is putting up a Grandis, 
Club Car is staking a golf 
cart, Baron Travel a four- 
night cruise in Baja, Mexico, 
Philippine Airlines is donat- 
ing tickets for two to Los An- 
geles and Vietnam and Re- 
gent Travel Travel three- 
days-two-nights vacation 
package for two at EL Nido in. 
Palawan including airfare. 

A ticket worth P3,000 is 

of green fees, golf 
cart, lunch, raffle and give- 
aways. For inquiries, call 
Dolly or Maybelle at 536- 
2558 or 522-7189, fax 521- 
8848 or 09175392904. 


cate- 


sion 


Shell 


Rosa 
Healthy 


Welch, 


Tenorio leads early list of PBA Draft applicants 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


CRACK POINT GUARD LA TENORIO, JUST 
days after capping a brilliant amateur career 
with a Philippine Basketball League champi- 
onship for Harbour Centre and a Finals МУР 
award, yesterday submitted his application 
for the 2006 PBA Rookie Draft. 

“Tagged as the most skilled point guard in 
the coming draft, the 21-year-old Tenorio is 
fancied to be picked high in the annual selec- 
tion scheduled Aug. 20 at the Market, Market 
in Taguig, 

"Tim not expecting to be among the top five 


(picks) as long as join a good team and 1 can 
fitin their system, "said Tenorio. 

Far Eastern forward Mark Isip, who played 
a key role in the Tamaraws' 2005 UAAP cham- 
pionship run, also submitted his application 
last Monday. 

Behind the leadership of Tenorio, sixth- 
ranked Harbour Centre recently became the 
lowest seeded team ever to win a champi- 
onship in the PBL and his individual effort 
was rewarded with the Unity Cup Finals MVP 
award 

"The S-foot-8 Tenorio first broke into na- 
tional prominence playing for the San Beda 


Red Cubs in the high school NCAA before 
blossoming into a full-pledged collegiate star 
with Ateneo in the UAAP where he helped the 
Eagles win the 2002 title. 

Isip also had an excellent stint in the PBL, 
where he teamed up with Arwind Santos and 
Kelly Williams to lead Magnolia Ice Cream to 
the 2005 Heroes Cup title. 

Williams, incidentally, also submitted his 
application together with fellow Fil-Ams Joe 
Devance and Rob Reyes but were still to be 
declared completely eligible for the Draft 
pending the submission of pertinent docu- 
ments. 


30th Milo Marathon resumes in Cavite 


THE 30TH 


NATIONAL MILO 


the age-group 3K race for children 6 


the event held in partnership with 


Marathon, the country’s biggest and 
longest running annual foot race, hits 
the road anew in Cavite City on Sun- 
day for the seventh leg of the 2006 
season, While the centerpiece race is 
the 21K elimination run, the race ex- 
pected to draw the bigger number of 
participants are the SK fun run for 
high school and college students and 


to 12 years old. 

Races begin at 6 a.m. in front of the 
new public market. 

National Milo Marathon race orga- 
nizer Rudy Biscocho is advising all 
participants to beat the check-in area 
at least one hour before the start of 
the race forthe pre-race briefing. 

Also in store for students during 


Bayview Park Hotel-Manila, Adidas, 
Cebu Pacific, Department of Tourism 
and Powerbar are the inter-school 
cheering competition and the contest 
for biggest delegation. 

Organizing the Cavite City elimina- 
tion run is the City Government of 
Cavite with Vice Mayor Dino Chua 
heading the organizing committee. 


points for the Dolphins. 


SPORTSWATCH 
PLM-Maragtas golf June 28 


THE 1st PAMANTASAN NG LUNGSOD NG MAYNILA- MARAGTAS GOLF TOUR- 
rament takes piace on June 28 tthe Intramuros бой Club to raise funds for the 
scholarship program of Maragtas, a group of PLM ROTCAWATC alumni. "We have 
been supporting some cadet officers with educational assistance but this ime, we 
‘would lie to provide them with college scholarships and stipends," said Nat Mar- 
quez, project director and Maragtas autant nera of the event, co-organized by 
the Alternative Events Group Inc., Entry fee в P2500 inclusive of green fe, cad- 
{ee and lunch. For inquiries, contact Nat Marquez, 0918-9093700 and Nino 
Sinco. 0927-5303231 


Ho forges final duel vs Olivarez 

THIRD SEED JASMINE TAN HO, EYEING HER FOURTH STRAIGHT TITLE THIS 

year ousted Patna Orteza, §-1, 6-3, ast Sunday to reach the gis 12-under al 
inthe Л Gopa de Mania Age Group Tenis Championships at the Rizal Memorial 
Tennis Cemer Tan Ho. a Grade 5 student at e Immacuate Conception Academy 
in San Juan, used a variety of shots 1o beat he second-seeded Orteza and arrange 
ıa ile showdown win top seed Shanin Mae Olvarez, who scored a 6-3, 6-2 Win 
‘er tourin seed Tamaha Nguyen. “1 expect a tough match in the fial but wi do 
my best to vi." said the 11-year-old Tan Ho, winner of Toby's, Marila Polo Cub- 
Doriop and Head Penn Manta teg eariy hs ear In other resuits, tp seed Bambi 
leta blasted No. 7 М Custodio. 60 6-0, to reach the gis 16-under fus 


Mild Seven Renault eyes Canadian GP 

LOCAL F1 FANS CAN WATCH MILD SEVEN RENAULT DRIVERS FERNANDO 
Жоого and Giancarlo Ficha this weekend as tne MIG Seven FI Club wil be 
halting a viewing pariy of тте Canadian GP on Sunday t Aruba Bar in Metrowalk. 
Origes Center. Mandaluyong Chy t is open to ай race enthusiasts 18 years oid 
ard above. The a contest wil startat 10:30 p.m. wih original team merchan- 
{Sse prizes. Live screening of he race starts at midnight. 


Las Piñas cockfest: 100 fights today 

MORE THAN 100 FIGHTS WILL SPICE UP THE BATTLE OF METRO MANILA 
Cockers at Las Piñas Coliseum via the Fastest Win -One Cock Ulutan begin- 
Ting at В т. today. Fights wil be extended unti midnight to accommodate 
the big number of entries, according to host Preco Reyes of Laguna. A 
fastest win champion wil be selected every fight based on the registered 
Winning time and shall receive P4,000. The second placer gets a mountain 
bike. The overall fastest win champion gets P8,000; second, P4,000 and 
third, P2.000. Meanwhile, the special 2-cock derby of Arnel Tenedero un- 
wraps on June 29. Entry foe is P3,300. Сай 873 -1040 and 874-3910. 


Pacquiao targets Cocker of the Year 
BOXING ICON MANNY PACQUIAO AIMS FOR THE COVETED COCKER OF 
the year utie when the PCAP Championship 8-cock derby fires oft Makati 
Coliseum on June 26 and 28 with B-Meg Derby Ace as sponsor. Pacquiao 
tnd his partner Amor Salvanera lead the PCAP Cocker of the Year race and 
ay eventually clinch the ttle next week. Last June 1, Pacquiao's Super 
Pacman entry emerged solo champion in the NCA International 8-cock 
by at Roligon. Team Pacquiao is aiso preparing for the Salpukan Sa Tagh- 
Ton 5-cock derby on July July 10, 12, 15, 17, 19 and 22 at Makati Coliseum. 
Сай 896-3545 and 895-6475 (Joan or Stephanie) 

Athen 
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ROTAX RACE: Marlon Stockinger (center) tops Round 1 of the 2006 

Rotax Invitational Challenge held June 17 at the Carmona Circuit 

Phils. in Cavite, From left: Stefano Marcelo, fourth; Ivan Carapiet, 
tockinger, Daniel Cleak, third; Alessandra Madrigal, fifth. 


— _PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


‘THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2006 


SPORTS 


Hard work for Pacquiao 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


HE STAYED UP LATE TO ATTEND 
the premiere showing of the movie 
about his life. And he complained 
of too much distractions inside the 


gym. 

These things obviously bothered 
Manny Pacquiao during his first spar- 
ring session in the country yesterday 
and the visibly irked champ refused 
to hide his disappointment. 

‘Wet lag," was all Pacquiao said in 
response to queries by the medi 
about his so-so sparring performance 
against Russian lightweight Rustam 
Nugaev. 

‘Trainer Freddie Roach articulated it 
better saying that the champ was forced 
to stay late during the movie screening of 


Alcano competing 
in US pool circuit 


RONATO ALCANO, WHO CONTRIBUTED 
two billiards gold medals in the country’s 
overall championship romp in the 2005 
Southeast Asian Games, left Tuesday to com. 
pete again in several billiards tilts in the US. 

"1 hope to perform well in the US pool circuit 
again,” said Alcano, a 33-year-old hotshot from 
Calamba, Laguna, who eamed piece of billiards 
history in 2002 when he was named top rookie. 
by Azbiliards.com, the leading billiards website 
inthe United States 

‘Alcano, winner of the 15-ball rotation singles 
and the rotation doubles with Leonardo Andam 
in the SEAG, tries to pick up from where Dennis. 
Orcollo and Gandy Ville left off. Orcollo and 
Valle, who like Andam is being supported by busi- 
messman Perry Mariano of Busy Lais biliard hall, 
also performed creditably in earlier stints in the 
US creuit 

‘Alcano failed to qualify in the IPT Tour last 
June 16-18 at the Broadway Pool Club in 
Shanghai, China. Marlon Bernardino 


gf 


the “Manny Pacquiao Story” which start- 
ей two hours behind schedule at 9 p.m. 

“We got back to’ 
tel) dose to midnight and Manny had to 
wake up early this moming for the road. 
work" said Roach. 
looked good when he wanted to, though 
you could see him struggling a bit be- 
Cause he isa lite tired.” 

Pacquiao, who wil 
the ine against Mexican Ogcar Larios on 
July 2 at the Araneta Coliseum, pushed 
through with his jogging routine at the 
Roxas Blvd. early yesterday moming- 

From there he continued his usual 
training regimen capped by the six 
round sparring at the Abap gym inside 
the Rizal Memorial Sports Comple with 
the Russian, who arrived with him from 
the United States Tuesday. 


“From now on, no more movies, no 
more appearances and hopefully no 
‘more distractions” said Roach. “But 
youll never know with Manny Рас 
quao" 

“Уй Card rules will be enforced to- 
morrow (today),” said Rob Peters, Pac- 
quiacs chief security at the Wid Card 
Boxing Club in Hollywood. 

sis set to plane in from Japan 
on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, Pacquiao is expected to 
spend millions from his fight purse justto. 
accommodate friends, freeloaders, and 
fans who want to get a piece of the July 2 
action. Among those who have called up 
Pacquiao to ask for free tickets are politi- 
cans, biliards and cockfighting buddies 
and relatives of dose associates. With a 


he hore (Manila Ho- 


“But Manny sil 


FATE 
SP Y 


‘on June 30, 2008 - STARTS AT 8:30А.М. SHARP 


LOSING YOUR HAIR? 


"you are losing your hak the Намак! авео мй bo of rat nares you. Tris amazing product uses the 
iegeng ойсыз of Prolo Therpy to make har ficha, utor, and haatier  егүоув tha ncn of boing e 
‘Shy шоола; дем n Pe wore iat has boen recognized by Ml magazine 


More recently, tie LaserComb was tho focus of a year long 
Study sponsored by Dalene NBC. The Dateline sio 
Tracked the success and falures of ve mon using ve 
erent popular hairloss produci. Their progress was 
толого бу Or. Paolo Romane. э professor wiih tho 
Üvereiy oi Mamie Dermatology Deparment Dr 
Romane nad ths fo say about the participant (his name e 
George) who used the LaserCom: "1 think he had some 
substantial resus. Itin e results wore vory encouraging 
Sed overa the paricpsnt had goed resus, Не added, 1 
Зобду sow some new hair on he top ofhis bead Forhis 
art George was tiled” with bis resus, and he even 
белое that he had s idend who aiso used the 
LaserComb with vory impressive results. In addon 

is, the LaserCom has been tha focus al postive news 
coverage rom ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC stations around ine 
rtc States. The LaserComb has aiso been tha subjoctot 
many news aries including coverage in newepar 

{he Wot Steel Journal. Even "Ripley's Deve 1 
feiedineLaverCombasa"Gebevelt produe! 


Al нәемак\ эзе Combs are manufacuredio he USA under 
Quai Menogemen! System in accordance wih the highest 
Freratona! anders The marufsctnhg process is ISO 
150012000 acd ISO 13488-1996 carted n he Unted States. 
Фе LaseComb & cessi эв з cosmetc device thal 
Promotes ficus, ler ester hak. The LaserCorb was 
әле a mecs келе tom he Government о Canada In 
rey 2003 lor Game and indications 19 ssenghen hak. 
prever har ioes. ond simdsl regrow of semp ha in man 
"and women A sentar media censo fom the Goverment ol 


ian wenig? cl tho yoa. 


INVENTIONS 


Over 2.500 papers have been pubilshed от | 


Loser Therapy. A report published in 
Intemational Journal of Cosmae Surgery 
snd AesiheticDermatlogystieg tytn 

ранета (28 man and 7 women) wit 

androgenelle alopecia, a common form of 
hairloss. Esch patent used tha LaserComb. 
dor six months. Hair count increased 93.5%, 


fon average, with boih men and women, [^ 


Showing signileant improvement, Halt 
Strength Increased an average of 78.9% nal 
patenis. We encourage you to lean more: 
‘bout Low-Level Laser Therapy in books and 


They know you can go the Xtra miles too. 


They know it because all 6 teams of the Xtra Mile Challenge broke the 1,114km record set by Pocholo Ramirez. They also did it with one full tank 
‘each of Petron Xtra Unleaded. With Petron Xtra Unleaded's unique cleaning additives and gas-saving boosters, anyone can go the xtra miles, 


Leading the pack of record breakers was Team Zayco Hermanos logging a new record of 1,400.4kms. They drove all the way from Pagudpud, 
locos Norte, to Matnog, Sorsogon, crossed over to Allen, Samar, then backtracked to Nabua, Camarines Sur where the Challenge finally ended. 


PETRON 


Fuel Success. It's time you set your own record with Petron Xtra Unleaded. Go for the xtra miles. 


‘The Car Awards Group, Inc and the Automobile Assocation Philippines are the оса observers ol the Petron Xtra 


Mile Challenge Team Zayco Hermanos used a 1300 automatic transmission Honda Jar, 
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is Wade’s no 


I 


flash in the pan 


DWYANE Wade leaves no question who the Finals MVP. » 


Dwyane validates Heat faith 


DALLAS—DWYANE WADE GRABBED THE 
season's last rebound, throwing the ball 
high in the air as the clock ran out. 

“And with that, he let out a long scream, a shout 
of delight—it was over He and the Miami Heat 
‘were world champions. 

Мал, its one of the bes feelings, nex to my 
wife and my son, that Ive ever had in my whole 
ig" Wade said. 
25th a 36-poin night, Wade led the Heat to а 
198.92 win over the Dallas Mavericks in Game 6 of 
his frst itle series. The Heat lost the first two 
games then won the nex four riding Wade, nick- 
named "Ihe Flash,” every sep ofthe way. 

1 “This team was bul for this. This team was 
buit for the playoffs," Wade said. "Notat one mo- 
ment did one fus noc believe in each other" 

Shaquille ONeal grabbed and hugged him. 
Heat owner Micky Arison wrapped his arms 
around him, And Wade simply raised one finger 
high 
©. He was the finals Most Valuable Player the best 
Bayerin the playoffs, on the NBAS best team. 

7 "Wade is the best player eve” O'Neal said be- 
fife the trophy ceremony 

et the comparisons to you-know-who contin- 
x 


Z Dwyane has told me that he would not like me 
Speak of him in contet with Michael Jordan 
snymore, ош of respect of him,” coach Pat Riley 
‘$i Tuesday, about eight hours before ipo 
aie good player himsel” 


There are obvious parallel—like how both 
Jordan and Wade can make taking over a game 
look efforless. 

Ас one point, he had three Dallas defenders 
around him and the two others watching as he 
dribbled on the right wing. No one—except 
Wade, that is—noticed James Posey standing 
alone in the comer 

Just like an MVP would, Wade tossed him the 
ball, and Posey hita 3 pointer 

“This is a team award,” Wade said as he was 
handed the MVP trophy "ike is а team champi- 
onship” 

Tn his 98th game of a grueling, trying season 
"where the Hear switched personnel, switched 
coaches and were perceived as not ood enough 
to win it all chere was enough spring in his septo 
deliver 10 rebounds, five assists, four steals and 
three blocks. 

His game is complete. So, too, is his resume. 

Moments before проб, amid deafening noise, 
Wade stood alone in front of the Heat bench, 
stretching. ONeal leaned in for a word, and Wade 
nodded approval to whatever Shaq whispered 

"лет the first time I saw him, he was some- 
thing special,” O'Neal said. 

 ONeal always refers to Wade as “my favorite 
pupil” Schools out for summer now though. 

Wade ju 

м, 

“Thats what these events do," Riley said. “They 
make genuine stars out of some players” АР 


LED BY Pat Riley and a host of players who wanted it all, the Miami Heat finally found their moment to shine. 


Novaliches, Cainta rule nat’! duckpin 


‘THE NOVALICHES SATURDAY BOW- 
ез Association (NSBA) W Lily 1 and 
Сашка Duckpin Bowling Association 
(САРВА) shared top honors in the re 
cent 32nd National invitational Open 
duckpin bowling championships at 
the Oasis Bowling Center in San Fer- 
mando, La Union. 


NSBA toppled MONLU I and NSBA 
W Lily Ш in the stepladder finals to 
capture the men's team title. САРВА 
walked over the Association of Duck- 
pin Bowling of Baguio Benguet 
(ADBBB) to win the women's team 
crown. 

The Inner Circle Duckpin Bowling 


Association squad finished third. 
More than 900 bowlers competed 
in the third leg of the PHIDBC (Philip- 
pine Duckpin Bowling Council) series 
‘supported by the Philippine Olympic 
Committee, Smart Communications, 
Advance Paper, Monami Writing in- 
struments and 105.1 FM Crossover. 
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Ц 
Miami - 80 
Dallas - 99 
Miami - 85 

GAME 3 Miami - 98 

Dallas - 96 

GAME 4 Miami - 98 

Dallas - 74 
GAMES Miami- 101 

Dallas - 100 
GAME 6 Miami - 95 
Dallas - 92 


Spring Oil, Tagaytay five 
take NBC semis openers 


SPRING COOKING OILPARANAQUE AND 
Batang Tagaytay bested their rivals Tuesday at 
the жап of the 2006 Guerrero Brandy NBC na- 
‘ional basketball championships separate north 
em division best-of three semifinal series. 

NBC president Nathaniel “Tac” Padilla's Cook- 
ing Ой Masters limited Pangasinan Hundred Is. 
lands to nine points in the final quarter for a 77- 
74 victory at the Urdaneta Sports Center in Pan- 
gasinan while Mayor Barnbol Tolentinos Tagay- 
tay cagers subdued Bacchus/Harbour Centre- 
Manila, 64-61, at che Lyceum gym. 

Excollegian Aldrin Morante sparked for Spring 
(i Parafiaque, which was reinforced by PBL vet: 
erans Marvin Ontiguerra and Lany Rodriguez. 

“The Cooking Oil Masters, the top northern 
team in the tournament sponsored by Рапа- 
sonic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral 
‘Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, 


Firefly Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel, 
try to wrap up the series against Pangasinan 
at 7 p.m. atthe Lyceum gym. 

Joel Finuliar and Niño Marquez saved the day 
for Tagaytay by drilling back-to-back treys. Those 
shots deflated the Manileños of businessman Mi- 
kee Romero and coach Lawrence Chongson, 

The sores 

SPRING TI Marante 3, Capos 12, Manuo! 11, Epon- 
don YaraoG, Oragua 5, Rodnouez 5, Reyes 2 

PANGASINAN 74—Aqul 16, Lopez 13, Rulz 10, Bog- 
7018, Bares û, Araman 4, Tiongson 4, Yambao 4, Manor 
4, Tolentino 3. 

Quarters 24-26, 44-42, 60-65, 77-74. 

TAGAYTAY 64—Finutar 14, Вой 12, Mallari 10, 
Marquez, Gulyab 8, Genio A, Reyes 2, Caceres 2. 

BACCHUS 64— Матан 13, Вила 12. S'a. бит 11, 
Haron 8, Вид 5. Cowan S Аипо5, Mastang 2 

Quarters: 14-16, 30-31, 44-43, 6-61 


Archer Yap debuts with aplomb 


OLONGAPO CITY—NEWCOMER EMILY МАЕ 
Yap of Cebu upset Athens Olympian Jasmin 
Figueroa of Cagayan de Oro in the women's 
recurve individual qualifying round of the 
2006 national target championship yesterday 
at the Subic bay Freeport Football field here. 
The 20-year-old Yap had 1287 points after 
looting 306, 330, 317 and 334 in the 70, 60-, 
50- and 30-meter distances о finish 40 points 
ahead of Figueroa, who had 1247 in the event 


highlighting he Philippine Olympic Festival. 

“Joann Tabanag scored 1348 points (315, 342, 
338 and 353) to nip Sydney Olympian Jennifer 
Chan (1338) in the adult bow compound division. 

‘The other leading qualifiers in the event spon- 
sored by SBMA, Coca-cola, Globe and AMA 
Computer University (Olongapo City) were 
Leina Mae Bolinas (junio), Lourdes Мае Bel- 
Jone (Makiling), Ana Mariel Inton (Cadet) and 
Jamaila Mikhail Inductivo (Novice) 
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Music is soul 


food—Echo 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Je ROSALES IS IN A 


He says 
he’s not 
scared of 
leaving 
‘Panday’ 
behind 

to strike 
outon his 
own and 
become ... 
asinger 


fighting stance—like the real- 
life character he is portraying 
in “Pacquiao the Movie." 

After eight years as a Kapamilya, an ABS- 
CBN contract star (his contract with Star 
Magic, ABS-CBN's talent center, expired on 
April 24), Echo is striking out on his own. 

His movie and TV assignments are now be- 
ing handled by nephew Ryan Manalo, vice 
president of Silver Moon, the "small compa- 
ny” Echo has put up. His music projects are 
under Manila Genesis 

"With his band Jeans, he just signed up with 
EM, which is releasing his debut CD "Loose Fit" 


where his old soap opera "Pangako sa Yo," was a 
ш. 

"Tm mot scared because this is what 1 
want musicis soul food for me," he told uoum- 
та Entertainment (we first broke the story on 


Novellino 


The only way to enjoy wine for all o 
Жыш ie dny qud abe ona eof Nach uas БЦ, 
Tk lig testes Noke en dy nd 


in sx Asian temores, including Indonesia, п) 


THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 
NOW SHOWING 


THOU аз [STRICTLY РОП EAS AND UD 


Theffourth and final chapter of the trilogyd 


Distributed by Buena Vista international tru Columbia Pictures 


Snooky fired 
from ‘Barbell’ 


By Nini Valera 


ORMER CHILD STAR SNOOKY SERNA WAS 
dropped from the cast ofthe fantaserye "Captain 
Barbell” for being habitually late. 

Snooky, 40, briefly played the role of Barbara, 
mother of the super-hero played by Richard Gutier- 


JERICHO Rosales 


June 15) "T want to rest from acting, maybe for 
three to four months, and concentrate on musi.” 


Taking control d 
Нез excited, he said. "1 want to take contol of Ё 


‘Echo, who has been a renewed Christian since 
2000, proudly talks of his production house's first 
baby the music video of the song ‘Coming Out? 
which he also directed. 

"ie have big dreams for Silver Moon,” he said. 
“йе also want to produce digital movies.” 

Composer Ryan Cayabyab, with whom he 
worked in ABS-CBNS Sh anniversary special 
three years ago, described Echo as “a singer with a 
Jot of energy” Cayabyab added, "He may be 
Basi Valdez, but liked his singing voice.” 

Echos new manager, Angeli Pangilinan, said 
her husband Gary Valenciano was also impressed 
with Jericho's musicality describing him as “a 4 

MUSICAL? 


"FOR INQUIRIES CALL: 374 6645 - 413 3375 
непз Aesthetic center Ыдо.. 4 54 Timog Ave. Brgy Loging Hondo Q.C. 
www ellensaestneticcenter.com 


“Gusto kong bigyan si Junior 
: maraming kotse!” 


Posible na 'yan sa 
CARS toy showcase ng Globe! 


Promo period from June 15 - 30, 2006. 
Be 1 of 5 to win P14,795 worth of CARS toys! Just load a P500 or P1,000 
Globe Prepaid call card and you'll be entitled to an electronic raffle! 


As soon as you've loaded, simply register by texting REG<name>*<address>* «birthday» 
*«sex» to 2802 for FREE. Ех. REG JOHN GOMEZ*23 PATERNO ST. QC*FEBS 1980*MALE 


ang lakas mo sa G. / LY b 
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Music is what I want—Echo 


From pageA2- 


very deep songwriter” 
Echo wrote two songs in the albu 


MTRCB 


R43 


ÍNMENT 


Package deal? 
Since they seem joined atthe hip, rumor has it 
that the sweethearts have become a “package 
deal especially since Heart had also left Star 
Magic for Genesis. 
Echo denied this, Tove working with her" he 
said. "But were not a package deal” 


them entitled “Youre So Beautiful" dedicated to 


He also denied that it was Heart who dragged 
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Не said he’s certain that his former colleagues 
in Star Magic will not take his decision against 
у are professionals,” he said. He pointed 
ct that “Pacquiao the Movie,” a co-production of 
Star Cinema and FLT Films, is sti under Star 
Magic. 
Speaking of Manny, Echo said that, apart from 
drive, he shares love of music with the boxing 


champ. 

"Manny is а mul media star" Echo said "Hs 
music may not be heavy duty but its fun and the 
Tasses loveit” 


him to Genesis and that they were pirated by the 


girlfriend Heart Evangelista. 
management company. “No manager would do 


"No explanations necessary" he said. "We have 
a duet version of the song.” that to another manager’ 
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WITNESS ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC PERIODS OF CHANGE IN HISTORY... 
AMERICA'S SEXUAL AWAKENING 
Chris O' Deanell Peter Sarsgaard John Lithgew 
Liam Neeson Laura Linney: 


KINSEY 


Based on a True Story 
Let's talk about sex. 
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NOM 


SHOWING EXCLUSIVELY AT 
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са Rating: Restricted 18 (For Adults Only) / Approvod Without Cuts 
WARNING TO THE PUBLIC: Film contains pervasive sexual content 


Including graphic images and descriptions. 
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Sony Summer Pleasures 2008 


children's Hour Program 
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ROUNDUP 
Gambling addict 


ANA VICTORINO LOST ALMOST EVERY- 
thing to gambling. Her conclusion is that, 
while legalized casinos are supposed to be 
helping the government and the poor, it does 
зо at the expense of others who themselves. 
‘end up being poor. 

Her story is on "Probe" tonight, on ABS- 


Тор draw in US 
LOS ANGELES—Cartoon autos beat real rac- 
ing cars at the box office. 

"Car" took in $33.7 million to remain the 
top movie for a second straight weekend, 
while coming in third was "The Fast and the 
Furious: Tokyo Drift,” a tale of illegal street 
racing that opened with $24 million. 

‘The top 10 US and Canadian theaters Fri 
day through Sunday, according to Exhibitor 
Relations, official trackers: 

1) “Cars,” $33.73M; 2. "Nacho Libre,” 
$28.3M; 3) "The Fast and the Furious: 
Tokyo Drift,” $23.97M; 4) "The Lake 
House,” $13.61M; 5) "The Break-Up,” 
$9.83M; 6) "X-Men: The Last Stand,” 
$7.82M; 7) “Garfield: A Tail of Two Kitties," 
$7.28M; 8) "The Omen,” $5.64M; 9) "The 
Da Vind Code, $5.26M; 10) "Over the 
Hedge,” $4.33M. AP 


World ranking 
105 ANGELES—"The Da Vind Code,” the 
film based on Dan Brown's bestselling novel, 
topped the world’s box office for a fifth 
straight week, raking in some $680 million in 
ticket sales, the industry daily Variety report 
ed Monday. 

Directed by Ron Howard and starring Tom 
Hanks, the movie was produced on a $ 
million budget 


GEORGE Clooney in “Syriana” 


Out goes the case 

PARIS—A French cour dismissed a suit 
against George Clooney and Warner Bros 
filed by a French screenwriter who alleged 
that the movie “Syriana” was largely plagia- 
rized from her script, court officials said Mon- 
day. 

Stephanie Vergniault had claimed the oil- 
industry thriller borrowed "very largely" from 
a script she completed in 2002, but the judge 
in the case said ће two scripts were obvious- 
ly different.” 

Vergniault will have to pay her opponents? 
legal fees, the court officials said. AP 


AN EMAIL FROM SABINEAL- 
varezGyahoocom about Julia 
Clarete caught my attention. Ac- 
cording to the reader, Julia and а 
male friend gate-crashed the ex- 
hibit of her friend in UP and be- 
haved very badly. Here are edited 
portions of her friend's blog: 

“The caterer was telling me 
that the waiters were already 
‘wrapping leftover food for me, 
when І saw Julia again at the 
buffet table. This time, she was 
with a tall guy in black whom Г 
seen earlier at the bar with an 
electric guitar. Hed probably 
had a drink too many, which 
might explain why the bar had 
run out of beer an hour after the 
‘opening. This guy had piled up 
his plate with food—so much 
food that it seemed he was going 
to make the cocktail fare his din- 

"Then, I saw the waiter 
ing mini sandwiches into а wi 
plastic bag and handing it to Ju- 
lia. At this point, 1 wanted to 
storm the buffet table and 
scream at her, "What do you 
think you're doing? You were not 
even invited!" 

"Maybe they thought there 
was too much food anyway. But 
is that any excuse to take advan- 
tage of somebody who has 
worked hard to prepare for ће 
‘event? They obviously do not be- 
long to polite society.” 

(For the full story go to 
http://bossanova- 
days blogs friendstercom 
/kablog/2006/06/ 
‘@_moocher.in_th.heml) 


Nota first 

This was not the first time that 
Julia had been caught in а con- 
troversy. Recently, a lesbian com- 
plained about Julia allegedly at 
tacking her during a heated ar- 
gument in a bar. Julia has denied 
the allegations. But isn't it too 
muchofa coincidence that an art 
student has also come forward 
with an exposé about Julia's lack 
of social graces? Is committing a 
faux pas already second nature 
to her that she's no longer aware 
of it? Is she or isn’t she а good 
‘girl with bad habits? 


Indebtedly yours 

Ал RIW supplier is hoping 
against hope that the mother of 
Sarah Geronimo will pay her 
long overdue debt of P150,000 
for clothes she got for her (the 
mothers) boutique. The supplier 
would rather not bother the 
young actress-singer about it. s 
her mom's problem, not hers. 
But as a dutiful daughter, Tm 
sure Sarah will be more than 
willing to come to her mom's res- 
cue. Considering how over 
worked Sarahis, she undoubted. 
ly is a "Bituing Walang Utang.” 
And so should her mom be. 


iQ 

Andrew Wolfe was seen hav- 
ing an argument with one of the 
Hotlegs dancers at Klowns 
Greenhills. A nosey habitue said 
Andrew and the gay dancer were 


Моор 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


having an LQ. 1 suddenly re- 
membered that Andrew's ex-GF 
Gwen Garci told me she once 
caught him with a gay lover. Is 
macho Andrew really a "Wolfe" 
in “sheep's” clothing? 


Down with the gown 
nts to dlar- 
ify that the gown 
ing as a host of 
Awards for Movies is not really 
worth $17,000, as earlier report- 
ed. “It’s not that expensive na- 
man but irs made by a top Euro- 
pean designer. That gown is spe 
cial because it's one of Yilmaz's 
third wedding anniversary gifts 
to me.” To avoid more intrigues, 
Ruffa might end up not wearing 
the controversial gown après 
tout and don a local creation in- 
stead. Down with the gown? Up 
with the controversy? 


Froi forward 

Froilan “Froi” Calixto was 
with the band Jeremiah seven 
years ago. Now he's back in the 
‘scene with a new band called Re- 
soul, plus a CD to boot ("Sabi 
Mo")! Unlike his former band's 
hit song “Nanghihinayang,” 
has no regrets about going solo. 
“I owe a lot to Jeremiah but it's 
time to move on.” Froi forward! 


Dubious survey? 

With GMA Network increas- 
ing its lead in Mega Manila TV 
ratings, it hopes to soon dupli 
cate the achievement in Cebu, 
Davao and Пойо. Among its 
tiatives to create awareness 
among viewers in those areas is 
the pioneering Kapuso 
Kabarangay project 

Many are wondering why 
ABS-CBN, which has been claim- 
ing a lead in ratings in these ar- 
ess, is resorting to mere imita- 
tion of Kapuso initiatives. ABS- 
CBN also came out with print ads 

Cebu, Davao and Пойо indi 
cating heir supposedly supe: 
ratings. The network used the 
TV diary type of survey conduc 
ed by Nielsen in Cebu and 
Davao, while citing data from 
PSRCS survey for Пойо. Unlike 
the Mega-Manila surveys where 
ТУ meters are used to generate 
data, the regional surveys are 
done using the 
mechanism. This type of survey 
does not guarantee as much ac- 
curacy as the meter-based sur 
vey 

IF GMA Network did not com- 
mission the TV diary surveys of 
Nielsen in Cebu and Davao, 
could it have been ABS-CBN? If 
so, doesn't it follow, like in elec 
tions, thatthe groups that com- 
mission the surveys get favor. 
able results? 


Manhattan Transfer at the Big Dome 


MANHATTAN 
multi-Grammy award-winning quar- 


TRANSFER—THE Duo Petrarca 


‘Isaw the 
waiter 
handing 
foodina 


plasticbag | T 


to Julia 
Clarete. 
She was 
noteven 
invited" 


A2 


Readers’ corner 

Hi Dolly! 

T read a blog last week before 
your story about the Alicia vs 
Ashley incident at Embassy was 
Published in the Inoumen. The 
poor lady bouncer doesn't have 
anyone defending her while Ali- 
cia's been doing the rounds on TY 
shows, telling everyone "what re- 
ally happened.” Read an eyewit- 
ness account: 
hitp://frigidaire.livejour- 
nal.com/ losingmymind 
bitch@yahoo.com 


(Email wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com.) 
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Catch the Cinepiex Special 
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‘Showing on June 28. 2006 
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For ticket inquiries, please call TcketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www ticketnet.com ph 


"ARANETA COLISEUM 


NCAA OPENING CEREMONIES & GAMES | ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK CONCERT 


JUNE 24, Saturday 


EI 


JUNE 27, Tuesday 8 pm 


ON THE STREETS . j| 
OF TOKYO 
g SPEED NEEDS NO 


1 NOW SHOWING 


tet of Tim Hauser (bass), Cheryl Ben- 
tyne (soprano), Janis Siegel (alto), 
and Alan Paul (tenor)—will per 
form on July 5 at the Water 
front Hotel in Cebu City and. 
July 7 at the Araneta Colise- 
um. 

"The Manhattan Transfer 
Live!" will feature the hits 
Nightingale Sang in Berke- 
ley Square," "Smile Again," “Bird- 
land," "Boy from New York City" 
“Twilight Zone," "Until 1 Met You," 
“It's Gonna Take a Miracle,” "On the 
Boulevard” and "Shakers Song.” 
Tickets are priced at P3,500, 
P3,000, P2,500, P1,500, P800 and 
P300. Call 911-5555. 


Suow 
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US-based neo-classical singers Duo 
Petrarca are in town for a series of 
free concerts in non-traditional con- 
cert venues around Metro Manila. 

Composed of Tlocas-born 
pianist Jeremy Rafal and 
Costa Rican tenor Ulises 
Solano, the duo will in 
pret operatic апа, Pilipino 
folk songs and neo-classical 
pieces during performances 
at the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Maynila today; Paco Park tomorrow; 
The Salvation Army Manila Central 
Corps, June 25; and the Philippine 
Women's University and the Centro 
lar Univers June 26. 
Inspired by the ideals of Francesco 
Petrarca, Father of Humanism, the 


PETRARCA Duo 


duo has come together with the pur- 
pose of reviving the ideals of the ver- 
macular language in classical vocal 


acknowledged as among the most ex- 
pressive young interpreters of art 
songs in the US Midwest. 

‘The duo seeks to perform, promote 
and create music in languages that 
have no widespread representation in 
the classical concert stage, and to 
communities with limited access to 


BUY YOUR TICKETS 


IN ADVANCE! 


TICKETS are AVAILABLE 
at the ticket booth from 


JUNE 21 do JUNE 27 


MANHATTAN Transfer 


the arts. 


Today 

Jojo A All the Way and Gimme A 
Break at RJTV Bar 

‘Acoustic Jive at Merles Bar 

Kearney Street at Tavern on the 
Square 


‘Tomorrow 

Un Friends and Moonstrucks at 
RITV Bar 

Fat Session at Tavern on the 
Square 

МТУ Live Sessions at Café Lupe 
featuring True Faith 
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Snooky 
fired 
from 
‘Barbell’ 


From page A2 


tez, in GMA 75 
adaptation of the 
Mars Ravelo komiks 
classic. 

The actress’ tar- 
diness had caused 
serious production 
delays, according to 
Wilma Galvante, 
GMA 7 senior vice 
president for TV En- 
tertainment. 

Galvante told In- 
ошз on Tuesday 
“I don't want to go 
into the details of 
how much money 
we lose every time a 
taping schedule is 
canceled, but it 
does cost.” 

“Captain Barbell” 
is being produced 
for about P50 mil- 
lion. 

Galvante said the 
problem had been 
relayed to her last 
month, even before 
the show premiered 
оп May 29. 


Simple 

“1 was in the US. 
when 1 learned,” 
she recalled. "It was 
easy for us to make 
à decision.” That 
decision was to ter 
minate — Snooky's 
Services 

“To me, its sim- 
ple,” Galvante said. 
"We gave her a 
break, and she 
wasted it.” 

Snooky’s tardi 
ness has affected 
the rest of the cast. 
ie is said that 
Richard Gomez, 
who — portrays 
Snooky’s husband 
їп the series, was 
very upset "once, 
when she showed 
up 12 hours late for 
taping, The call 
time was 6a.m., but 
Snooky showed up 
at p.m. 

During the press 
con to launch the 
show last month, 
Richard made а 
snide remark: "es 
only 11 pm," he 
said. "She must be 
on her way.” 

Actually, Snooky 
didn't show up. 


Cautious 

The actress is be- 
ing managed by An- 
abelle Rama, 
Richard Gutierrez’s 
mother, under a 
contract that ex- 
pires in July next 
year. 

Galvante said An- 
abelle had been 
cautious about rec- 
ommending Snooky 
for the part in "Bar- 
bell.” 

"les not true that 
Annabelle — pres- 
sured us into hiring 
Snooky" Galvante 
said. "We picked 
Snooky from a list. 
She looked [per- 
fect] for the part." 

Annabelle could 
not be reached for 
comment. But her 
associate, publicist 
Jun Lalin said 
Snooky could mot 
cope with the 
schedule, — "Hindi 
raw n'ya kaya (She 
couldn't handle 
i,” Lalin told Iw- 
‘vine. 

Galvante stressed 
that tapings were “a 
fact of life” for TV 
shows. "All stars go 
through that,” she 
said. 

Snooky recently 
married musician 
Niño Mendoza after 


cardo Cepeda was 
annulled early this 
year. 
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02 Robinsons Galeria _(1-00-5:00PM) 
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Headache times two 


BYNOWWEALLMUSTHAVESEENTHE riveting perform: the stage pro- 
headache pill corımercial of wins Richard duction of "Doubt" last weekend. We 


ger арт 
feisty manager than her | t dancing й 
‘own sons. (See story page. } middle aisle! 


421) 


Those talented 
Eigenmanns! 


couldn't stop 


‘We'll adopt next’ 


2) | Brangelina: 
А. 2 
LOS ANGELES—An- 


‘We caught Cherie G's Curme Ga 7 ina Jolie and Brad Pitt 


ANNABELLE and twin sons during the ad shoot 


plan to adopt another chi 
said in a TV interview. 
“Yeah, yeah. Next, we'll adopt,” Jolie 
said on CNN television's “Anderson 
Cooper 360." 
Jolie, 31, also revealed 


RUSHES hat she donates a third of her 


hada stupid in 

1 do," she said, 
laughing. The actress reportedly earned 
some $20 million for her role in “Mr 
and Mrs Smith,” where she played ор. 
posite Pitt 


One more time 

LONDON—Hollywood star Sandra 
Bullock said she would love a chance to 
‘work yet again with Keanu Reeves after. 
the two “Speed” stars were reunited for 
aromantic mystery drama. 

Bullock and Reeves shared the red 
carpet in central London for the Euro- 
pean premiere of “The Lake House,” by 
Argentinian director Alejandro Agresti. 

"The actress told reporters it was a 
“hard film" to shoot, but said she'd like 
to go back before the cameras with 
Reeves, “sooner rather than later” АЕР 
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Gov't eyes supplemental budg 


IQUIRER MONITOR 


не 


Мопеу їо ритр-ргіте 
economy this year 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE ARROYO ADMINISTRATION IS EXPECTED TO ASK CONGRESS 
for a supplemental budget to be able to pursue the pump-priming of 
the economy this year despite the failure of the legislature to pass the 
proposed P1.053-trillion national budget for 2006. 


|: Unemployment rate down in April 2006 


2006, rom a total tabor force of almost 36 milion, 2.9 mimon - ог 
Si percent- wore unemployed, down from tne 8.3 percent registered in 
[ the Same period asl year 


June 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


April 2005 


Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said the 
‘economic team would look for ways to make 
government spending flexible and not be con- 
stricted by the 2005 reenacted budget. 
Budget Undersecretary Mario Relampagos 
said that if the government would have rev- 
enues in excess of what was programmed, 
then the executive branch could go 
‘Congress to ask for a supplemental budget. 
Under the 2005 fiscal program, which the 


астем of last year's budget, it was supposed 
то raise only P783.153 billion in revenues to 
finance bulk ofthe P963.156 billion in expen- 
ditures. 

But since revenue-collecting agencies were 
told to raise a combined P975.4 billion for 
2006, then the government would post excess 
revenues compared with the 2005 revenue 
program. This excess could be а basis for ask- 
ing Congress for a supplemental budget, Re- 
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Kate V Pedroso POI Research government is now using because of the reen- p 
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PETPlans 
wants out 
of pre-need 
business 

/86 


in taxes 


By Armand N. Nocum 
News 


"Relief cannot be granted on 
flimsy excuse that the failure to 
appeal was due to the neglect of 
petitioner's counsel. Otherwise, missal of its petition for 
all thata losing party woulddoto with the CTA for the cane 
salvage his case would be to in- ofthe BIR assessment of it 
voke neglect or mistake of his failure of 
‘counsel as a ground for reversing 

or setting aside the adverse judg- 
men, thereby putting no end to 
litigation,” che SC said in a deci 
sion penned by Associate Justice 
Consuelo Ynares-Santiago. 

In a petition for review filed 
before the high court, RCBC ar- 
gued that it was denied due pro- 
cess because it was not gi 


(See stock market report on Page 2) 


Stocks hit 6-month lows 


=) SHARE ales CLOSED DOWN 
E 4 050 percent yesterday, extending 
tomove е composite index lost 10.32 points to 
forward once 2,057.77 after moving between 2,034.49 and 
govtpaysup 20900 охааа 
:£B10 - 


FORLOSING ITS CASE ON TECH- 
nicality Rizal Commercial Bank- 
ing Corp. (RCBC) will now have to 
settle P100.7 million in taxes with. 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue, 
the Supreme Court ruled yester- 
day. 

1а a nine-page decision, the 
high court upheld a ruling of the 
‘Court of Tax Appeals (CTA) deny- 
ing the bid of RCBC to evade pay- 
ment of its tax liabilities follow- 
ing the alleged failure of its coun- 
sel to file an appeal on time. 


madeon 
Inits ruling, the high court said 
RCBC should blame its own 
wyer for being remiss in com- 
g with the courts order for 
wyers to adopt a system where- 
by they can always receive 
notices and 


resolution. 

‘The bank said the matter con 
stitutes an “excusable negli- 
gence” on its part 

In its resolution, the CTA dis- 
missed the banks petition for 
view considering that it was filed 
beyond the 30-day period. Due to 
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“Apparent 
ras not only remiss in com- 
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Everything is impossible 
until achieved. 


The new BMW 520 Diesel. 21.07 kilometers per liter. 


* The advantage of a refined BMW Diesel. 
The 520d delivered 21.07 kms per iter at the recently 
concluded Department of Energy Fuel Economy Run 
which makes it the most fuel efficient car in its segment. 


* The soul of a sports car. * The comfort of a luxury sedan. 


mtort and 


The new BMW 5 Series. Executive Arrival. 
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SOME POWER BROKERS MUST NOW BE 
looking forward to a multimillion-peso 
bonanza from the sale of the government 
power plant in Masinloc, Zambales. 

The money is coming бот the 
Malaysian firm Ranhill Berhad, which is 
buying out a group called YNN, which in 
tum won the controversial bidding for 
the power plant. 

Капай is paying for the shell compa- 
ny YNN a handsome amount of $8 mil- 
Honor, at the current exchange rate of 
the peso, a whopping P425 million. 

‘That is not bad for a company like 
YNN that, as of last December, had a cap- 
ital of only about P1 million tops. 

То ш, consumers of costly electricity in 

this country—which only happens to enjoy. 
the second highest electricity rates in the. 
whole of Asia—thereis only one question: 
Who among the hangers-on in this cute 
administration of Gloriaetta will feast on 
the P425-milion bonanza of YNN? 
Al the thieves in and around the 
Palace—plus, of course, ай those in the 
Department of Energy (DOE), the Energy 
Regulatory Commission (ERC), and the 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement (Psalm)—may wash their hands 
until the skin peels об, for all we care. 

But the guys down here in my baran- 
say know that those bastards again sold 
us down the river 
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Peddler on the roof 


‘You see, the shell company YNN is noth- 
ing but a broker It is what we, the public, 
deridingly refer to as “influence peddler” 

‘And to go into that kind of racket, YNN 
needs connections in this сше adminis- 
tration. 

One of them, from what I heard, is an 
ex.Cabinet member who is now quite 
close to the Palace. Exactly how much he 
is going to get out of the YNN deal is still 
the topic of whispers in business circles. 1 
am sure its in the hundreds of million. 

For their invaluable help, YNN should also 
thank the ERC and the Psalm, not to men- 
tion the board of Meralco, without whose 
timely intercession, stupidity and greed the 
YNN deal would have fallen through. 

With a paid-up capital of only 
625,000 therefore, YNN group now 
stands to make P425 million. Guess who 
will eventually pay for all that 


"To get the P425 milion from Ranhill, based 
оп the Ranhill announcement, YNN must 
nevertheless meet certain conditions. 
That, again, wil Бе the work of a certain 
‘Sunny Sun, the main broker in the YNN 
group, who is said to be friends with officials 
n all levels ofthe energy sector peddling his 
ware from the oor to the roof of their offices. 
‘Thus, Sunny Sun will again ask for lit- 
Че favors from Psalm, Meralco and the 
ERC. One of them is the "supply con- 
tract” with Meralco. Another is ће ex- 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. 
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tension of the deadline for the payment 
forthe power plant. 

In а few days, YNN must cough off 
$227 million as “upfront payment” for its 
$526-million bid for the power plant. By 
the looks of it, YNN and Ranhill cannot 
do the deal before the deadline. 

‘Thus, YNN—through Sunny Sun and 
his connections in the ERC, Psalm and 
the Palace—must get another “exten- 
sion” from Psalm for the third time. 

‘Under the bidding rules, YNN should 
have made the $227-million “upfront 
payment" immediately That's why it was. 
called "upfront" money, duh! 

It has been almost two years since the 
bidding, and YNN has yet to make the 
"upfront" payment for the simple reason 
that YNN did not have the money. 

Psalm of course forgot to do а little 
check on YNNs financial capability 
Moreover, Psalm did all sorts of manipu- 
lation to extend the payment period. 

The other condition about the “supply 


ONB pays out 


PDI Mindanao Bureau 


DAVAO CITY—ONE NETWORK 
Bank (ONB), the country’s 
largest rural bank, this month 
paid out a total of P171.4 mil 
lion in dividends to its stock- 
holders—the largest single pay- 
ош in the history of rural bank- 
ingin the country. 

During the third Annual 
Stockholders’ meeting here on 
Saturday, ONB president Alex 
Buenaventura said the pay- 
out—consisting of P164 milion 
in shares of stocks and P7.3 mil- 
ion in cash—would enable the 
‘bank to sustain its capital re- 
sources and profitability. 

ONB was born when three ru- 
ral banks in Mindanao—Net- 
‘work Rural Bank in Davao del 
Sur, Rural Bank of Panabo in 
Davao del Norte, and Provident 
Rural Bank of Cotabato in North 
Cotabato—consolidared their 
assets and operation in 2004. 

Following the consolidation, 
it became the largest private 
banking network on the island. 
ОМВЗ current total assets are 
4.3 billion 

From 51 branches since the 
consolidation, ONB expanded 
to 62 branches by the second 
half of 2006. 

Seven more branches are set 
to open in Mindanao's remotest 
areas. 

Based on ONB's 2005 annual 
report, demand and savings de- 
posits reached almost P2 billion, 
surplus and surplus reserves hit 
P171.9 million, undivided prof- 
its reached P69 million, and ap- 
praisal increment reserve was 
pegged at P18.5 million. 

"The bank now serves an esti- 
mated 370,000 depositors and 
almost 70000 borrowers in 
Mindanao. 

"Despite its remarkable 
growth, ONB is not interested in 
Competing with commercial 
banks and wants to remain a ru- 
ral bank," Buenaventura said. 

He also said that the bank is 


stock 


said 


He 


ts 


galink 


By Judy Quiros, ra: 


targeting a net income of P213 
million this year. 

"Capital income is projected 
to shoot up to P970 million by 
yearend, 90 percent of which is 


drivers of ONB are lending to 
micro-businesses and agricul- 
ture sector, an 

electronic” banking 
such as automated teller ma- 
chine (ATM) units. 


amounts to P3.5 billion. 
ONB owns the Sh largest 
fleet of ATMs under the Me- 


head-on with the ATM facilities 


ACLIENT of One Network Bank ATM holder withdraws her cash 
from an ATM branch in Toril branch in Davao City. The rural bank 
owns the Bth largest fleet of ATMs under the Megalink network. 


€— 


dividend," Buenaventura. 


said the main growth ofi 


vestments in 
facilities 


Buenavent 
‘current loan portfolio 


network, competing 


P171M in dividen 
а рема 


of leading commercial and 
thrift banks in the country It is 
the only rural bank nationwide 
that is a member of Megalink. 
Buenaventura said even Me- 
galink had commended the 
bank for the aggressive growth 
АТМ network. 
ONB now has 41 АТМ ma- 
chines throughout Mindanao. 
The bank wants to become a 
major force in the development 
of the Mindanao countryside, 
ra said. 
ONB vice chair Antonio Aveli- 
no said what makes ONB the pre- 
ferred rural bank among Min- 
danao clients is йз philosophy of 
devoting its resources solely for 
Mindanao communities. 
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By Michelle 


thority (Neda). 
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ture partners: 


Biofuels bill 


By Abigail L. Ho 
“We 
FACING STIFF OPPOSITION AT 
the Senate, the Philippine Fuel 
Ethanol Alliance continues to 
push for the passage of the Biofu- 
cls Law, stressing that the country 
is now lagging behind its Asian 
bors in terms of adopting 
policies for the widespread use of 
alternative fuels. 

‘Quoting reports from abroad, 
the group pointed out that China 
‘would soon be setting a specific 
target for the share that ethanol 
would have in its energy mix, 
providing political support for 
the ethanol industry there. 

China is currently the world’s 


only ca 


"We 
sense 


oil and 


: High court says 


From page BI 


would 


still likely be dismissed if ноша 
be returned to the СТАЗ Second 


һе also failed to check periodical- 
1y, as an act of prudence and dili 
gence, the status of the pending 
case before the CTA Second Divi- 

г sion," the high court added. 

+ Thecourt noted that even if the 
petition for relief from judgment 


Divisio 


“AS 


third largest ethanol producer. 


again in the pursuit for energy in- 
dependence and clean air" the 
Ethanol Alliance 
that our Asian neighbors are so 
advanced in providing policy sup- 
роп for the use of ethanol.” 

‘The group said Congress should 
pass the Biofuels Act as soon as 
Possible, to enable the country not 


bors, but also to become less de- 
pendent on imported ой. 
the twin problems of expensive 


and Thailand,” the group said. 


cancellation of йз assessments 
һай already prescribed. 


the failure of a taxpayer to appeal 


pressed 


Concerns 
have become laggards 


id. "We see 


added. 


ch up with its Asian neigh- 


need to have the same 
of urgency in addressing 

Sena 
dirty air as China, Japan, 


be granted, the case would 
n since its action for the 


bunal said, 
provided in Section 228, 


ethanol use, expressed by car 
manufacturers and oil firms, 
would be dealt with in the same 
way other Asian countries had 
addressed theirs, the group 


The Biofuels Act aims to estab- 
lish a policy framework for the 
use of fuel ethanol and coco- 
biodiesel, providing incentives 
for the development, production 
and distribution of such fuels. 
The bill passed the House of 
Representatives 
case. But it has hit a snag at the 
where senators are ques 
tioning some of the bills provi 
sions, particularly those concem- 


dered the assessment final, ex- 
ecutory and demandable. Conse- 
quently, petitioner is precluded 
from disputing the correctness of 
the assessment,” the high tri- 


The court described relief from 
Judgment under Rule 38 of the 
from an assessment on time ren- Rules of Court as a legal remedy 


Over mandatory іп incentives. 


Environment 


with relative 


2012. 


RCBC liable to pay P100M in taxes 


THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY, AS 
measured by the gross domestic 
product (GDP), likely expanded 
by more than 5.5 percent in the 
second quarter of the year given 
the strong performance of the 
agriculture and export sectors. 
"This was the forecast made by 
Romulo Neri, the country’s eco- 
nomic planning secretary and di 
rector general of the National 
Economic and Development Au- 


Neri said the projection kept 
the Philippines within the full 
year GDP growth target of be- 
tween 5.5 and 6.2 percent. 
GDP the most common tool 
measuring an econo- 
my's performance, is the sum 
of che values of all goods and 
services produced within the 


Apart from China, the Ethanol 
Alliance also related that Japan's 

Ministry | would 
soon enact legislation requiring 
all gasoline-powered vehicles to 
run on gasoline with a 10-percent. 
ethanol blend by 2030. 

Italso requires all vehicle man- 
ufacrurers to make all vehicles 
produced before 2012 compati- 
ble with such a fuel blend. 

Japan's aggressive support for 
ethanol, the group said, was 
mainly due to its commitment to 
the Kyoto Protocol, where Japan 
committed to slash carbon diox- 

emissions by 6 percent by 


that is allowed only in exception- 
al cases whereby a party seeks to 
set aside a judgment rendered 
against him by a court whenever 
һе was unjustly deprived of a 
hearing or was prevented from 
taking an appeal, in either case, 
because of fraud, accident, mis- 
take or excusable neglect. 


contract" with Meralco, according to the 
Ranhill announcement, is in the “ad- 
vanced stages.” 

But then again, the announcement 
said, that contract must be “in form and 
substance satisfactory to Ranhill.” 

Uh-oh, that’s bad news to Meralco cus- 

tomers. 
Now, for the sake of action stars in the. 
Senate, this is the kind of scandal we do 
mot need in the privatization of the 
Napocor power plants. 

First, Psalm allowed itself to be fooled by 
somebody with a short name, who formed 
а group only four months before the bid- 
ding. What's that, stupid or corrupt? 

And then the ERC and DOE came into 
the picture. The ERC conveniently sus- 
pended a rule to accommodate the sup- 
ply contract with Meralco. 

So, with that kind of dirty play, how do 
we attract investors in the power sector? 

Meanwhile, the delay in the payment 
for the Masinloc plant means that we, 
taxpayers, must shoulder the interest 
payments on the government loans for 
the very same plant—thanks to this cute 
administration of Gloriaerta. 

[seems that old-time banker Antonio Alin- 
dogan is on the way out as DBP chair in fa- 
vor of Labor Secretary Patricia Sto, Tomas, 

Alindogan was a member of the Mone- 


economy ina given period. 
‘According to Neri, the double- 
and higher-than-target 
growth of the export sector in the 
previous months is expected to be 
sustained through the remaining 
months of the year given the 
strong global demand for elec- 
tronics, the country's major ex- 


digit 


port product. 
Dara from the National 


od, when almost all major 


higher than the 8-percent 


growth i 


development phase.” 


Troncales noted that although 
NRMDCis a private entity operat- 
ing under the РЕМА, it would al- 
so need to go through the tedious 
process of obtaining an ECC that 
would be approved by the Pollu- 


Mining 


Чоп Abjudication Board. 


Gov't eyes 


lampagos said. 


tors, would be allocated 


The bicameral 


trillion budget intact, the 


‘opment. 
But Teves said that the 
administration's economic 


resumes session in July 


tics Office showed thatthe coun- 
пуз exports expanded by 152 
percent to $14.75 billion year-on- 
Year in the January-to-April peri- 


products registered growth. 
The 15.2-percent growth in ex- 
ports as of April was also much 


growth target set for the full year. 

The Neda earlier said the 
exports, led by elec- 
tronics, was due to increasing de- 


fore they can proceed with the 
development of the chromite 
reservation in Northern Surigao. 
"This will be the next step after 
a thorough review of the project's 
first quarter report,” Mines and 
Geosciences Bureau officer Fred 
"Troncales said. "The ECC is re- 
quired before the initial project 


Asking fora supplemental bud- 
get might require less time for 
legislation than having a national 
budget passed. The supplemental 
budget, if approved by legisla- 


lected spending needed to boost 
infrastructure development. 
conference 
committee of Congress failed to 
pass the proposed national bud- 
get for 2006 before the legisla- 
ture went into recess last week. 
‘While the House of Representa- 
tives wanted the proposed P1.053- 


sought a substantial cut and was 
pushing for a budget of P1.027 wil- 
lion. Among the projects thumbed 
down by the Senate included the 
“Klos Asenso Movement" and the 
“Kalayaan Barangays program,” 
which the Arroyo administration 
said involved infrastructure devel- 


stil preferred that the 2006 nation- 
al budget be passed when Congress 


‘would not happen, then they could 
ask for a supplemental budget. 
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tary Board, and Sto. Tomas never was a 
banker all her life. Those in the business 
sector, no wonder, are mystified by it all. 

Still, we must understand that, after 
the Hyatt incident last year, this cute ad- 
ministration must reward its people for 
their blind loyalty. 

The only thing is, Alindogan has this 
baby called micro-lending. In fact, he 
sprang out of retirement and accepted 
the DBP position, precisely to pursue his 
projects in micro-lending. 

‘And everybody thought that, in vari- 
ous business fora and press conferences, 
this cute administration wanted the very. 
same micro-lending to be the corer- 
stone of its economic program for the 
countryside. So much for press releases! 


Ош hero in the insurance business ap- 
parently is getting away with that case 
over some P800 million in unpaid docu- 
‘mentary stamp tax. 

So, what did he do to, er, "Ri? the prob- 
Jem that first cropped up during the time 
ofthe man named Ban... Wrist Band? 

Under this cute administration, one of 
the BIR deputy commissioners reported- 
ly also got into the picture. 

"This time around, according to whispers 
in the insurance business it seems that the 
handsome devil has taken care of every- 
body in the BIR, from top to bottom. 

1s he really that powerful? 


GDP likely expanded 
5.5% in 2nd quarter 


Strong showing in exports, agriculture cited 


Remo 


mand for products like MPS play- 
ers and cellular phones. 

Dennis Arroyo, director for 
planning and policy at the Na- 
tional Economie and Develop- 
ment Authority echoed Neris 
optimism, projecting that ex- 
ports in the second half of the 
year would even be higher be- 
cause of the seasonal inventory 
buildup. 

"Given the trend and the out- 
look for the second half it's pos 
ble that exports this year wil see 
growth of even more than 15 per- 
cent,” Arroyo said. 

Meanwhile, the Department of 
Agriculture earlier said produc- 
on in the agriculture. sector, 
which composed about a fifth of 
the economy increased by а 
range of 45 to 5 percent in the 
first half following its 3.8-pereent 
expansion in the first quarter, 


Statis- 


export 


export 


NRMDC, Sino partners to acquire ECC 
for P2-B chromite project development 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


‘STATE-OWNED NATURAL RE- 
sources Mining Development 
Corp. (NRMDC) and its joint ven- 
acquire an envi- 
ronmental clearance certificate 
(ECC) to pursue the development 
of the P2-billion Dinagat Island 
chromite project, according to a 
government official 
NRMDC and its partners Unit- 
ей  Philippines-China 
Corp. and Philnico Processing 
Corp. will have to secure an ECC 
from the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources be- 


on skeptical Senate 


‘The two project areas in Dina- 
gat cover 9,775 hectares, the NR- 
MDC said in its report. 

United Philippines-China Min- 
ing Corp. won the rights to work 
on the 600-hectare area in Baran- 
gay Esperanza, Lorenzo. The Chi- 
nese-Filipino mining firm will al- 
зо join Philnico Processing Corp. 
in developing the second area lo- 
cated on the southern tip of the 
island, covering 9,175 hectares. 

All bids were evaluated by the 
NRMDC committee's technical 
board. The board's recommenda- 
tion, in turn, was checked by the 
DENR. 


sae FrompageBI 

Earlier, the country's economic 
team has expressed concern over 
the failure of Congress to pass the 
budget, noting this would derail 
initiatives to finally give a boost 
to the government's anemic 
spending for infrastructure. 

The National Economic and 
Development Authority earlier 
said that the government intend- 
ed to boost its infrastructure 
spending to 4 percent of the 
country’s gross domestic product. 
over the medium term, 

The government's infrastruc- 
ture spending stands at only 2 per- 
cent, making the Philippines lag 
behind its Southeast Asian neigh- 
bors. The Neda said that on aver- 
‘age, Southeast Asian countries 
spend an amount equivalent to 5 
percent of GDP on infrastructure, 

Poor spending on infrastruc: 
ture, largely attributed to the na- 
tional government's budget woes 
since the onset ofthe Asian finan- 
cial crisis in the late 1990s, has 
been largely blamed for a re- 
stralned economic growth. Since 
a third of the government's annu- 
al budget is eaten by debt servic- 
ing, very little is left for basic ser- 
vices and infrastructure, 
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Gov't gets $1-M grant to pursue power sector reform 


THE GOVERNMENT AND THE WORLD BANK 
yesterday signed a $1-million grant to support 
the implementation of power sector reform. 
and the privatization of National Power Corp. 
assets. 

‘The money will come from the Policy and 
Human Resources Development (PHRD) Fund, 
‘which is being administered by the World Bank 
‘on behalf ofthe Japanese government. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves signed 

~on behalf of the government and Philippines 
Country Director Joachim von Amsberg 
signed for the World Bank, The grant will be 
implemented through 2007. 

Von Amsberg said: "The World Bank appre- 
ciates the ongoing efforts of the Philippine 
government to privatize generating assets 
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reforms are maximized while risks are 
minimized. This would, in tum, con- 
tribute positively toward the improve- 
tor reforms, in particular areas related ment of the investment climate and 
to critical risk mitigation measures to would attract private sector investment 
censure that the benefits of power sector for the power sector. 


Fund to help in sale of remaining Napocor assets 


gies; power demand forecasting and se- 
curity of power supply, and alternative 
rate fegulation of electric cooperatives. 
"We appreciate the World Banks re- 
пеней engagement in power sector re- 
form efforts in the country especially 
now that we are moving toward compet- 
itive generation in the WESM and the 
phased introduction of open access and 
‘competition at the distribution level,” 
Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla said. 
"With our very limited resources, this 
assistance is indeed crucial in helping to 
achieve smooth transition to an effective 


functioning WESM by ensuring that the 
small electric cooperatives and бої. 
tion utility among other off takers are f- 
nancilly credible counter. 
"We anticipate that 
fhis reform would eventual- 
iy provide cheaper and reli- 
able electricity to end con- 
sumers and allow our in- 
dates be more globally 
‘competitive, he added. 
The grant aims to assist 
the goverment inthe im. 
plementation of power sec 
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And Transco concession, and is prepared to 
consider support for the phased implementa- 
tion of the power sector reform program, in 
close coordination with the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank and the Japanese government.” 

Finance Secretary Teves said that support 
for power sector reforms through the technical 
assistance program financed by the grant and 
the subsequent power sector operation would 
make an important contribution to the fiscal 
reform and growth agenda of the Philippines. 

тһе Electric Power Industry Reform Aet 
(Epira) of 2001 provides a framework for an 
ambitious program of power sector resruc- 
turing and privatization of Napocor assets. 
The introduction of a transparent, competi- 
tive electricity market, through the establish- 
ment of the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market 
(WESM), would promote greater efficiency 
‘This would be complemented by the priva 
zation program which, if successfully imple 
mented, would contribute to improved fiscal 
stability as well as increased sector efficiency. 
In recent years, substantial progress has been 
made in the implementation of the Epira, but 
much more remains robe done. 

The grant wil finance a technical assistance 
program to prepare specific elements of the 
govemments power sector reform program, 
among them the WESM market surveillance; 
energy trading and risk management strate 


BSP remains 
confident on 
OFW inflows 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS EX- 
‘pects inflows from overseas Filipino workers 
to grow by 10 percent—or still in line with its 
target—despite the slower expansion seen for 
the first time in 17 months last April 

“We're Keeping the lü-percent target. 
Мете still confident,” BSP Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. told reporters. 

This developed as the growth in OFW re- 
“mittances slowed to a marginal 0.34 percent 
in April due to the shrinking number of work 
ers deployed abroad. It was the first time 
since November 2004 that the growth for a 
single month fell below double-digit levels. 

Tetangco said the cumulative January-to- 
April remittance level of $3.7 billion still post- 
ed a double-digit growth of 10.8 percent from 
ayear ago. 

Philip Wyatt, an analyst at UBS Securities, 
said the slowdown in remittances in April was 
mostly a seasonal dip. 

“The main seasonal pattern is a fall in 
March to April and a rise November to De- 
cember though they vary in magnitude," Wy- 
att said. 

"Two factors acting as a drag on growth of 
remittances are the base in 2005, which was 
especially high, and the lower number of de- 
ployed overseas workers, which in January to 
April dropped by 2.7 percent,” he said. 

"Wyatt said OFW inflows to the country 
would still likely hit $11-$12 billion by year's 
end from $10.7 billion in 2005. 

Tetangco also said the BSP was striving to 
'entice more OFW households to save part of 
their remittances in banks or engage in pri- 
vate businesses. 

Based on the BSP’ survey of households in 
Metro Manila, only 11 percent of OFW fami- 
lies attempt to invest in stocks or any private 
business but a larger 39 percent kept savings 

"in banks and other depository institutions. 

‘About 10 percent of households based in 

* Metro Manila have at least one OFW and out of 
+ these families, 91.3 percent received remit- 
-tances over the last 12 months. The survey also 
showed that 95.5 percent or nearly all ofthe 
+ households used part of the remittances to buy 
food and pay for other domestic expenditures, 

“Weve been coordinating with the banks, so 
the banks can offer financial products that the 
(OFWs and their families ean buy or participate 

‘in. Thats for one group of OFWs that are not 
prepared to engage in business,” Tetangco said. 

“We want to sec more OFW families 
putting a part of the remittances in banks or 
financial products, For those that don't have 
the inclination or ће time to manage their in- 
vestment, the bank will basically manage that 
for you. That's also good because there will be 

"more resources for banks to invest in produe- 
tive activities" the BSP chief said. 

Tetangco said the banking system was also 
ready to support ОРУУ families with en- 
treprencurial talent. 

“We can tie this up with microfinance so 
lets say if somebody has a certain amount of 
capital but would need additional, he ean go 
toa bank and borrow, either under а microfi 
nance program or those with bigger require 
ments tap SME (small and medium enter- 
prise) lending," Tetangco said, 
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ҮЙ OPEN A S-YEAR PESO TIME DEPOSIT NOW! 
«РАИМ AS HIGH AS 8,5% INTEREST Р.А. ТАХ FREE! 


INVESTMENT "INTEREST RATE 
F 50,000 - 99,999.00 825% 
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HOW TO CATCH 
COMPANY THIEVES 


Hear and Learn from actual cases done by 


Truth Verifier Systems, Inc., 
а company awarded by the Philippine National Police as 
The Best Private Detective Agency 


June 27, 2006 | 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 
‘The RFM Auditorium | Pioneer St., Mandaluyong City 


Topics to be discussed are the following: 


* Legal Elements of Fraud 
Internal and External Fraud Schemes. 
Psychology and Physiology of Lying 
Conducting Investigation 
The Hotline Tips System 


Seminar speakers include: 
= Wis L Victor, omer Cort of Appeals Justice 
Big. Gon. Jaime E. Mila, eit supsintandet of SAGSD, CSG, PNP 
+ ts. Gen. Pantaleon G. Dumlao, former PHP Deputy биеси General 
* Aty Ера 0. Sagan, formar HR manager ol Abbot Laboratories 
Nel U Sison, former associate manager of SOV 
^ De Anabel C. Singon, omar HA manager of MERALCO 
= Capt. бола В. Dunia, Paint ol TVS! 


‘Seminar Fee: P 2,400.00 
“The fee includes lecture handouts, certificate. 
and food and boverages 
Interested parties may сай Marietta or Donna 
at 635-5929 or 635-5985 
Fax 634-7569 or Email us at ctvai@truthverifier.com 


ASTORIA PLAZA HOTEL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


TO ALL OUR VALUED CLIENTS: 


WE WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE ALL OUR CLIENTS THAT 
ASTORIA PLAZA HOTEL IS IN FULL OPERATION AND IS IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH ALL REGULATIONS OF THE CITY OF 
PASIG. 


The recent report regarding the closure of ASTORIA HOTEL located 
at the comer of Makati Avenue and Eduque St. refers to THE ASTOR 
HOTEL which is operated by the group of Manuel Morato. 


ASTORIA PLAZA IS LOCATED AT #15 J. ESCRIVA DRIVE., 
ORTIGAS BUSINESS DISTRICT, PASIG CITY. IT IS NOT, IN 
ANY MANNER, CONNECTED WITH THE SAID ASTOR HOTEL. 


FOR INQUIRIES AND RESERVATIONS PLEASE CONTACT US 
AT6871111 OR VISITOUR WEBSITEAT www.astoriaplaza com. 
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FOR INQUIRIES & 
RESERVATIONS, CONTACT 

CUT UNLIMITED, INC. 

‘Unit 2007, 200, Prestige Tower, дада, 
E Onigas ave lormery Emerald 

Ave), Ortigas Си, Pasig City 

"Ie $63 26870654, 6872955, 

9872213, 6873292 

Fax +63 2 8870604 

Email ot@paohenetph 


ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 


P.O. Box 789, Mania, Phippnes 
6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong Cty, Phapoines. 
та. 632 4301, 622 4094, 632 444, Pox No. 830 2577 
Emar: psaniagofad oro amanaio@adh.org or hdechavaz@ach 000 


INVITATION to PREQUALIFY for CONTRACT NO. ADB/OAS-2006/022 
(Commissary Management Services) 


The Asian Development Bank (ADE), а mutiteral development nance inion headquartered in 

Mania Phággedt, vies eteresied companes vo apply lor prequaicabon донос m subsequent 

"dong exerce fr th PIOUS of commissary management services al ADB Нават 

located at No. 6 ADB Avenue, Mandakiyong Сау, Prappines. 

“The Coniracior shall perform the services win skilod personnel and necessary supervision, 
"Cormssory гому located 


‘her products as rected Бу the 
Sorustons, standards and procedures lo the operation ofthe ADB's Commissary, ва may bs 
itstished by те ADB tom tre toma. 
Presuedcoton в open o ems and voluniarly formed joint ventures rom etgiblo members of АОВ. 
further information by calling, writing or faxing. the 
Procurement and Contracts Administration Section, Insituonal Services Dision. Office of 
алатот Services. Asian Devilopmant бопк st ha conte address specified above staring 
fom 9:00 элп. 10 4:00 pm. 
Proquoticaton documents may be obtained from tho Head, Procuroment and Contracts 
романот Sesion, чиопа! Services Dmsion, Offco of to Admins Sarveos, Room. 
1639 South al te shove adüres, rom 26 Juno to 30 June 2006 on any workng Gay, 3:00 алт. to 
3530 pm. upon presentation of th recoit of poymant cash or managers check ol a nonolundanie 
ioe of Poe Five Munired (PHP500 OD) a те ADB's Cash Room, Room G239W. 
Тео copios (marked “Ong” and Copy) ol te oppicatons should bo submited each in a sealed 
этире marked "Application to Prequalify for the Commissary Management Services" 
Scoressed to tho ation of Нева, Procuromant and Contracts Administration Section, 
institutional Services Division, Отсо of Administrative Services" and should reach ADB not lar 
{fon 3:00 pm. оп 11 duly 2008. ADB resorves tno nont о acceptor rect lalo appicatons. 
‘Applicants wit be одй, duo course, of tho resu of ре pplcatens. Al requaliid appicanis 
Sd bo остава and issued ino Во; Document 
Tris кодол боза not eiat any cemmamont on the part of ADB, eir financial or otherwise. Any 
а орат of proguniteanon documents shat bo bomo solely by the appicant 


GÉci.E LHF. GREGORY 
Doctor, institutional Servicos Division 
Ошо of Administrativo Services 


Asian Development Вл, ADB 
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role as administrator ol 
National Irrigation Administra- 
tion (NIA), Baltazar H. Usis is 
aggressive about е 
country's food security pros- 
pects. A hallmark of the Ar- 
royo administration's agricul- 
tural program is self soffi- 
ciency in tice supply — an in. 
dicator pf food зеспіус a 

Usis is convinced this 
would be attained by 2009 as 
planned, with the rehabilitation 
of the country's major irrigation 
systems 

“Irrigation is a catalyst of 
agricultural development and 
it has a crucial role to play in 
seeing to it that the agriculture 
sector reaches its desired goal, 
he pointed out during his inau- 
guration October last year and 
further noted that agricultural 
productivity continues to under- 
pin the country's economic Cebu 
growth. 

‘That conviction bears the 
zeal of an engineer who has 
spent decades working the field 
offices of NIA before assuming 
‘management roles in the agency. 

“Everybody knows well 
that I've been rendering my ser- 
vice here almost the same length 
with NIA's existence. We know 
very well our jobs. We know these were devolved to the lo- 
very well our activities, so itis cal government units," he 
only a matter of sincere imple- said. 

‘mentation and it is only а mat- 
ter of dedicated strategies,” he 
told his erstwhile peers. 

His strategy - an ambitious 
‘one ~ entails the investment of 
25 billion over the next five 
years on the rehabilitation of 
major national and communal 
irrigation systems throughout 
the country. 

‘According to him, the plan 
would be the most practical 
and short-term response to 
increase productivity in rice 
farms. 


"The lack of good iriga- 
tion system is a big factor why 
the country always falls short 
of its annual rice production 
target. Many of our CIS (com- 
munal irrigation systems) 
have deteriorated due to lack 
of funds for operation and 
maintenance, especially when 


And there's the catch. 

NIA data show that of the 
3.126 million hectares (а) 
total rice lands nationwide, only 
49 percent or 1402 million ba. 
have functioning irrigation sys 
tems, while about 1.724 million. 
ha. rely primarily on rainwater 
for rice planting activities. Of 
the areas served by irrigation, 
about 368,075 ba. have deterio- 
rated and in need of rehabilita- 
tion and/or restoration. 

The reason is simply the 


lack of funds or delays in the. 
release of funds — year after 
year. 

According to NIA data, the 
government provides P1,126 
per ha. for maintenance ога 
‘shortfall of P1,274 per ha. from 
the ideal budget of P2,400 per 
ha. 

But Usis is undaunted. 

The NIA has already re- 
ceived Р500 million in funds 
from the Department of Bud- 
get and Management (DBM) 
to jumpstart the rehabilitation 
of some 8,317 ha. of irrigation 
systems this year 

The available fund ac- 
counts for only 12 percent of 
some P4 billion required to re- 
habilitate national irrigation 
systems (NIS) and CIS for the 
year alone. 

‘Leaning on NIA regional, 
operations managers and de- 
partment managers to improve 


TOP photo shows President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo at the recent inauguration of Can-Asujan Project in 


collection efficiency, particu- 


around 70 percent of the 
agency's total irrigation ser- 
vice fee (ISF) collectibles 

By September this year, the 
target isto raise Р515 million or 
71.44 percent of back accounts 
and P227.6 million or 90.42 per- 
cent of current accounts due 
from farmers. 

“One ofthe major concerns 
remains the financial viability of 
NIA and we will continuously 
address this — especially the 
measures to increase collection 
efficiency. Increasing dramati- 
cally our collection efficiency is 
the challenge we all have to 
work for. The success of our 
collection efforts largely de- 
pends on our aggressiveness, 
innovativeness, persistence and 
political will,” Administrator 
Usis said. 


Social Benefits of Irrigation 


Local ownership of irrigation systems nationwide went into 
high gear in 2005. NIA reached close to 200,000 farmers last 
year, resulting in the organization of 67 more irrigators’ asso- 
iations (IAs) in 2005, of which 43 became registered with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. The agency was also 
able to strengthen 1,028 existing IAs, through the conduct of 

ig and workshops participated in by thousands of farm- 
ers nationwide. 

"This bodes well for the country's progress, as increasing 
local ownership ensures success and profitability in agricul- 
ture — which continues to drive economic growth 

"Dependence on government for operations and mainte 
nance (O&M) has been a major reason for poor irrigation per 
formance. Financial autonomy, with costs for O&M recovered 
from users, benefits the poor, as better performing schemes 
enable the poor to produce more. 

"Modern, productive and well managed irrigation systems 
have a high rate of success, measured as retums to investment 
of 10 percent or better," the International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI) stressed during the 4* World Water Forum 
held in Mexico last March. 

Ла fact, capacity building is key to sustainable water man- 
agement, according to the IWMI. Integrated water resource 
management and long-term monitoring are likewise crucial, ex- 
pens agreed during the global forum. 

"We will always cherish how NIA took care of us in our 
formative years," said Danilo Ulbata, chairman of the Tamulcom 
Fisco Farmers’ Cooperative, Leyte’s three-time awardee for ex 
‘emplary performance in management and operation of an irriga- 
tion system. Prior to its organization as a cooperative, Tamulcom. 
existed as an IA for eight years. As an IA, it was extensively 
exposed to a series of orientation seminars and trainings, 
sectoral meetings and in-depth monitoring conducted by the 
NIA. In 2005, Tamulcom registered a collection efficiency of 
114 percent in its current and back accounts on irrigation ser- 


vice fees. It has also become 
exceeding P200,000. 


Congratulation: 


HANJIN 


National Irrigation Administration 


on the occassion of your 43rd Anniversary 
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OTHER ENGINEERING WORKS 


RUF Euroa ConDOHINIUM 1, LEGASPI COR. HERRERA STS., LEGASPI VILLAGE, MAKATI CITY 
TEL 8I8-2706/818-9564 FAX BI0-OSGO/BI2-3135 


а profitable venture, with assets 


The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), based in Manila 
and а major multilateral funding 
source for the Philippines, has 
likewise documented the social 
benefits of irrigation. In йз case 
study on the Kabolnan Irrigation 
and Area Development Projec 
which it funded with a $48-mi 
lion loan, the ADB noted the 
project's positive impact. 
Before it was implemented, 
80 percent of the local popula- 
tion lived below the poverty line. 
Nine years later, with 76,000 hav- 
ing better access to irrigation, 
water, transportation, health and 
education services, crop yields 
almost doubled and transport 
costs went down drastically 
The project also alleviate 
the peace and order situation, 
being located in Maguindanao, 
which is part of the Autono- 
mous Region for Muslim 
Mindanao and а conflict-ridden 


On the occasion of our 43* 
anniversary, I commend the dedi- 
cated men and women of the Na- 
tional Irrigation Administration. 

Our mandate is clear: to de- 
liver efficient and swift service to 
‘our farmers. Ош front liners, who 
directly attend to the needs of the 
farmers, are our field personnel 
‘and project implementers. In tum, 
we here at the central office make 
sure that our regional, project and 

incial offices are able to de- 
liver, 

‘One of the major concerns remains the financial viability 
of NIA and we will continuously address this ~ especially the 
measures to increase collection efficiency. Increasing dramati- 
cally our collection efficiency is the challenge we all have to 
work for. The success of our collection efforts largely depends 
оп our aggressiveness, innovativeness, persistence and politi 
cal will 


МА Aountrsion. 
Bazan Н. Uss 


Our mandate is clear: to 
deliver efficient and swift 
service to our farmers 


We will continue with what all the previous administra- 
tions have started. We will continue adding fine stones to the 
edifice of NIA for its betterment and development. We will 
Continue serving the people with full commitment and dedi- 
cation. We have leamed from our mistakes in the past so We 
will handle all our duties and functions based on what we 
| know is right and good for all. | 
Most importantly, with the full support of Her Excellency 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, the National Irrigation Adminis- 
tration will anain its goal of efficient irrigation service, tius 
contributing to rice self-sufficiency of the country. In doing 
5o, we will make the life of Juan dela Cruz satisfied and happy. 
‘Mabuhay ang NIA! i 
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NI A Facts 


& Figures 
lm 152005, NIA pursued the implementation of 39 irri- 


| sation project 14 foi assed, 21 oc unde (пев. 
| а сой actives an carry-over projects) and four inc 
| ter-agency projects. Twelve are located in Luzon, eight in 
| ушуш, ob in Mindanao and 13 with subprojects în selected 

provinces nationwide. | 


щй As of Dec. 31, 2005, the agency accomplished 56° 

ıt of the targeted arca of 18,883 ha. for generation or 
10,539 ba. and 90 percent of 123, 557 ha. for rehabilitation or 
110,865 ha. 


NIA пон manages 199 national inigaton systems 
ender 15 responsiblity centers nationwide with а total se- | 
Же ша of 005714 а The service area increased by 5,535 
КЫ 00S Коп he previous year's area with the pail op- 
ыры ote Майор Margao Inigatin System in Re. | 
jen Т) and the Bubunswan ligation System in Region 10. 
Ж ош inipued ars was 972,92 ha. broken down о 1 
416.450 ha. during the dry season (November 2004 to April ij 
2005) tnd 496243 ha. dating te wer season (May 2005 10 $ 
Олда 2005) A 

п As of Dec. 31, 2005, the total service area devel- 
oped was 1,413,236 or AS percent of the estimated potential 
рде aca of 3126340 ha. OF tis area, 698.77 ha. are 
шг NIS, 94502 in CIS and 174,200 in priv inigation 
‘yur The remaining potential rc to be developed s sl 
РО ha. The essed рові! дЫ area ше йоз 
Балау devoted to sce аша com and upto tree реген 
к= 


Wb The funding requirement for the restoration of 
128,205 ha. of NIS is about P7.69 billion, of which P1.54 
billion would be needed on the first year and P3.077 billion 
cach on the second and third years. To sustain the cumulative. 
Service area restored, about P2.8 billion would be needed for 
operation and maintenance (O&M) sustenance. While O&M 
sustenance for CIS is handled by the farmers, P14.4 billion. 
‘would still be needed to restore various CIS throughout the. 
‘country. Overall, to achieve the maximum support of NIA to 
the GMA Rice production program and attain rice self-suffi- | 
ciency in year 2009, the total funding requirement is roughly 
P25 billion. 
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irrigation 
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phase 2 of 
wich started. 
recenti, 
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CaiEnergy congratulates NIA on its 43rd anniversary 


On behalf of CalEnergy International, it is with great pleasure that | extend my warmest greetings to 
the men and women of the National Irrigation Administration led by the Hohorable Baltazar Н. зв, on 
the occasion of its 43rd founding anniversary. 

‘As an organization built on operational excellence, CalEnergy recognizes the same ideals practiced by 
NIA when our partnership was formed 11 years ago through the Casecnan Multipurpose Irrigation and 
Hydroelectric Project. 

Throughout those years, we have witnessed how NIA has courageously performed its mandate to 
deliver efficient and swift service to the Filipino farmers. And for that, we are glad to be working 
hand-in-hand with NIA to help the Filipino farmers and their families raise the quality of their lives and at 
the same time boosting the performance of the agriculture sector. 

CalEnergy’s alliance with NIA started in 1995, when we collaborated to develop the Casecnan 
Multipurpose Project. The Project was completed in 2001, with CalEnergy operating the plant and NIA 
managing the irrigation facilites. Aside from generating 150 MW of hydroelectric power to the Luzon 
arid, the Project will irrigate up to 35,000 hectares of agricultural lands and is currenty stabilizing water 
Supply to 102,000 hectares of existing rice fields. Along with this Project, CalEnergy has also developed 
other energy sources in the country that are reliable, renewable, clean, indigenous and beneficial to the 
‘environment. 

Beyond our partnership in the Casecnan Multipurpose Project, CalEnergy extended its support to 
NIA by sponsoring the annual Casecnan Awards for Outstanding Irrigators' Associations, which grants 
incentives to the best performing irrigators' associations (Аз) nationwide. 

Together, we created the Casecnan Awards to recognize the remarkable performance, exemplary 


sustainable cooperative growth. Motivating the IAs to strive for excellence will not only help them 
survive, it will also transform them into a strong, self-reliant organization buit to last. 

їп this regard, let me also congratulate this year's awardees, [As composed of highly skilled and 
motivated farmers, who are continuously improving their management skills and operational 
competence. 

We have seen how the Casecnan Awards has vastly improved the performance of IAs in terms of 
membership irrigation systems management, and financial capability. Because of this, we are making vast 
strides in realzing increased agricultural production and improving the lives of the Filipino farmers. 

‘With your governments increased support to the agricultural sector, lam confident that NIA can help. 
achieve the sector's productivity goals, one of which is to continue reducing rice imports and will 
ultimately result in self-sufficiency. 

May NIA, CalEnergy, along with the irigators and farmers, remain united so we can work together to 
advance the welfare of the Filipino people. If we continue working together, encouraging each other 
towards excellence, we can attain our goal of achieving economic growth and alleviating poverty in the 
‘country 

Please accept my warmest congratulations on МАЗ 43 years of achievement and my best wishes for 
every success in the years to come. 


Joseph Syfivart President 


leadership and skillful management of lAs under the wing of NIA These qualities should result to | 


significant contributions promoting the development of their organizations, project implementation and 


ENERGY GROWS. From the irrigated fields of Central Luzon, to the machines milling the crops, 
to the rice served at every table, CalEnergy continuously enriches lives by providing the benefits of 


water and power. Its three geothermal plants in Leyte and the Casecnan multipurpose irrigation and 


hydroelectric plant in Nueva Ecija and Nueva Vizcaya, generate a combined 680 megawatts of power 


and deliver hundreds of million cubic meters of water that are crucial to meeting every farmer's basic 


needs.With power and water comes growth. With growth comes progress. 


CALENERGY 


INTERNATIONAL LTD. 


The power to enrich life. 


Ayala shares 
offering moved 
to July 21 


[AYALA CORP HAS DEFERRED ITS PRO- 
‘posed preferred shares offering to July 
21 from July 18 as earlier set. 

Ayala planned to raise P5.8 billion 
trom the preferred shares offering. 

Ts offer period was likewise moved to 
“July 10 to 14 from July S to 11. 

‘Ayala managing director Ramon Opu- 
Jencia said the adjustment was due to 
“the expected increase in interest rates 

‘Such policy changes may have an im- 
pacton local interest rates. 

“To ensure that the dividends on the 
preferred shares reflect as accurately аз 
possible the prevailing market rates, Ay- 
ala Corp. has decided to adopt a revised 
timetable for the offering of the pre 
ferred shares,” Opulencia sai. 

"The PSE earlier approved Ayala’ pro- 
posed listing of P5.8 billion worth of pre- 
ferred shares, or up to 58 milion pre 
ferred shares at P100 a share. 

"The funds to be raised would be used 
to pay down debt or finance working 
capital, sources had said. 

“The proposed public offer will consist 
of 28.5 million preferred shares repre- 
senting 95 percent to be offered to do- 
smestic investors. 

Upto L5 million preferred shares or 5 
‘percent will be sold to brokers and the 
emaining 28 million will be allotted for 
‘oversubseriptions by local investors. 

‘Ayala has tapped ВРІ Capital Corp., 
and The Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 
Яп Corp. Ltd. as joint issue managers 
“and bookrunners. BPI Capital , First 
Metro Investment Corp. and HSBC will 
'be joint lead underwriters while PCI 
Capital Corp. is a participating under- 
writer 
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PETPlans wants out 
of pre-need business 


Firm vows to continue paying claims 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


PRE-NEED FIRM PETPLANS INC. IS GETTING 
ош of the preneed industry, saying it no 
longer makes sense to continue under the pre- 
sent regulatory framework of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC) covering 
pre-need firms, company president Lorenzo Т. 
Ocampo told the oun. 

Ocampo said PETPlans would shift to mu- 
tual fund management. 

He stressed that PETPlans was "liquid and 
that it would continue paying its plan hold- 
en.” 

"We are not going to run away from our re- 
sponsibilities but the pre-need framework is not 
‘working. A mutual fund has а beter chance at 
getting better retums,” Ocampo said. 

То satisfy legal requirements and pave the 
way for the proposed conversion of its trust 
fund into a mutual fund to be independently 
managed by a bank or an investment firm, 
‘Ocampo said PETPlans was filing its petition 
for rehabilitation with the Makati Regional 
‘Trial Court today. 

Pending the approval ofthe petition for re 
habilitation, PETPlans policy holders should 
‘continue to pay their premiums, otherwise 
their plans will lapse, Ocampo explained. 

‘Under the plan, the firm sought the court's 
permission to convert all of its outstanding 
pre-need plans and contracts into an indepen- 
‘dently managed fund. This will be managed 
independently by a bank to assure plan hold- 
ers that the trust fund is intact. 

‘The company has trust fund assets worth 
P2.7 billion. 

Also, the company asked the court that itbe 
allowed to continue paying plan holders 


whose benefits were due pending the ар- 
proval ofthe rehabilitation plan. 

"These payments will not prejudice other 
plan holders nor will these affect the value of 
the company's trust fund since the amount in- 
volved is not substantial and will пог require 
liquidation of any assets of the trust fund. 

PETPlans has 125,000 plan holders as of 
last year, consisting of holders of life, educa- 
tion and pension plans. 

"The company also intends to shift to oper- 
ating financial “business hubs" such as those 
that will serve as a network selling Ме, non- 
life, health maintenance organization (HMO) 
and memorial park lots; offer money transfer, 
and parcel delivery services to overseas Fil- 
ipino workers, and provide loans and credit 
card faci 

А portion of the income from these new 
businesses will be contributed to the pro- 
posed mutual fund. 

"Once outside the pre-need industry's re- 

клей investment guidelines, the trust fund 
сап take advantage of broader investment pa- 
rameters that allow for better risk manage- 
ment, more realistic asset-tiability matches 
and higher returns" Ocampo said. 

In the proposed conversion of the trust fund 
into a mutual fund, plan holders will exchange 
their pre-need plans, contracts and insurance 
certificates for a "fund certificate,” indicating a 
certain number of shares. The NAV will be 
equal tothe maturity value of the plan. 

Once the rehabilitation is completed, holders 
of fully paid fund certificates may opto hold on 
to their investment or withdraw their money. 

PETPlans is proposing to continue operat- 
ing under a new name, PETLink Financial 
Corp. 


Property projects rushed to meet IT sector need 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE CONTINUED BOOM IN THE 
call center industry has changed 
the landscape of the real estate 
sector, as developers respond to 
the rising demand for office 
space, according to an industry 
official. 

Rafiy David, a director of the 
Contact Center Association of the 
Philippines, yesterday said devel- 
opers were rushing new projets, 
putting up new information tech 
nology buildings near schools 
and converting existing struc 
tures to suit сай centers needs. 

‘Speaking at the closing day of 
the Call Center Conference and 
Expo atthe Edsa Shangri-la hotel, 
David said new FT parks would be 
low-rise, about two to 10 stores, 
compared to the existing high- 
rise call center havens. 

“The Philippine Economic Zone 
Authoritys policy of lowering the 
floor area requirement for IT parks 
and buildings will give this trend a 
push in the next five years or so," 
Said David, who is also a director of 
Pilipinas Teleserv Inc. 

‘The developer of IT parks and 
buildings, as well as businesses that 
would set up shop in these struc- 
tures, are qualified o tax holidays 
and fiscal and non-fiscal perks. 


In the past, developers of IT 
parks needed аг 
hectares of floor space to qualify 
for Peza incentives, but this was 
lowered to one hectare or 10,000 
square meters. 

As for IT buildings outside 
Metro Manila and Metro Cebu, 
the requirement was reduced to 
2,000 sam from 5,000 sqm. 

“TT buildings beside (universi- 
ty) campuses are also rising like 
the ones that Ayala Land is 
putting up near the University of 
the Philippines in Diliman, Que- 
zon City, and in Canlubang, Lagu- 
na,” David said. 

"A more interesting trend isti 
conversion of properties that 
were not originally intended for 
office use into ones suited for call 
centers and business process ou 
sourcing firms 

But а stranger trend, David 
said, was the leasing of mall 
space to call centers and the con- 
version of entire malls into call i 


les е Б 


;" he added. 


center and BPO structures. 

He cited as an example SM's 
Mall of Asia where Dell rented a 
space and TeleTech was leasing a 
building nearby. 

‘Warehouses and factories, 00, 
are being converted into offices 
for call centers. 

Industry data show that in the 


[^ 


the projected demand. 


In the same period, call centers 


EVEN warehouses and factories are now being converted into call centers. 


next two years, the supply of office 
space was expected to be at an all 

high of around 210,000 sqm 
and 240,000 sam, but stil short of 


would need between 150,000 
sqm and 640,000 sqm. The 
crease in demand for office space. 
is seen resulting in rent increases 
by 12 percent to 15 percent a 
year 


Japan property stocks slump on rate hike fears 


SINGAPORE—JAPANESE PROP- 
'erty stocks slumped and the yen 
oie yesterday after the governor 
of Bank of Japan signaled the 
‘countrys first rise in interest rates 
for six years, a move that could 
come as early as next month. 

‘Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei av- 
erage, which fell earlier, ended 
the day steady, while other Asian 
sock market indexes were 
mixed. 

Hawkish comments by the 
head of the Bank of Japan, Toshi- 


14426. 


Bank. 


hiko Fukui, helped the yen ex 
tend a recovery against the dollar 
to 11465 per dollar and move 
away from a record low on Mon- 
day of 145.86 against the euro, to 


"Fukui's speech was а wake-up 
call to the market about how seri- 
ous the ВОЈ is about wanting to 
normalize interest rates,” said 
John Kyriakopoulos, currency 
Strategist at National Australia 


The 10-year Japanese govern- 


cent. 


in the near term, 


bond strategist at 


ment bond futures slumped in 
early trade to a five-week low be- 
fore recovering some losses later. 
The yield on two-year bonds rose 
1.505 basis points to 0.815 рег 


"Depending on stocks move 
ments, we could see some buying 

but on the 
whole, the market is headed low- 
eras the possibility of a rate hike 
їп July increases," said Hiroyoshi 
Sandaya, a Japanese government 


Sachs. 

"Many investors havent re 
gained confidence after the re- 
cent sell-off. Prices are capped 
and liquidity is declining" said 
Hiroyuki Kikukawa, associate di- 
rector at commodities trader Ni- 
hon Unicom Corp. 

"People still don’t want to hold 
lots of risk assets when stock 
pricesare generally bearish." 

‘Tokyo's Nikkei stock average 
closed 0.03 percent lower at 


Goldman 14,644.26 Reuters 


BSP urged to help raise lending to SMEs 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE EXPORT INDUSTRY HAS 
appealed to the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas şo help prop up lend- 
ing to small and medium enter- 
prises by narrowing opportuni- 
ties that allow banks to circum- 
vent the mandated lending to the 
sector. 

“Under the Magna Carta for 
‘SMEs, banks are required to lend 
8 percent of their total loan port- 
folio to the sector. The BSR how- 
ever made available several 
modes of alternative compliance. 

"We suggest that the BSP re- 
view the extent of allowable sub- 
stitution of government securities 
їп compliance to the mandated 


ments, 


lending to SMEs," Philippine 
Confederation of Exporters presi- 
dent Sergio Oriz-Luis said in a 
paper presented during an envi- 
ronmental mapping forum with 
the BSP last week. 

‘Among those considered com- 
pliance to the SME lending re- 
quirement are as follow: holdings 
of Small Business Guarantee and 
Finance Corp. (SBGFC) instru- 

equity investments in 
and/or loans by BAP Credit Guar- 
antee Corp., equity investments 
їп the small business guarantee 
fund of Land Bank of the Philip- 
pines and other government fi- 
nancial insti 
investments in venture capital 
corporations. 


ties," Ortiz-Luis said. 


tions, and equity Ortz-Luis said. 


"The banks have billions of pe- 
sosin cash to lend. There are thou- 
sands of small companies craving. 
to be given access to bank financ- 
ing. The bottomline is, small busi- 
nesses and the banks need each 
other if those idle funds are to be 
harnessed for productive activi- 


"When the financial crisis hit 
the Asian region, we cai 
the Philippines was the least hurt. 
In hindsight, our economy was 
the last to get ош of it. We skirted 
the issue on SMEs while Thai 
land, Malaysia and South Korea 
gambled heavily on their SMES,” 


‘Ortiz-Luis said it would be “too 
ambitious" to address the credit 


needs of all the 64,791 small en- 
terprises across the country in a 
year or two. 

"Trying to reach a critical mass 
of SMEs in five years may realisti- 
cally give the private banking sys- 
tem the chance to finally play a se- 
rious role in eradicating unemploy- 
ment and spurring real growth in 
the Philippines," he said. 

Having failed for almost a 
decade to convince the big pri- 
vate banks to open special credit 
packages tailored for small ex- 
porters, he said Philexport had 
tied up with the Foreign Buyers 
Association of the Philippines and 
the Small Business Corp. on a pi- 
lot lending project for enterprise 
members of Philexport. 
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Stocks hit . 


Losers outnumbered gainers 
44 to 23, with 48 stocks un- 
changed. Volume was 1.18 billion 
shares worth P917.45 million. 

Dealers said the result of Tues- 
days treasury bond auction, 
which saw the yield on the five 
year debt paper rise more than 
two percentage points to 10.625 
percent, was a sign that the gov- 
emment was now willing to ac- 
cept higher interest rates for its 
borrowings. 

“A rising interest rate scenario 
means the cost of doing business 
would rise and personal con- 
sumption may decline. Both 
would only mean lower earnings 
for companies,” said Jonathan 
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turo 
Equivalent 


0794597 
000915 
1463965 
01002213 
0641425 
anm 
0.486809 
0585770 
2108528 
0211881 
0.497338 
0000085 
0.020757 
0216345 
1.000000 
0.257985 
0353075 
019137 
0.017349 
0216085 
0068027 
бата 
0 126564 
0013197 
0112279 
020083) 
0.108399 
0018307 
0004382 


Dollar 
Equivalent 


1.000000 
0006705 
1842400 
0128761 
0807232 
080925 
0627865 
0737191 
2.553575 
0260652 
0525000 
0000107 
0.025123 
027272 
1258500 
037675 
I 
016811 
[31] 
0.273075 
0.067374 
0819118 
БЕЛ 
0016000 
0.141309 
000105 
0.136420 
0019264 
0030685 


Peso 
Equivalent 


53.3190 
04540 
952238 
2866 
430500 
717 
заи 
393019 
1414701 
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Ravelas of Banco de Oro. 

Some bargain buys late in the 
session limited the day's losses. 

"These are good levels to start 
picking up bargains, We may see 
Some rebound in the coming ses- 
sions,” Ravelas said. 

Property and banking shares 
continued to lead the marker’ re 
treat, still pounded by worries 
that higher interest rates would 
cut property sales and limit lend- 
ing. 

"Top-traded Ayala Land fell 25 
centavos to PI, while fellow 
property scrip Megaworld shed 
So centavos to 3.65. 

Bank of the Philippine Islands 
slipped by a peso t043.50. AFP 


Republic of the Philippines 


SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Building, EDSA, East Greenhills 
Mandaluyong City, Metro Manii 
те: (632) 726-0930 to 39 Website: www.sec.gov.ph 


‘SEC MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 7 
Soros of 2006 


SUBJECT: RULES ON SECURITIES BORROWING 
AND LENDING 


WHEREAS, Seton 2 ol the Secures Regulaton Code (SAC) declares hat 
It le ihe polio of In Stato, among others, o prometo the development of he 
Phiipina capital market: 


WHEREAS, Section 28 of tha SAC provides that no parson shall engage i 
the buying and seling of secures in tho Philippines unless such person is 
registered lo engage in sald actly, by the Commission, 


WHEREAS, secures borrowing and lending (SBL) is a form of secures 
бизпоза actly regulated by the Commission 


WHEREAS, Section 3 o the SRC mandates that the Commission register 
and grants icorees, supervises and rogulalos organizations engaged hn осман 
"шаа 1o or connected wih the secures business: 


WHEREAS, Sactons 33.2 () and 42.2 9] ofthe SAC require the transparent, 
prompt and accurate coerance and eaten of sli secuiles Üranssctons 


WHEREAS. the ramoworkfor SBL tacitly must bo Inethulonatzed principaliy 
because I саюз the eetlement of scutes transactions, broadens trading 
‘Statogis or market paricpants and enhances Rudy in ha market 


WHEREAS, Ino SRC fkewise mandates the Commission lo regulate the 
extension and malnienance of ere on sacuries; 


WHEREAS, the SRC authorizes the Commission to Issue rules and 
regulations o make Посе ihe provisions ol the SAC: 


NOW. THEREFORE. pursuant io he foregoing provisions of he SAC, the 
‘commission hereby adople and issues the folowing rules to govern secures 
borrowing and landing activites 


Section 1. Coverage -These nes prescribe the requirements or ha conduct 
of SB vonsactons by Brokers, dealers, banks, insurance comparies and oer 
persons or etles ich may bo engaged or involved п SBL transactions 


Section 2 Definition of Terms - Th slong terms shal have the meaning 
deste, unless to context provides olhenvse 


(a) Beneficlal Owner rotors to any person who. by way of any contract, 
‘arrangement or othar means, is entia o o ghi ol ownership over а securty 
тейи tre power io voto orto direct ne vong of sad secu end he power 
Io disposo of orto drect һе disposition ol sald secur. In he context ol secures, 
{his tóm ш genecaly used to distinguish hs party кот the legal owner (ед. а 
тоте) who olds (ne secures for tho болова! owner. 


(0) Borrower rele to а person who borrows secures кот а lender's 
prt in ordar to support his tracing acts. 


(e) Borrowing Period or Lending Period refers toa specified period agreed 
pol by ha paris during whieh the SBL ransacon romains outstanding. 


(д) BIR re 
А 


(e) Collateral refers о cash or properly with ascortainabe valus permitted 
under hese rules о Бе Used as securly lor borrowed secures tor e репо 
‘ntl the borrowed securis ae returned or pals 


s lo the Bureau of intemal Revenue of the Republic of he 


(D Commission reers othe Secures and Exchange Commission of he 
Repub othe Philpinas. 


(9 Direct Lender refers to an ently that lends, by way of formal ioan 
agrément, ts own securites direey to the borrower and not through an 
Жолдау or lending agent. Tha direct lender is eter the benaficial owner or 
egal owner of ha secures subject of oan 


(ty Equivalent Securities 
bearing ine samo secures iae 
fs ne borrowed securties hat are ansfered о he borrower. 


(i Exchange refers to any ently registered wih the Commission as an 
‘exchange pursuant lo lhe SFC. 


(Intermediary refers to а third party Instution that facitates the SL 
transaction. 


(Lender means а person who ende securities trom his oun potio or tom 
the Suse offs cents by way c formai ioan agreement A lender maybe a drect 
lendar or a ending agent. 


(0 Lending Agent means а juridical person which acis on behalf ol а lent 
wah respect 10 1e lending о secures. 


(a) Manufactured Dividend or Payment roars to he cvidend or coupon 
payment or any payment i respecto any corporate action of he issuer which is 
tta to compensate kendar of соте ora borrower with respect 10 the 
olaterl used lor secur, or any мдәп ог payment that accrues wile the 
есше are on loan toh Borrower orth cotra є пок by the lender. 


(n) Margin Сай ors to the notico issued to the borrower to Incase tho 
amount o cetera о covor tne amount of tha oustanding borrowed secures. 


(o) Margin Release гоого ће act ol releasing o he borrower ol the excess 
coatora! 


(р) Mark-to-Market (МТМ) means the practico of periodically valuing 
bored secures and securos used as colateral based on thelr curent 
mark pices in order fo rll! har currant market valuo. 


(a) Master Securities Lending Agreement (MSLA)reles 1o he agreement 
bemoan ne lender эла the borrower hal embocis tn terme end conditions by 
эйел securis are ont ог borrowed. 


(( Securities Borrowing and Lending (SBL) moans the ending ol secutos 
trons ender’ pollo on a given date 10 à borrowers ротой lo suppor Pa- 
borrower's trading activites wan tva commitment of tho borrower to retum or 
eivor ва securlies ог equivalent 1o Ina lender on а detemmined fure daia. 
‘This ао referred бо as a Socorties Lending Transaction (SLT). 
Лолита алоо the us of expressions suchas borrow, enc, “ar, owt, 
Nadaver, In SOL tansactors, t 1o securitas “borrowed” or "епо shell pass 
from ane pariy to another, and ihe party obtaining such te is obliged to receiver 
or ratum одоно secures. 


() Securities Custodian referto aurea! anity that performs ha functions 
а salokeoping secures for clans, holding е to he secures аз nominoe, 
Sakang scutes, administering dvidend, reporting and cher services. 


(t) Securities Lending Authorization Agreement (SLAA) raters to tho 
‘contrat between ha benek! ownar of secures ала hs agent by which те 
former autores те later o olor Ма secures fer lending under the tems 
адтае between hem. 


‘Section 3. Modes of Conducting SBL: Lending Agent; Direct Lending - 
Secuntas nding may be conducied bythe benefi ownar recy or roug. 
‘tending agent, Provided па, o pares to а SOL taneacton shal comply wi 
no documontaton. valuation, calatori management, setlement record каер. 
poring, accounting standard and olnarroquramorts as prescribed by the 
Commission. 


Socuries lending may also bo done using other methods such as rough 
lending poci system. competttv auction. bid ollar transaction or other schemes 
fo he evaluation and approva ot те Commission: Provided tat, he 
то a SEL tranaacton thal comply wih tne required documentation, 
юп, collateral management, sotioment, record keeping, reporting, 
accounting standard and oihar roqurents 


Section 4. Registration Requirements for Lending Agent. No person shell 
‘acta landing agen leas по 8 topetered as such bythe Commision. 


‘An applicant lor registration as landing agent must submit othe Commission 
"no folowing 


Duy aocomplshod Application Form. 

Board iescuton Auorizaton rom applicant company! frm allowing the 
socurtios lending agency seva. 

Organizational and functonel спале ofthe secures landing unit. 
Names and Curiculum Vo d socurbes tending un pacsoenel. 
Dorao ascription o automated Зоситев Lending System. 

Manu cortoning risk management and көт! conti procedures. 
Сору of Bangko Santral ng Pupinas (BSP) сово И tho appicent is 
Сапед socuntios custodian for Danks and non bank inancial 
(пайлот under BSP supervision 


ın addon to ho above, the applicant, upon fing ol the application, must pay 
а rogistaton lee in Ino amount ol Pho £0,000 00 and must turish the 
‘Comission сору each of in prolorma MSLA ала SLAA ha Intends to use, for 
racord purposes. 


“The Commission rom timo t timo may prescrbo оог raquroments ! тау 
deem nocossary. Such requromonts shal o applicable to al fending вдет 
Including пово aunonzed Doloro Ie adaption лого. 


‘Section 5. Requlremants for Securities Lending Unit Personnel - Tho 
secirhas onding unt personnel of Io landing agent must demonstrate la ho. 
шаал of tne Commission ha na personnal possess lunctonal knowiecgo 
аидан technical exporise a oporavon of ne sacurie lending system. 


Sectlon б. Roqulrements for Securities Lending System — Tho secutos 


lending system of a lending agent shali have the folowing minimum basic 
хлоп end capabimos- 


Provide price quotation, ado matching and confimation services. 


азл margin cols cr elect marge releases as appropriate. 

Тт corpora actions on borowed and cotatera secures, collect the 
Бопай dua them and dito sa болеа о the lender or borrower 
эз ho сазе mayos. 

Exec oan ала содан! retum and roca processes. 

Recaiv borrowed secures tom fhe borrower on maturity эме. 

etum collateral othe borrower at tha ang of borrowing period or eer, 
Colact landing fos on agreod duo cate and cevbute ine same to he 


“The lending agent may apjolnt a third party to perorm any or al the foregoing. 
tunetions; Provided that me oncing agent shall decose in їз appcation for 
паранай ts engagement ota rd ралу service provider, Proved father fat 
{belonging agent sel be accountable cina acs, errors and omissions ol such 
third ралу service provider 


‘Section 7. Requirements for Direct Lending Only te cloning insttuons 
may engage h drectlendng (1) ботове banks and branches ol foreign banks: 
©) lvestment houses (3) Fvesmont companies, (4) insurance companies (5) 
Bansion funde or retirement plans maintained by the Government of tha 
Phappinas or "nya bank or oor persons authorzed by the BSP to 
engage h trust funcione: (6) securies аде, and: (7) other entis hal may 
фе бесаге by the Commission as quaed to engage in drect lending. 


“The rec lender may lend ts own socurtes directio borrower, Provided 
iet Те pares shal comply wih te йолу. 


1. The direct lander and Borrower must execute ал MSLA; 


2. The drect lender must have sacos landing system which is capable 
аракта any огай ol ha functions enumerated under Section 6 hereol, and 
Жай ә tha same fo uacua те SBL 


The rect leder may appoint а fird party to perform any or al the functions 
enumorated under Secton &: Provided Pat, such engagement of a irc party 
Service prover shal be decosed iota borrower prior 1o те exacuton ol SLA: 
Provided luther Pal, the direct lender shed be accountable for he acts, errors 
‘and omissions of such Burd ралу serie provider. 


Section 8. Execution of MSLA - Prior to the execution of the frst SBL 


Бре coletera! and deivery of colat 
Statement that there le absolute пале of tite over the borrowed 
КА 
Баета management procedures. 

Маал o! secures 

Arrangement for Sealing wth manlacturd dividend, payment, voting 
O ала corporate acson. 

Rum and reca of secures and consequences, 

|, Evens of deteut anc remedies of partes. 

1. Grounds ior terminason of ал and ув of partes upon termination. 

Lending tee nd othr charges. 

тп. Fopresartatona and warantes o! the partis. 

п. Церу ol partes. 

©. Dispute resolton. 


The MSLA must be assigned а retorence number. If BIR registration Is 
necessary, the MSLA must be registered wih he BIR. 


Section 8. Execution of SLAA — Prior to ве delvery of secures by the 
benais! owner 1o fhe agent, ey shall execute an SLAA which must эрдей 
thor respecte ronis end colgasens on account o! tne ending of secures, 


Tho SLAA shal contain, among others, provisions onthe flowing: 


а. Appointment ol he agent by the beneficial owner and he acceptance by 
бе agent of such appointment 
Scope c agents aorty wan regard to administration ofthe borrowed 


Inelectont кит or Ё сотісаюа. he sama i 
time of SSL raneacton and ires fom ай lens and encumbrances. 


The Commission may allow other securities for lending under SBL 
vransacion 


‘Section 11. Delivery of Borrowed Securities. Tha borrowed secures shal! 
be detwered 1o ог depceted with ima borrower simultaneous wih or afier the 
ivory c ino collateral. The borrowed secures sal be Sosmed delivered by 
the lender on delivery to the borrower or upon the lenders direction in the 
татат of ancor 


the borrowed secures are being had by an agent. cusiodan, depository 
Corwin the Gearing and setemam system, such Болтон secures shal be 
doomed delivered by tne lender on the atiecive instruction to such agent, 
istocian,cepcattry or operto of such солто and setiement system which 
ave shat roua i such borowed securos bing heic forthe account ol the 
болон or y such other таала as may be agreed. 


Incase of secutis tha ol which ls registered in a computer-based system 
thal provides or ha recording and vansorcl te by wey of book artes, anser 
lis sha tana placa п accordance withthe fes cl procedure of such system. 


The paries shall execute af necessary documents and gv ай necessary 
Instuctons to ensure та the Be, gis and погов in ne borrowed secures 
shal pass пот one ралу to he oiner. 


Section 12. Ege Collateral -For ovary borrowed засийу, ha borrower. 
shal prove he lender adequate conatarai nal may consist omer of cash, equly 
goverment secures, а a combination ered, or or отта of caetera 
hal may be моме by he Commission. 


Tho обе colaera secures ага those socurties sed in an Exchange, 
secures бв by ine Bureau of Treasury or the Bangto Sentral ng Pipinas: 
Fronted nat such secures are iocari form or сопісаос, ho зате 
ue be n s lecronc nm at ho tra of SEL ransecton and re om alters 
and encumbrances. 


‘Section 13. Delivery of Collateral - Cash colateral shall be delivered or 
рош о ha account of tn lendor pror 10 oremulanecus wih tha very 


Incase ol secure helle of wich is agietored in a computer based system 
that provicos or ne recording and verso’ ol ite by жау ol book entes, anto 
‘to shed teo pace im accordance wan the ros f procedure ol such system. 


ие paris intend hal the ile, rights anditorests n he costa secures 
shall poss rom one ралу to the oer, they shall execute ой the necessary 
ocumente and рне a necessary instucons o eec such anser ol ша. 


‘Section 14. Marking to Market; Valuation; Margin Сай; Margin lease 
“The arrowed end colat secures тый Do marmot market at less опсон 
лу based onthe vaaston толо sa inated by he pertes in tno MSLA. In 
{ho sesence о such датог, vatuaton sha e based on curent markt prico. 


Tho valuo of tho colitri must bo maintained at loves agreed upon by 
partes, Жондо however, hal vio abeonco ol such agreoment, ho vu of 
fo colatra she е maintained at an amount not loss then te prescrbed 
тело value of Mo socortos borrowed. 


и the collateral or the borrowed secures aro in tho form of cash or 
i sectis, te valuo f coletoral musi bo maintained at ап amount 


governor 
а оз man 102% о ihe current market vus of he secus borrowed. 


и the colatora or the borrowed socuritlas are in tho form of eq 
secures, no valve of collateral must be malnained at an amount not 
than 108% of the curent market valvo ofthe secures borrowed. 


When the valuo of соёга bocomos lass than tho curret merket value 
cf he borrowed securties, a margin call mus! be Issued and tho borrower 
hal promptly increase the amount of соога io at least the current markat 
жшше of the borrowed securities 


However, when the value of collateral becomes greater than the current 
толса valu ol Te borrowed sacurtios, the borrower may reque the lender o 
foicase the соога which s in excess ofthe current market valve of the 
Borrowed securtos. Tho paries shal spec Inthe MSLA the threshold level 
above which te Borrower may requiro the release of excess colateral. 


Tha merging may be done on anaggregetedor loan by loan basis; Providod 
that те merging mathod to be adopted by to parties shall be spaced in he 


Section 15. Reinvestment of Collatoral - Tho cash collateral shall bo 
invested in the manner consistent with tho iors discosod at Ino me ofthe 
‘execution ofthe MSLA Tho tem ol reinvestment ol cash collateral shal include: 
(8) tet of чаб investment outlets; (b) ist of quae nancial nsituons (c) 
‘rei for considering an nvesiment (procedures or selecting an investment; 
(e) agreement on lees: and, ( period or trm of investment that must bo nol 
{Sige van the tem of ha particular SBL ransacion 


“Tho reinvestment of cash collateral shal at al times comply with tho аррісвые 
rues end regulations ofthe BSP. The Exchange, ing 
perlcipanis who are engaged in SBL lansaciions, may provide additonal 
urements on reiestmant ol cash содата! or disalow fh same. 


Section 16. Substitution of Collateral Wit the borrowing period, he 
borrower may widraw tne colat upon prior notice t the lender, Provided 
"fat the borrower shal suositut ha wicrawn collateral with another eligi 
oltre acceptae tothe lender In such caso, fo lender shall reum lo the 
Borrower the ginal collateral as damandod bythe borrower. 


‘Section 17. Recall of Borrowed Securities - Wiha the borrowing period 
the lender may reca o borrowed securitas upon prior notion о ће borrower in 
accorcanc win Ре standard settemant cycle or such secures. In such case, 
{he borrower shal retur te borrowed secuties or eir equivalent as demanded 
bythe lendar. On те ober hend, tha londer shal pay back е amount o cash 
lictor and ratur the collateral secutos or ог equivalent provided by he 
Sorowor 


The borrowed or colaloral socurties shall bo deemed returned by one party 
оп the delivery 1o the ther or upon the party's direcion In the Instrument ol 
pron 


“The causes by which the lender may recall the borrowed securis as well as 
the consequent rights and obligations othe partos on account of such reca shal 
фе provided т the MSLA. The MSLA must also contain provisions thet would 
‘sure that recat igs are not exerted Iscrminaoly- However, the lender 
{End the borower may agree thal tho borrowed secures shall not be recalled 
Suring te borrowing prod 


‘Section 18, Return of Borrowed Securities - Within he borrowing peto, 
the borrower al any tie may retum the borrowed securties or their equivalont lo 
the ender. Whon the borrowed засоп or thor equivalent have been returned, 
{he lender shal pay back he amount c cash colatral and return the colateral 
есуше or hor equvaont provided bythe borrower. 


The consequent rights and obligations of he paries on account ol such early 
reum ol borrowed secures shal be provided к he МЕГА. 


The borrowed or colateral secutos shal bo deemed returned by one ралу 
‘on divey o me Олег or upon the prs erection п he instrument of anster. 


‘Section 19. Termination of Loan — At the end ol the borrowing period he 
borrower shal return ho borrowed secures or thair equivalent to he lender. On 
тө oiner hand, Ihe lender shal pay baok he amountol ces colateral and return 
{he colstera secures or toir equivalent provided bythe borrower. 


The borrowed or colateral secutos shal bo deemed retuned by one pariy 
ол conver tothe ther or upon the party's direction nthe nsument ol anser, 


Section 20, Default of Parties- Tha lender and borrower shall provide n he 
MSLA the circumstances eonstituing everts of дени! on ether ралу, air 
remedies and har consequent rights and obligations In case ol celui. 


‘Section 21. Restriction on Foreigners — Foreigners shall not borrow trom 
Fiiincs equity secures of Philppine companies which are engaged In 
fatonsized aciviles and whose foren ownership is йоу the Constitution 
‘ho xising anes unless here i in eflect an estabisPod mechanism or process. 
Èy which foreign ownership in sac companies can be properly monitored so ав 
id ensure that foreign equiy remains wihin the constitutional and statutory 
‘ators. 


Lending agents and ect lenders shall ensure hat SBL transaction entre 
into by lorigners are property accounted for end that such oregners agree to 
Comply with those rues and applicable regulations. 


‘Section 22. Documentation of 581. Transaction ~ Each SBL vansection 
shal be covered by а contrmaton noice Tat species th datas of ће SBL 
ansacicn. Tho confimaion noes shal, among others, conta the following 
ior maton; reerence number, corre! dso, names ol lender and borrower, ype 
ма quentsy of borrowed secures, тп. dave dale face amount end market 
‘Yous of borrowed securis, colera, MSLA reerenca number and setlamant 
E 


Each ралу to the SBL raneaton shall bo ented o receive а copy ol such 


“The Commission may allow other forms of confirmation notice and the 
Information to be ncuded herein. 


‘Section 23. Record Keeping end Reporting — Landing agents and direct 
tenders shal marin SBL ledger, whether In manual ог elecroni form, hat 
{rust be кыл up-c dale ала must contain th М ала complete details fal SBL 
transactions. 


“Tho ledgers shali contain data such as ha names ol lender and borrower, tax 
Information numbers of partes, contrat date, туре and quantity ol borrowed 
‘cuties, term, delivery ане, lace amount and market value of borrowed 
Secures, colateral, MSLA roleronce number, setement date, returned and 
returned borrowed securtes and such oiner data the Commission may deem 
necessary. 


Lending agents and бева lenders may also maintain oihar books and rocords 
containing deta c har SEL rancacton 


“The ledgers, books and records pertaining to SOL transactions shall bo 
одос to perodie or speciai examinations by examiners and other authonzed 
‘presenta ofthe Commission. These ledgers, books and records shal bo 
{Patrnine in accordance wen Secon 52 ol the SAC. 


Lending agents and direct lenders shalisubmitiotha Commission ab-annuat 
‘Summary Aapon ol ti SOL Wansectons witin hy (30) days atr the end ol 
the covered репо. 


The Commission may allow a diferent manner of compliance wit the record 
keeping and reporting requirements proscribed in those rules taking nto account 
the aflrent modos of conducting SBL 


Section 24, Authority of tho Exchange - The Exchanges consed by the 
‘Commission © operate may design and adopt thelr own SBL programs and 
proscrbo mal own rules fo govern bs secures borrowing and ending actos 
i mel wading pertcoants; Provided tat, said SBL programs and тав shali be 
Sonskon wih the regulations heron sot orth and approved by the Commission 


“Trading participants ol an Exchange shall conduc har SBL tensactons In 
ccoraance wih the ndes c тә Exchange concerned 


‘Section 26. Compliance With BIR Regulations - For an SBi transaction c 
quain tortas exempton, th pari orato must comply wih he requirements 
‘posed by e BIR under me applicati revenue regulations. 


‘Section 26. Prohibition and Penalties. The Commission may alow any 
secures rom being lent ог borrowed, mi tn abilty of borrowers to borrow 
ile secutos or impose adomonai restctons on borrowers ! may daom 
Recossary or ha protocton ol ivosioss. 


Any person who violates any provision of oso rules shall bo penalized a» 
oed 


олтон 
vain | 


AMOUNT OF FRE 
Fp 20.0000 or evn оселилася ra e 
anter d oats, матини or. 
Pro 30000 00 a өниү одийалӊилоп rura ho 
Snot отав местен a piper 
Pra E0000 00 tor er идилалвалк or tca he 
ori отот, chers Nga 


po 


Uk зелеп Voters 


"The imposition ofthe monetary penalty shall not prejudice tho tng ol 
administrative and сплата charges as тау be warranted by circumstances 
gains persons rosponsite tor he violation. 


Section 27. Eflecthity - Tease dos shal tako fict toon (15) days alter 
puticaton in two (2) nowspapars of gener reuaon. 


Mancaluyong Сау, June 9, 2000. 
For tho Commission: 


(S04) FE B. BARIN 
Charporson 


~~. OBITUARIES . — — 


THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2006 


Our beloved Mother 


PACITA OSORIO NG 


peacefully joined her Creator and husband Joseph Henry Ng 
on June 19, 2006 at the age of 85. 


We, her children: Josephine and Rogato, Peter and Jenny, Christine and Timothy, 
Mary June and Joseph, Linda and Winston 


and grandchildren: Russ, Ryan and Julie; Joanne, Peter Henri and Jennifer, 
Kevin, Christopher and Candice; Jeremy, Jonathan and Adrienne; and Matthew 


request relatives and friends to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Capilla Del Señor, Santuario de San Antonio Parish, 
McKinley Road, Forbes Park, Makati City. 
Interment will be on Sunday, June 25, 2006 at the Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat, Parafaque after the 9 o'clock A.M. mass. 


In lieu of flowers, we will be accepting donations for tbe rebuilding 
of St. Alphonsus De Liguori Church in Magallanes Village, Makati City. 


Ae 
Dr. Jose G. Crisostomo 


10 years ago you left us 
10 years after we still miss you 

And we still love you 

Every bit as much as the day you went away. 


of Imus, Cavite 


“You were my strength when I was weak 
You were my voice when I couldn't speak 
You were my eyes when I couldn’ see 
You saw the best there was in me 

Tam everything Lam 

Because you loved me." 


FAUSTINO S. LAGBAO 


February 15, 1922 — June 22, 1996 


His loving wife, Fe; children, Flory & Trygve, Fides & Chito, Freddie 
& Tina, and Rico; grandchildren, Jhonjee, JC, Niko, Christine, 
Mikkel, Janie, Monica, Christopher, Markie and Sam and other 
family members request all readers to offer a prayer for him. 


Masses will be offered today at the following churches 


Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, Guadalupe Nuevo, Makati 
Holy Trinity Parish, Balic-Balic, Sampaloc, Manila 
Sontuario De San Jose, Greenhills, Mandaluyong 

Lourdes Church, Quezon City 

Sto. Domingo Church, Quezon Ci a 
Christ the King Parish, Greenmeadows, Q. C. 


U.P. College of Medicine Class 1942 


died peacefully in the Grace of our Lord 
on June 20, 2006 at the age of 88. 


His wife, Caring; children, Grace (+) and Art Flores, Millie and Royce Reyes, 
Jean and Jim Pollock, Pinky and Rene Hernandez, Jose Jr. and Yasmin and 
Pete; grandchildren Addi ү. Kandi and Andi Flores, Toni and Bobbie 
Reyes, Julia and Erica Pollock, Dindin, Jello and Ariel Hernandez, Tommy, 
Dana, Mikki, and Risa Crisostomo, and Јаусее Crisostomo, relatives and friends 
request your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the family residence at 143 Gen. Satorre Street, Imus, Cavite. 


Interment will be on Sunday, June 25, 2006 at the Imus Cemetery after the 
celebration of the Holy Mass at the Imus Cathedral at 2:15 p.m. 


Dedicated doctor, civic leader, avid sportsman, beloved Tatay. 


ae 


GUILLERMO ANGELES GUINGON ` 


(MEMENG) 
Former Manila Fireman & LTO MNA Inspector 
February 10,1923 - June 19, 2006) 
Peacefuliy joined our Lond at the age of 83 


на, surviving rote 
trandchirea Ron, Calhrlee, Gio, Ryan, Andrew, and Blen, great 
апбан, relatives and fens ees the prous readers 10 pray 
Ter ie eternal epos o his soul. 
Ни remains е їп state и Chapel B qf La Funeraria Paz, Araneta 
Avena, Quezon Cy. 
ent wil be on June 24, 2006 at Calaba Catholic Cemetery, 


n Toying Memory 
EUGENIO К. NADA 


| Onhis 1" Death Anniversary on June 22, 2006 


His wife, Teodora, children, Alberto, 
Aldalyn and Jimmy Bere, and Ramuel 
and Mona Nada, grandchildren, Carla. 
Angelica, Carla Camille, James 
Christian, Julia Alexandra and Jan Uriel 

| invite their relatives, friends and readers 


to remember him SAVE J 


bsent from the body to be 
present with the Lord." 


2 Corinthians 58 


The Missionary Sisters 
Servants of the Holy Spirit 
Announce the death of 


SISTER LAETISSIMA, S.Sp.S. 
(HILARIA S. LEONES) 


оп June 21, 2006 at the age of 39. 
а Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Sta, Mesa, Manila. 
Mass ofthe Resurrection will be offered on 
June 22,2006 ш 9:00 ал. 

мае Convent ofthe Holy Spirit 

Е Poinsettia Road, Quezon City- 
> Interest will follow at the Christ the King Cometry, 
р E Rodriguez Avenue, Quezon City. 
Шле, 


We design obituaries for free. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2006 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS 


то ALL STOCKHOLDERS: 

"lasse be advised thatthe annual meeting ol the stockholders of 
ASIAN HOSPITAL. ING: {he “Corporation wil be пе on duly 25, 2006, 
ASIAM 1040 am. aiino М: Рирова Hal, 4 Floor, Asian Hosptal 
Tuetd ti Cantor. 2208 Give Driva, Finvest Corporate Gy, Alabang, 
‘fontntpa Cy, wth ho folowing agenda: 


AGENDA 
Call 1o Order 
Сепйсалоп o Notico and Quorum 
Chairman's Message to the Stockholders: 
‘approval ol tho Minutas of he Annual Stockholders’ Meeting held on 
Оббо 20. 2005 
Presentation of ine Repor ofthe President and Chil Executive Ойсог 
Presentation ofthe Audted Financial Satemonts of the Corporation for 
the Near Ended 2005 
Ratitetion of tna Corporate Acts ol the Board of Directors sinos 
September 16, 2005 
Approval ol tho Amendment ө! Article IV, Section 7 of ino Amended By- 
{ks ofthe Corporation 

IX. Elcion of Directors for 2006 to 2007 

X. Apoonimentof External Audllors 

Xi. Adjournment 


‘Stockholder who may not be abi to alton ho alorosak meeting in person but 
Sesiones түшуп а provy may sand a Prov Instrument to le Corporate 
Secretary Sdn tuy 18-2208. a the folowing address: 


VICENTE D. GEROCHI IV 
ASIAN HOSPITAL, INC. 

clo 9° Floor, SSHG Law Cento 

108 Paseo do Roxas, Makati Ciy 


PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CORPORATION IS NOT SOLICITING PROXIES. 


‘with reapacito the election о! directors (tom Villa tha Agenda), stockholders 
Mauran to nominate candidate fr directors, Including dependent dracor, 
Mig umi io nominations to ino Nomination Commit at the folowing 
adorees па ite ban 5.00 am. of une 23.2008 


“THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE 
"THe BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ASIAN HOSPITAL. ING, 
^ ioc alan Hosptal ard ecu Carer 
"2208 ме Div, invest Corporate Оу 
Alabang, Muniniupa Cy 

TEND, 876-8710 


Al nominations should Indude ( ha signature of ha nominating оона 
fi) eeceplancs and conformity by t nominee, (N) curiam viae of the 
о асар (N) a sttement tat (һө nominee has ві he quai calons and попа 
nominee Calor as sei fot into Corporation's Manual оп Corporate 
Lo лө Seaton 38 Io есите Regulation Code CSAC), SAC Rula 
SEE Метгалоыт Circular No. 02-02 dated Арі 5, 2002 and SEC 
Be ee dum Cieuar No. 16-12 dated November 20, 2002, (information on 
етше of ino nominee to t stocknoider submitting fno nomination, 
nd V] ай relevant information about те nominee's qualliostions: 


dune 16, 2006. 
GEROCHIIV 


publ of tha Phiippines 
V4 SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
Makati Cy 
ELENA DE LUNA, 
Poloner, 
NENA ZAMORA, 


SSC CASE NO. 2-16367-06 


Respondent, 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM, 
intervenor, 
E — 
SUMMONS 
то: MADAM NENA ZAMORA. 
GREETINGS: 

You are hereby required to fle within өөп (15) days from the 
date of publication of this Summons with the Office of the Clerk ol 
the Commission, 12th Floor, SSS (Makati) Bidg, 6782 Ayala Avenue 

Makai City, your Answer io the petition filed by 
ELENA DE LUNA, which in substance claims that being the legal 
эйе, she i the rightful beneficiary to the benefit accruing from the 
‘death of SSS member VICENTE DELA CRUZ DE LUNA. 

‘You are further required to serve а copy of your Answer upon the 
pelitoner with address at 0768 Veronica Street, Ma, Lourdes, Tabang, 
Рале, Bulacan, and upon public respondent SSS thru the Senior 
Vice-President of the Legal and Collection, East Avenue, Dilman, 
Quezon City 

Myou fall to answer within the ime prescribed above, the Hearing 
‘Commissioner, may upon motion of the petitioner or 1001-0010, 
declaro you in default and shall forthwith proceed to receive the 
petitioner's evidence ex-parte and thereafter recommend to the 
Commission either the granting or denial of tho petition as the 
evidence may warrant. 

80 ORDERED. 

Makati City, Philippines, June 8, 2006. 


‘SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
ШЕ 


OBITUARIES 
E ү 


JOVENCIO L. VALENA, JR. 


of Calauag, Quezon 


In Peace and Grace joined his Creator 
on June 19, 2006 at the age of 43. 


His bereaved wife LEA; children CHLOE 
& KEENA, parents Dr. JOVENCIO L. 
VALENA, Sr. (ї) & NORMA L. VALENA; 
brothers, sisters, nephews & nieces request the pious 
reader to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at their residence in 
Calauag, Quezon. 


Interment will be on June 24, 2006 at 
2:00 p.m. at Calauag Municipal Cemetery, 


———— 77 CLASSIFIEDS — 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


AS Republic af dhe Philippines) 
TANGGAPAN NG PANGULO 
Оке ofthe President) 
TANGGAPAN NG SWEEPSTAKES PANGKAWANGGAWA NG PILIPINAS 
PHILIPPINE CHARITY SWEEPSTAKES OFFICES 
PCSO Complex, E. Rodriguez Sr Ave, Q.C. Philippines P.O. Box 141 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Supply & Delivery of New PCSO Instant Sweepstakes Tickets 


Tre PH Charty Sweepstakes Olies (PCSO) rend to apply е sum ol Forty 
lon Pesos (Php 4000.00.00) hat servos as Ie Approved Budget for he 
Contract (ABC) o ће project. Bids received In excess ol the ABC shall be 
‘ually jected at Bd opening. 
“Tha POSO now ies Bids from elite suis or the supply and delivery f 
50100000 Share ol New PCSO nean Sucepsttes Tickets including promotora! 
депо and dbulonol eet boni custom ues tenos, oka chargas & 
‘ha fos dus to пе Government, Dovey l GOODS shal be for prod of 100 
atardar days Irom receipt o! signed сопка, rected working papers erd вала 
fater ol ee. Tho desrplon ofan io Ви в contained n Seton I ol the 
Bidding Documents, ТВ. 
The procurement wil be conduce rough opan competia procedures pea 
darte Inplementng Fides and Rego Part A (RR-A) о Рори Ad 9184 
(RA S184 alanis kroum as he “Goverment Procurement Relorm Adi ийла 
Ton decreoreoastat опаа ресей ha slaw. Ону Bids rom Ber 
tio pass ha eight che wl be opened. To proces for seil check is 
"isto in Section ої he Bing Docurent, Inston t Bidders (ТЕ). The 
sor ih he Lowest Caled B (LCS) shal advance lo tha post qualicalon 
‘ape inorder lo hey termine rasponsveness ol e bd оосу and anl 
Taguremants c e project. The сога shal hen be awarded lo the Lowest 
deed and Responsive iar (RB who was вето as such dng ha 
post qullaion procodr 
пагы} ders may obian thor hlormralon от BAC Sorta ndinapect 
the Bing Dooumenis at ho adress given low om 8:00am. lo 00m. 
отв sec Bidding Docuranis may bo purchased by este Bir tom 
{ho address below and upon pan ol a rereurdei loo in но mount ol Ton 
Thousand Pasos [10.00000)n CASH, The dal osuance Bd Document wil 
Be om June 21, 2006 ul ly 4, 2008. Te dng Documents shal be recov 
gessi by ha prospective Ber or his поі representativo, 
The PCSO ий hold а Pret Conlaronco apen а! тегене prie on July 1, 
2005 #30 am. at ha PCSO Exec Lounge, # floor Main Bulg, РСЗО, 
Compier, E. Rodriguez Avenue, Quezon CY. 
Al Bids arity reremen must bo sites anê wii be accepted a te 
‘dares below оп or before 10:00 a.m. of July 24, 2005. A Bids must be 
ecomponod by a i волу, win по folowing scade: Lale Вв shel not be 
кор), 

Form of Security 


imum Amount in of Approved 
‘Budge tor tho Contract to be Bid 


Oro paren) ol Pho 40000000 


Y. Gash, cued check, casters 
‘hack, managers check bak 
aor revocable lenar fred 

E Bark parantan 


‘Ore anda tal pacer (T Te) or 
Pho 600,000.00 
dope san ba on July 2008 at 10:30am. at he PCSO Executive Lounge, 
"f oor Main Building, PCSO Conple, E. Rodriguez Avenue, Quazo CIty. Bids 
Sara openod nth presence c na Веди rpreseniatvs uho chaose о wed. 
РСЗО rasarves he right to acceptor rejoct any В, to annul dng proa, end 
To reject al ds м any me prr to conrct award, но hereby отд any 
esty o he ced Ber or Bidons. 
No The sbovemantane ins shal bo bases on tha clock located aithe Executivo 
Tounge, a" Flor, Main Bung, PCSO Complex, E. Rodriguez Avenue 
Quezon Ciy, 
HON ROSARIO C. URIARTE 
MeecChatmun and General Manager 
Phitppino Charly Swaspstakos Ofico (PCSO) 
з" Floor, OMe ofthe GM 
FOSO Complex, E. Rocriguez Avenue, Quezon Cty 


e 


(1 RosAnio€, URARTE 


NETTE] 


PANGASINAN Ill ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(PANELCO Ш) 
Nancayasan, Urdanota Cy 
‘ob No (075) 5882413, 3602402 


INVITATION TO BID 


“The Pangasinan 1N Elecite Соорогинә, е. (PANELCO I, in comolanco wi 
Face ie Erargy Regan Commission ne авва tids ro oie 
eae a т S0 magawan (MW) anargy requirement ol ne PANELCO i 
Оне qur жи ho oplan 0 inereeseioorasee commencing 201. Due i 
incite tang pow riage юса in mo Deparment o Energys (DOE) 
те ботала Plan (СОР), poeronce wil be дел lo now and совт 
enoraton capachy but wie ta PANELCO I rancho aea. 

‘Th Siding Documents shal bo received porsonaly by ta eligo Bidar or ta 
TR вер Состу from PANELCO Ш Main Ойсе, MoArhur Hiway. 
pores rietat Ciy, Pangasinan, rappnes boglaning Juy 8. 2006. А 
тапсан ааа be conduci al PANELCO Board Room a 200 m. on 
шула. 2008. 

Зема proposals shali be recsved by the PANELCO ПЬРВАС at PANELCO Ш 
йен on ш bolere 200 pon, duy 28, 2008 a which bmo and дас sad 
Мало и ua opened and read In ths prosance ol Вет or Biers 
Propose mver ме chaoso io and. Lala submission wi aot be ссора, 
PANELCO Ш horoby reserves the ight 1 reject any or Bll bids, о waive any 
орла accept evs as may bo considered advantageous a 
Noted 

(Sod) Me, NERI Е POLICINA 
Senora anager 

PANELCO I 


боз) Engr: ноо в. COLLADO 
ED Manager 
BAC Charman 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO BID 


Being offered for sale through public bidding, as one whole 
lotandon an "as-is, where-is" basis, are seven (7) contiguous 
parcels of land with improvements, covered by various 
Fransier Certificates of Title (TCTs), with a total area of 
approximately 14.319 hectares for P143,654,000.00, located 
at Barrio Makiling, Calamba, Laguna, formerly belonging to 
Unisol Industries and Manufacturing Corporation (UNISOL). 


Ай offers shall be recelved, opened and tabulated in the 
‘presence of other bidders on 06 July 2006, at 3:00 p.m. at the 
PMO Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa Street, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City. 


Interested parties may avail of the Asset Specific Bidding 
Rules (ASBR) and Asset Specific Bidding Form (ASBF) 
for a nominal fee of PhP500.00 from the PMO Marketing 
Department, 104 Gamboa Street, Legaspi Village, Makati 
City. 


For more information, please call Mr. John F. Baldemor of ће 
PMO Marketing Department at 817-6331 / 817-8762 


Severina 18 Pque * P18M (neg) LA 1400sqm 
FA 450sqm, 5BR, 8 car garage, maids rm 
Big lawn, half court, 2 vacant lot — 
8237446 / 6134839 RUSH SALE! 


visit us at: www.jobmarketonline.com 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


Dal: sie 12. 2006 
aan No: CALTON 
Conrac Na: уй АРТЕР LUIS 
The Nona Power Corporation MPs a an ton ba Buyers 
Broett acy arranged oy CALTON tough a Master Creat Arrangement 
Near Panay Proja and в телдеп epa а procaods ри 
Toan à b led о cl pet undor he contact Sr j 
Supply of Ueterlsquipment and rselonrnstaation and 
easton s Nahe Panay 90694 Transmission Backbone 
Projet 
Bide rola manutacturor shal purchase Pa equpeat anal tom 
igi коша canes se Ре Cars бин Gredt Fully (Unies 
Ste jou, Slum Engand Danmark Seat Кога Матеа Face, 
mn ly, Эрип, Seder, Swan) anal rere plani 
sre tat de her abs sue pant но 
ps 
‘he Nationa! Tansmision Corporation (TRANSCO)sdirierng ho 
ernest equ 
Suns Design Supply of tartele Equipment and Erectlonînstelatlon 
sete ra EE Term ir 
eden may obtain fhriomalon ton ad spends ho ising 
жалып и тв Of of йе лари, B ad conr Management 
t Ground Pow, Powar Сата, atona Телата Copan 
Graco iius comer BIA Foe Dine, Quazon GIy, e Мале, 
Thar No: 981-2212, 981-221 014656 Tallar Na 21-2908 
Metri sc ng document тау розе! hei olga 
биз sing ле 14.2008 upon enn o a wite аренат o a 
Жатай. et upon payman of тотын ot Foy Thousand 
Posos (PHP 00800 
‘wo-snlope deg pocidu ий be aep. les а to submit 
Autour envelopes, oa (1 entm e ral 
du end) cong plc propost шу олу те вата! 
s (pre. Tete propane win ar submited by пат. 


proposal, io cont the changes In prico resulting fom the discussed 
Changes n tha technical proposals. The original price proposal and the 
‘Supplementary prico proposal re opened smutaneously n pul. 

Мы must be accompanied by a bid суо: 

‘One Hundred Soventy Six Thousand Two Hundred Seven US Dollars 
10851752070) 

‘Tha bid secuty тий! зе Included к tho ace! proposal. 

Pret Confrenc shall be conducted on July 25, 2006. 

‘Th deen lor ho submission otbids wl be on August 12, 2006 al 1:30 P.M. 
athe aloromenioned addres. Lala submissions wil be rejected; 

‘Tho lechnical proposals together wth he tiki security wil bo opened пайкі. 
агаг n ho presence c boda’ represente ves who choose to fn 
The price proposals will be opened In the prasence of the bidder's 
Taproseiatves who chose o attend at he ime and dato and al he addres o 
be advised by he Employer alor approval of na evaluation ofthe technical 
proposals 

Tre oa contract duralon for th projets 450 calendar de 

TRANSCO reserves ho йог any огай Bids without ofring any reaons, 
wae any required formally harain and lo make an award lo he bidder whose 
Broposall most advantageous to the government. 

‘A! communications shal be addressed o tha Chalman, Bids and Awards 
Gormtea at lorarnenoned acess. 


(Без) GUILLERMO R. REDOBLADO, 
Chairman 


Piu 18.228 29.2000) зрее 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘PNOG Energy Devlpsan Conporaton PNOC-EDC) tas teres contractors lo 
pole and 1o foto proc 


GENERAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR 
 BACHAN GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD (BGPF) 
EDC osot 
cred projet cosi в P0.722.780.04 05а charad against PNOC EDO tund. The 
ureter la wo t] yea 
"lolcalon отт lor eh nd e tdg documaris may bo secured iom tho 
ораза отти ората Group, Fon Bonteci (ob N:P. Calin) sang 
eê bation 9:30 AM 3:30 РМ upon payment ola ro «lundi вв ol 
Thousand 00000 
Formopupesuotciertyngcoraniseves,apre-bdeonornce м be held on June 22, 
DET PNOC EDC BEPF Admin Complex, Banga, Sorsogon. Sto парос 
helene tor Elly and sealed bids shali be cocaived by the PNOC-EDC 
Олда уннин bn at GS EUG et Pon Bulang Fo too 
Sorte ENS Mani, nel iter Ian 2:0 pom. on July 5,2006 (Contracts 
Мамадов Group Olea ‘and shall bo pusacry opened 
PNOC-EDC raros те right to піва any or al ide ог parts erect to wae элу 
тубе larem te accent euch bs ora awe any рап io work 10 алу rar 
надані тол oovamgecus o PNOC EDC 


BAC CHAIRMAN 


PTAA shooting 
contest postpone 


"THE PHILIPPINE TRAVEL AGENCIES ASSO: 
ciation (PTAA) together with the City of 
Manila headed by Mayor Jose L- Atienza, Jf, 
and Manila Sports Council chairman "АЙ" 
Atienza, the Presidential Assistant for Youth 
and Sports announce the postponement of 
PTAA/ ACCEL 3-Point and Free Throw shoot- 
ing contest to July 1, 1-10 p.m. at the San 
Andres gym in Malate, Manila. 

‘On behalf ofthe PTAA led by its President 
Jose C, Clemente Ill, rhe sports and fellowship 
‘committee Chairman Clarence Aytona opens 
the invitation o its members and to the public. 

Registration fee of P150 per category 
(free throw and 3-point) gives you a chance 
to win cash prizes: 5,000 for the winner, | 
93,000 forthe second placer and P2,000 for, 
the third placer. 

Five hundred participants will be accommo- 
‘dated ona “first соте first paid basis” on June 
29, 2006, For more details please call the 
PTAA Secretariat m 552-0026 28, 0906-472- 
(0370 or 0927-474-5271. 

‘Other sponsors include China Airlines, 
Lufthansa, British Airways, Asian Spirit, 
Duty Free, Skynet Travel, Asiana, Cebu Pa: 
‘lie, Macau Government Tourist Office, and 
Philippine Airlines. 5 
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NURSING 
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at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HS & HERS ишеп Contr 
бошбген leg. 
‘lento? 
8546583 атои 
007-8073744 


[BUY* SELL" PAWN] 
WATCHES 
JEWELRY 
DIAMONDS) 


More Classified Ads: 
ADB on Page B3, 
Transco on A9 & 
Supreme Court on A17 


By Daxim L. Lucas sues, especially if it strengthens the targeted opening date of “mi will address the concerns of issue,” the official said. 

re the governments claim over the 2007" stands, despite recent de- ying Takenaka and airline compa- Не explained that ће gov- 
‘THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE facility. vvelopments on the legal front. 1 j mies as to the governments ernments main motive in ask- 
able to start work on the moth- “If the decision gives the gov. _ Earlier this week, a Pasay court А claim of ownership,".the offi- ing the Pasay court to reconsid- 
balled Ninoy Aquino Internation- emment absolute writ of posses- judge denied the gov е Pasay judge rejected the cial said, requesting anonymi- er its earlier order was concern 
al Airport (Nala) Terminal 3 to sion, it will hasten the opening as petition to nullify its earlier order motion and affirmed the right of ty over which party would benefit 
make it ready for operations once MIAA will be able to exercise the for the paymen i Не was referring to Japanese from the funds, which current- 
initial compensation is paid to its act of ownership such as, but not billion to Philippine Internatior "m contractor Takenaka Corp. ly sits in an escrow account 
builders. limited to, issuing lease contracts Air Terminal Co. (Piatco) Another state official famil- which was responsible for with Land Bank of the Philip- 

"According to the Manila Inter- to airlines, doing invasive tests, builder of the facility е project said the building the terminal. It has so pines. 

national Airport Authority (МІ. completing unfinished work, 1а his ruling, Judge Jesus Mu- of the P3 billion far refused to complete the re- ` “The only concern of the gov. 
AA), the payment of the РЗ bil. etc," MIAA general manager A anch 117 denied th к maining 2 percent of the struc- ernment on ће P3-billion pay- 
lion as ordered by the Pasay Ску fonso Cusi said in a phone inter- E f ture pending additional com- ment is the distribution of the 
Regional Trial Court would facili- view. licitor General on behalf of the j pensation. money,” he said. "The govern- 
tate the opening of the controver- Не did not, however, commit government Partial payment of P3 ` “Both Takenaka and airline ment wanted the money to be 
Wa mor Seminal доа specific launch date for Ter- The motion was fled after the billion will establish the own- companies were hesitant to used to pay Takenaka and other 
sich has been bogged down by minal 3. Other government offi- mysterious collapse of a section ership and possession of the [enter into} contracts with Mi- subcontractors first, and not to 
‘Ownership and compensation is- cials familiar with the projectsaid of the Terminal 3's ceiling last ge jinal 3 and АА because of that ownership Piatco." 


f Get more : 
PL ЕУ | Value for |- DerositAmount Timers ats 
00 4 perfectly so why get a new |. your in Pesos LECH 
Ure remi cat Gne when you can have your 100,000- 499.999 | 4500 
own Makati pad instead? 500,000 - 999,999 | 5250 
Fully fitted, Fully furnished, тони. 4M 5500 
Я , Fully furnished, 
nerd irn Mur x um 
(Excluding loss from depreciation Condos. your money —— sm 


airs, Bad Fires, and tours of soul sae 
repairs, їп Tim 1,2 or 3-year term placement offers monthly cedit of interest. 
racking кайр from QC. tome e MES RSTn pes rere 


Мока Office) "s Deposit 


BA New sedan amortization: 


Text PSBANK PTO your пате» landline no.» <email address> then send to 
ЖЕЛ for Smart 5709179902227 for Gabe and other neruos 


gerewa TEST 


HE FORD ESCAPE Vers OL CHALLENGES WELCOME НИЯ 


Still the most powerful SUV in 


THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2006 


DOUBLE exposure 
to dining pleasure, / C3 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


PA- Chelo. | ШШ 
sms teodhack: Inquirer Ма rame/sge'chy message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or тан us at itestyle@ingurr.com.ph 


MONDAY ARTS & BOOKS e TUESDAY FITNESS © WEDNESDAY 2BU @ THURSDAY FOOD ^ 


STEAMED Stuffed Bean Curd 


Melts-in-your-mouth 
bean ENS 


т: HAS BEEN А ТОС OF [77 


war over whether soy-based 
products are actually good 


or harmful to your health. But of Ẹ E37 


late, close to everything seems 
harmful anyway! 

Nevertheless, itis quite true that when it 
comes to bean curd, its either you love itor 
you don't, When you do, it becomes a life- 
long penchant. 

Twas at the Peony Garden Restaurant at 
the Manila Pavilion a few weeks back to 
eee sample the delicate 
bean curd of chef Lee 
Yan Feng. He said 
that his goal was "to 
come up with leche 
flan-like tofu that 
melts in your 
mouth.” He extract 
ed soy milk from the 
Soy beans and 
steamed it himself 
This way, he said, 
was the only guaran- 
tee to get his tofu ex- 
actly the way he 


KITCHEN 
Rescu! 


Reggie Aspiras 


wanted it 

"The end result was worth itl The tofu 
melted in my mouth-—it was so soft, light 
and silky. After each mouthful, there was a 
craving for the texture all over again that 1 
could never seem to have enough of i. 

Chef Feng hails from a family of chefs 
from Pahang, Malaysia, specializing in Chi- 
nese-Malay cooking. Judging from his tofu, 
Тат certain he will be in business for a very 
long time. Call 5261212. 


1 would like to know the Tagalog for 
coco milk. If we go to the palengke and 
tell them kase. I understand there's some 
equipment used for extracting that, 
right? 

1. How long does it last without refrig- 
eration? 

2, How long does it last if carried un- 
derthe sun? 

3. What's the taste if taken as is? 

CHRISTLE 


Cute! So sosyal this question! But 1 love 
sosyal questions зо 1 will answer this one 
Just for you, Christe. 

*e Coconut milk is gata. Ifyou want to be 
more specific, kakang gata is the first ex- 
traction, also known as coconut cream, 
while gata is the second extraction or co: 
сопш milk, In Aslan cookery, coconut milk 
is classified into three: thick milk first ex- 
traction—pure, no water added; medium 
milk—is a combination of SO-percent thick 
miik and SO-percent thin milk; thin 
milk—after having squeezed for the first 
extraction, add 1 cup of tepid water to the 
coconut and squeeze again. 

ıe lf you want to simmer/cook with gata, 
the best to use is medium milk then once 
the dish is done, a final splash of kakang ga- 
ta or thick milk Is added allowing it to go 
through one boil to heighten the flavor and 
to develop that creamy consistency 


матус: 


REAUTY 


Chef Lee 
Yan Feng 
of Manila 
Pavilion’s 
Peony 
Garden 

¦ goes 
through 
the whole 

i harrowing 
process of 
tofu- 
making 

{ andthe 
resultis a 


Catch the 
loveable cot 
* пато юмо | 
PA Toil of Two Kites” 


| GARFIELD 


‘leche-flan’ 
texture 
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LOSE UP ТО 16 INCHES IN 60 MINUTES 
THE 7 Of CORE FAT BURNING PROGRAMME FOR MEN & WOMEN! 


===, 
е 
ХЫ 45 
а |PER DAY 


Aimches — op Full Fitness Programmes. First 25 slots. 


A NO JOINING FEES! CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 
en APPLY TO FU ТО! FULL эшш MEDICAL SUPERVISION AT ALL CENTERS. њос еле senes ot200 


| GREAT BUY 157 TREATMENTS 
E d Ls "ee аА Е REEI 


B IM. | 


To gently suction fat from i 
your:body without pain. 1 


"Dum m 
: poo» 


‘BODY FORMER 


DIAMOND ULTRAPEEL MASQUE 
For beautiful, smooth For firming and inch loss. Lose 1,000 calories 
white skin. while you relax 
-/ MESO WHITE “MESO REJUVENATION "COSMETIC FILLERS 
+ NUTRACELL-FACE -/ АЕТ REMOVAL LASER ACNE TREATMENT. 
V PERMANENT LASER HAIR REMOVAL “FACIAL SKIN WHITENING 


ALABANG <: 
BINONDO Th 
CALOOCAN 
CEBU Juna/A 
GREENHILLS A 
LEGASPI VILL 
MALATE 


CALL US 


mmersworld.com.ph 
immer sworld.com.ph 


C: . 


BEAN Curd with Century Egg 


THIS E-MAIL WAS FORWARDed 
by Filipino nurses working in 
Canada. 1 don't know where it 
originated from but the idea 
‘makes sense and itis so simple. 

To facilitate notification of next 
of kin during emergencies out- 
side the home, itis suggested that 
people should indude in their 
mobile phone builtin directories 
the word “ICE,” which should 
contain the number of the person 
ог persons to be contacted “in 
case of emergency” (СЕ). 

In an emergency situation, 
ambulance, hospital staff—even 
firemen and policemen—will 
then be able to find out quickly 
‘who a personis next of kin are 
and be able to contact them. OF 
course, emergency/rescue people 
have to be taught to ook for the 
word "ICE" in victims’ cell 
phones, 

Tt must be so frustrating for 
both emergency workers and vic- 
tims next of kin that there is often 
то way of knowing who to сай 
even if a cell phone is found. 
"Though some people would enter 
numbers for “mother” or “dad” ог 

‘wives, husbands and chil- 
dren's numbers do not usually get 
such descriptive entries. 

For more than one contact 
пате, there can be ICEI, ICE2, 
ICES, ecc. 

The only problem about 
adopting in the Philippines this 
sensible practice is, given the high 
incidence of cell phone theft, 
there is the risk that unscrupulous 
‘persons will use the ICE numbers 
to cause mischief. 


Feedback 

А reader, kiko seijuro@ya- 
hoozom, after reading "Winners 
can end up losers" (March В), 
sent the story of his own "good 
fortune. He received a text mes- 
sage saying he won P950,000. 
With only P200 in his pocket, he 
said he bought eload worth P60 
1o inquire about his prize. The 
person who answered told him, 
to claim his prize, he had to sub- 
it three colored ID pictures, po- 
lce clearance and barangay 
clearances, residence and binh 
certificates. She then asked for his 
bank account number where the 
prize money would be deposited 


| Ice, ice numbers 


THE 
CONSUMER 


But, she added, it was also part of 
the requirement that he should 
buy seven Smart Buddy and буе 
Globe Prepaid cards. 

The person, he sad, even gave 
те an address # he wanted to go 
their office to submit the require- 
mens personally. The address: 
GMA, Charity Foundation, 3/8 
Room 308, Central Bank of the 
Philippines, Vito Cruz, Malate, 
Manila, Admin. Office. People at 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
mot only deny the existence of 
suh а foundation in thei 
premises but also points out that 
their agency is no longer called 
the Central Bank) 

‘Kiko lament, which no doubt 
is shared by others who have 
been targeted by these unscrupu- 
lous individuals, *..mahirap па 
nga ako, pag hihirapin pa ako ng 
mga ew... 

Following another piece on 
bank charges, reader lenet- 
sai@yahoo corm reported that his 
bank charged Р50 for imer- 
branch deposit. "1 find this quite 
ridiculous. When online banking 
and ATM card were introduced, 
part of their marketing strategy 
was to promote the convenience 
of (this form of banking (as) cus- 
tomers did not have to travel to 
the branch where they had anac- 
count... to (make) deposits or 
withdrawals. Now that more and 
more customers are (availing of 
this) service, banks are taking ad- 
vantage (through) these charges. 

Meanwhile, Our thanks t 
both Sun and Smart for acing 
promptly on problems sent in by 
roseipanag@yahoo.com and dz- 
риди@уаһоо соп, respectively 


(Our regular columnist, Mariet- 
ta V Giron, is indisposed. Please 
send leners to The Consumes 
Lifestyle Section, Philippine Daily 
Inquires, Chino Roces Ave. cot 
Mascardo and Yague Sis, Makati 
City; PO Box 2353 Makati Central 
Post Office, 1263 Makati; or email 
Ibolido@inquireccomph —Edi- 
tor) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER - 


LIFESTYLE 
Melts-in-your-mouth bean curd ..... 


© Make sure that when you have your 
niyog grated, tell them to grate only the 
white portion. I notice that in the markets, 
without instructing them, they grate up un- 
tilthe bao. When this happens you have dis- 
colored coconut and when your coconut is 
discolored, the coconut milk too becomes 
discolored and fails to become nice, white 
and rich-looking hence, affecting the ap- 
pearance of your food. 

* Equipment for extracting gata? Your 
катау! Or you con use a potato ricer lined 
with a muslin cloth or just а potato ricer, 
straining the milk or the cream after it has 
been extracted. In Thailand, they have 
large coconut-milk extractors made of 
stainless steel but this is wise only if you are 
а restaurateur. 1 heard they have them in 
Quispo already, in Calle Echague. Or you 
can have one fabricated. 

1 suggest that coconut milk be extracted 
only before iis about to be шей. Or if you are 
pressed for time and have much to prepare, ex- 
tract and then leave in the refrigerator unt you 


INNO Restaurant and Bar at Sgt. Esquerra 
St. QC, offers Yakisoba and Gyudon. It 
‘caters for all occasions. Another branch is at 
5/F, ВРІ Buendia Center, Gil Puyat Ave., 
Makati City. Call 9226984 or 9289339. 


Rare delicacy make: 


CROWNE Plaza's Xin Tian Di Restaurant features. 
abalone, a rare delicacy, in a variety of exotic-tast- 
ing dishes like Sliced Abalone Sashimi served 
with Spicy Sauce or Braised Abalone with Oyster 
Sauce. Other specialty dishes include Doubie- 
Boiled Fish Maw Soup with Sliced Abalone: 
Braised Abalone rolled with Asparagus; and 
Sliced Abalone, Black Mushrooms. 

эла Sea Cucumber with Brown 
Sauce. Call 6337222. 


MANILA Pavilion's newest coffee shop, Seasons, 
is giving away invites to free lunch or dinner but- 
tetto those who wil have ether a full lunch or 
dinner buttet with two companions, The "Be Our 
Guest" promo runs until Oct. 31. Invitations can. 
be used to амай of the buffet featuring interna- 
tional dishes. Lunch is 11-30-3 p.m. and ine 
630-1030 p.m. Call 5261212 loc. 2318. Mez 
while, Sips and Bites promo at the hotel's Boulvar 


Searching for ‘singgang . . . m=- 


(you guessed it, the thin noodle). 
My companion noticed that 
steamed rice was called nasi puri. 
"The Chinese corner was quite 
popular. 1 waited with other peo- 
$e for the oyster ale ro be done 
uch patience was rewarded with 
3 hot, freshly cooked and ex- 
Yremely good oyster cake. There, 
foo, were roasted. duck and 
Grilled river shrimps. °, 
È The Indian chefs eiumierated 
Sach and every dish, as I looked 
around to make my choice—the 
ures, the tandgortchieken and 
reads sileh as паап.1 cose the 
inviting palak paneer, spinach 
jh white cheese, And, with 
Jar, the pappadum, crisp bread 
rade spicy with dots of black 
pepper 
F Local favorites were also pre- 
Sent at the appetizer, dessert and 
‘drinks sections. 
$ Since there is no &uch thing as 
ошзез in Asian cooking, one can 
have the appetizers anytime. 1 
Тай popiah, local lumpia with 
‘cooked singkamas as main ingre- 
‘dient, midway through my lunch. 
d probably didnt ook ike a loca 
есаше 1 was asked how hotl 


AVIEW of The StraitsKitchen dining area. 


wanted my popiah. 

‘The Indonesian vegetable sal- 
ай with peanut sauce, gado-gado, 
‘was made to order for a diner be- 
side me. 

Drinks included the local teh 
tarik, tea mixed with Carnation 
condensed milk. The brand 


cakes, such as the layered kuch 
lapis, and the iced dessert of ice 
| касал and chendol with its mix 
of coconut milk, brown sugar and 


red beans. 


‘There was such a crowd for 
lunch at the restaurant that seat- 
'ed 260. Most were Asians, with 
just a sprinkling of Westerners. 
‘Among the diners were were 
‘many Muslim women, ladies who 
lunch who had to be sure that the. 
place served halal food, cookery 


procedures 


and service according to Islamic. 
rules. The hotel worked together 
with the governing body of the Is- 
Jamie community to ensure that. 

Last April, during an overnight 
stay in Singapore on an assign- 
ment, 1 was fascinated by The 
Orientals buffet that included 
the local food, especially the otak 
otak (fish cake cooked in banana 
leaf) during breakfast. But The 
StraitsKitchen turned out to be 
‘even more amazing. 

hope Filipino food would get 
the same treatment here from in- 


seemed quite important, as some 
stalls in Singapore displayed the 
cans on their counters. That re- 
minded me of how we insisted on 
using evaporated milk (any 


brand) with ourkalo-halo,”+ ii termational 


Choices far dessert included,” just during food festival. lt should 
Malay as well as Nonya atiis bea daily offering 


DINING OUT 


are ready to use it. 

e1 buy my niyog as I need it. My mom 
buys it on her market day and freezes it. 
The day she needs it is when she extracts. 

‘© Bringing your gata to one boil with a 
pinch of salt, making it last longer. Be very 
careful as coconut milk spoils rather quick- 
ly and proper handling for your safety is re- 
quired 

‘© When picking out niyog, look at the 
bao. If it looks young, do not buy it. Young 
coconut hardly makes good milk material 
‘This time, old is better than young! 


a Вот long does it last if carried under 

© About your second question, why do 
you want to make pasyal with your gata or 
niyog? Seriously, the lesser it is exposed to 
direct sun or heat, the more sterile the con- 
ditions and the better the handling, the 
safer you and your coconut milk will be. 
Store in a cool place until it is ready for 
use. 


s for exotic dishes 


Restaurant and Music Lounge is available until 
June 30. 


THE HERITAGE Hotel's Restaurant Riviera pre 

‘sents during the whole month of June "багар 

est,” featuring Filipino favorites. The buffet 

lunch or dinner is priced at P950+ per person. 
Call 8548888. 


CASCADA launched recently new 
power lunch dishes, including 
Gartic-Butter Prawns in Aligue Coconut Cream. 
Sauce on Herb Pasta with Eggplant Tempura, 
Pork Sisig and Quail Egg Napoleon on Wonton 
Crisp. Cascada в at the 2/L, Greenbelt 3. 


ZHONGNANHAI Chinese Bistro at Greenbelt 2 of- 
fers special no-meat dishes: the ZNH Seafood 
Rice and Noodle Toppings and the ZNH Seafood 
Specials (a la carte). Сай 7581111 or 4593553. 
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What's the taste if taken as is? 
‘© Well, like strawberries! Joking! How 
oes it taste? Like gata! Try it 


My son's first birthday is due next 
month. Can you recommend a caterer 
that will not eat up all of my budget? 
Thanks. 

AP 


1was recently at my sister's for an office 
party for 200 people and Kusina ni Kambal 
Catered. To my surprise, the chapchae was 
good, making use of the real Korean noodle 
and not sotanghon; the chicken wings were 
yum and there was lumpiang ubod and bot- 
tomless iced tea. All for P100 per head! 
Don't really know what your budget is nor 
what you had in mind to serve but this 1 
think is pretty good! Lots of food! Call 
9331218. 


E-mail the author at raspirasQinquirercom.ph 


BLACKBEARD'S Seafood 
Island features Grilled 
Hawaiian Ulang. The 
restaurant offers barbecue 
favorites, hot plates, Seafoods 
in Fisherman's Sour Broth, 
Crabs a la carte, Crabs by the 
Basket, Fresh Visayan Blue 

© Crabs/Califoria, Prawns and 
ae Lobster Treasures, Oysters 
ff and Clams, Barbecue and 
Я Deop-fried Trippings, Grilled 
Ў Seafood and Fish Selection, 
j Seafood Rice, vegetables and 
‘op desserts. All-day breakfast is 
~| available. Branches are 
located at Festa Market! 
| Markett, Fort Bonifacio, 

„7 ` Global City, and Shopwise 
‘Araneta Center. Call 9135701 
and 8867692. 


at Westgate Alabang presents Island 
Barbecue Feasts, barbecue and jumbo belly 
chops grilled with a choice of Manila Smoke, 
Teriyaki Adventure, Adobo Rub and Olive Oil 
and Herbs; and Mess of Steaks, grilled US 
Angus beef cuts with two side dishes 
(macaroni salad, potato salad, mashed 

potatoes, island fries, chili beans, summer 
veggie mix). Call 7712291 or 7712289. 


HEALTHY AND EXOTIC 
СРК offers hot new dishes for 2006 that are 
yummy, healthy and exotic-tasting. 
еу include Chipotle Chicken Pizza, Milan 
izza, Avocado Club Eggrolls, Szechuan 
Orange Chicken Lettuce Wraps, Clam. 
‘Chowder, Thai Crunch Salad and Shanghai 
Garlic Noodles. 
CPK has branches at Glorietta 3, Ayala 
Center Makati; Corte de las Palmas, Alabang 
Town Center; I/F, Bridgeway Shangri-La Mall; 
Belaggio Square, Tomas Morato; and the 
newly opened CPK in Promenade Greenhills. 


AVOCADO Club Egg Rolls chunks of fresh 
avocados, chicken, tomato, Monterey Jack 
‘cheese and applewood smoked bacon, 
‘wrapped in a crispy Wonton roll and served 
with ranchita sauce or herb ranch dressing 


Three days 
of cooking demos 


TIENDESITAS PRESENTS ‘A 


Catered Айай 


and delivery of food 


by Tamayos 


Carlo the Caterer. 
hotel chains, and not 


Taste of Manila” 
June 23-25, 

Former First Lady Amelita 
“Ming” Ramos will formally 
open on June 23 the three-day 
‘event that will be participated 
in by some of the country s best 
food caterers, restaurateurs, 
canteen owners, food conces 
sionaires and gourmets 

‘Guests can learn about the 
catering business and get some 
tips from successful caterers. 

Тһе first day will feature а 
fashion show followed by cook- 
ing demos for Nestlé by Swan 
Catering, for Century Tuna by 
Red Chef Catering, for Ajinomo- 
to by Swan Catering, for Nestlé 

Catering, 

Unilever by Swan, for Del Monte 
by Josialis Catering, for Silver 
Swan by VS&F Classic Food 
nel, and for Clara Olé by Juan. 


More cooking demos will be 
held the next day: Nestlé, Josi- 
ah's Catering; Silver Swan, The 


Red Chef Catering; Nestlé, Hi- 
zon's Catering; ` Ajinomoto, 
у$аР Classic Food inl. 
Unilever, Al Navarro Catering; 
Silver Swan, Juan Carlo the 
Caterer, Unilever, Josiah’s 
Catering; and Century Tuna, 
Hizon's Catering. A bartending 
show will be presented by Del у 
Monte. i 

The third day wil fere 
cooking demos for Unilever by 
“Tamayo's Catering; Del Monte, 
Kusina ni Kambal; Clara Ol, 
VS&F Classic Food Intl; Centu- 
ту Tuna, Juan Cario the Caterer; 
Ajinomoto, Kusina пі Kambal 
Catering Cooking Demo; Nestlé, 
Kusina ni Kambal Catering; 
Clara Olé, Al Navarro Catering. 

"The event will also feature 
performances by John Arcilla, 
Romell Santiago, and soloists 
‘Atom and Marivic; String Min- 
uel Quartet; Rondalla; and 
Marikina Dance Gi 

Tiendesitas is on Ortigas Av- 
enue and E, Rodriguez Jr Av- 
enue (C5) in Pasig City. 


and “A 


for 
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PAN-SEARED Chicken in Posto 
‘Sauce from Salt and Popper 


of dining 


By Pam Pastor 


OW CAN YOU BE IN TWO 
Н: at the same time? 
Mandy Moore and Shane 
West had the solution in ‘A Walk to 
Remember” and that was by stand- 
ing on the border of North Carolina 
and Virginia, But how can you be in 
two restaurants at the same time? 

Salt and Pepper and In Love With Sweets 
have the answer. 

Managed by the people behind Play & 
Display (yes, the fab furniture place), Salt 
and Pepper and In Love With Sweets are ги 
different dining concepts tharshare a locz- 
Чоп, s 


Fusion for families 

Salt and Pepper is a casual dining restau- 
rant that aims to give its customers value for 
money. "We want to offer good food, nutri 
tious food at affordable prices, said general 
manager Geena Llamanzares. 

Located along Ayala Avenue, Salt and 
Pepper attracts a lot of people from the sur- 
rounding offices. But at night and on week- 
ends, it becomes a hotspot for families and 
for people who want to unwind. 

"The menu is a fusion of Western, Mediter- 
ranean and Asian delights. With servings 
meant to be shared, Salt and Pepper is a 
great place for family gathering and other 
large groups. 

Bestsellers include Calamares (served 


with wasabe mayo dip and prawn 2 


crackers), the Chicken 
Grispies (crunchy marinat- 

ed chicken skin served with ¢ 
а special dip), Chicken Tem- 
pura (breaded chicken fillet 
served with tempura sauce), 
Fisherman's Catch (fried assorted 
seafood served with onion rings), 
Oriental Chicken Salad (tender grilled 
chicken breast on top of garden д 
greens and crispy noodles with oriental Чым 
sesame dressing), Crab and Corn Salad 
(wedges of crabmeat stick, corn kernels, 
tomatoes, bell peppers and parmesan 
cheese), Sesame Mahi-Mahi (pan- 

seared mahi-mahi fillet with 

sesame seeds served with ff 

lemon sauce), Sole Piccati 

(egg-coated fish fillet with 

parmesan cheese and herbs, 

Served with cubed tomatoes 

and capers sautéed in butter; with 


Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc 


BANANA Fritters à la mode 


— MGE E and fres 
LSS 


TC buttered vegetables), 
y Sal and Pepper Rib Bye 
and Beef Oriental (tend 
beet st 
vory orienta 
room, asparagus and bell рер. 
per on top of steamed Jasmine 
E 
Their burgers and sandwiches are al- 
so popular 
Rey ао have specia Pilipino and inter- 
national breakfast packages available for 
st P99. Coffeelovers wl. appreciate 
thal Siphon Brewed Coffe Blend. 
Sat and Pepper also serves cock 
aie 


Romance with sweets 
In Love With Sweets is a 
bakery café that offers pizza, 
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FROM In Love with Sweets, Kiwi Dark Dark Choco Cocktail and... 


"ad Sn 
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Salt and Pepper and 
In Love With Sweets 
share one location 
and a desire to serve 
good food at 
affordable prices 


pasta, sandwiches, breads and mouth-wa- 
tering desserts. Its glass-enclosed kitchen 
offers a clear view of their chef and bakers 
as they work. “We want to give our guests 
the assurance that everything here is pre- 
pared not only to taste good but that proper 
hygiene and cleanliness are being observed 
асай times,” Llamanzares said. 

Bestsellers include the Frutti Di Mare Piz- 
та (topped with calamares, shrimps and 
mozzarella cheese), Chicken Fajita Pizza 


(topped with BBQ chicken, green bell pep- 
per, onions, olives and mozzarella cheese), 
Chicken with Walnuts and Cream Cheese 
Sandwich (chicken breast fillet on a freshly 
baked wheat loaf with cream cheese and 
walnuts) and the Honey-Glazed Ham with 
Cheese (honey-glazed ham sandwiched in 
freshly baked ciabatta and topped with 
cheddar cheese). The Thai Spicy Pasta (fet 
tuccin pasta in special peanut flavored 
sauce with peeled shrimps, bell peppers and 
leeks sprinkled with parmesan cheese) isa 
flavorful adventure for the palate. 

‘Their Banana Fritters à la mode (banana 
spring rolls topped with vanilla ice cream 
and chocolate ganache) is a wonderful way 
to end a meal. Their version of halo-halo, 
That's Cool (made of eight different ingredi- 
ents topped with chocolate ice cream), is al- 
зоа great choice. 

In Love With Sweets offers cakes in three 
different sizes—eutie, midi and grande 
Popular cake selections include La Sonata, 
Dolce De Leche, Yoyo Oreo, Scott Mousse, 
Sinful Decadence, Choco Walnut, Tartufo 
and Cheesecake. 

The best partis, no matter where you sit, 
you can order from both places. 

Diners who fall in love with the cutlery, 
cups, dishes, chairs, tables and even the 
cozy sofas at both restaurants would be glad 
to know that they're available at Play & Dis- 
play stores. (There's one right beside the 
restos.) 

The two restaurants share more than just 
their owners and the doorway that connects 
them, The attention to details and the invit- 
ing ambience are two more things they have 
in common. “We want a happy place,” said 
Llamanzares. And thats what they have. 

‘Salt and Pepper and In Love With Sweets 
are located at G/F Security Building, 6797 


1 Ayala Ave. corner VA. Rufino Street Makat 


Get more shots with a 


Call 8876363, Business hours are from 7 
a.m.-10 p.m. on weekdays and after midnight. 
on weekends. 


Email the author at ppostor@inquires 
com ph 
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Searching for ‘singgang’ 
and ending up in Singapore 


¥ CURIOSITY WAS 
stoked by an item on a 
menu sent to me, a Malay 


menu, to be exact. It said, fish 
singgang. For the expatriate guests at 
the dinner, singgang was described as 
ahot and sour soup. 
Was it the same as our sinigang? 
Having no Malay recipe book, 1 
searched through the Internet in- 
stead. Out ofthe many 
entries, what caught 


pines, 1 
dish called sinigang na 
manok" 

T made a note to 


зау, especially since the author wrote 
that they never cooked singgang with 
chicken and that manok in Malay 
‘meant any wild fowl, certainly not 
the domesticated chicken. 

А further search showed that 
chicken (ayam) singgang was cooked 

‘Sumatra, Indonesia. 

So what is the Malay singgang, 
specifically as cooked in Terengganu, 
Malaysia where the blog author is 
from? 

He described his mother's singgang 
as containing “tamarind, asam gel- 
ugur, lengkuas, salt and whole red 


LAKSA, a rich noodle curry dish 


chillies, and maybe a clove or two of 
garlic. Pride of place in the singgang 
was a tuna fish (ikang aya), prefer- 
ably its head." 


Sounds similar 

That sounds very much like our 
own sinigang. And it helped that a 
photo of asam gelugur (Garcinia atro- 
viridis) was posted. It was the round. 

shaped kamias 
though 1 dont 
know the local 
name for it. And, 
just like the 
kamias, the au- 
thor said the as- 
sam gelugur was 
“sliced thinly, then 
dried in the sun as 
asam keping, sliced asam, used as a 
favoring in cooking.” 

We also dry our kamias but leave it 
whole, and ir ends up a wrinkled gray, 
dried fruit used to flavor sinaing na 
tulingan (slow-cooked mackerel 
pressed in salt). 

The lengkuas is langkawas to us 
and galangal in Thailand. This kind of 
ginger, however, is not among the in- 
gredients of the classic sinigang. 

Unlike our sinigang, which is an ev- 
exyday dish, Malay singgang can also 
be a special event dish. The author 
wrote how, a day or two before the 


ICE KACANG is akin to the halo-halo. 


Eid (the Islamic holiday marking the 
end of Ramadan, a month of fasting), 
the women of the house cooked 
singgang, leaving the fish inside so 
the bones became soft. He described 
the result as “coconuty accompani- 
ment to the nasi dagang, rice that's 
such a ritual to make." 

One can presume that coconut 
milk is added at the end, a totally dif- 
ferent singgang from our sinigang. 


Noʻsinggang’ 

Its jus too bad I didn't get to sam- 
ple the singgang on a visit to Singa- 
pore last week. The 
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cooking of that island. 
state encompasses 
Malay, Chinese, Indi- 
ап and Perenakan, 
the mixture of Malay 
and Chinese unique 
to Singapore. 

On the invitation 
of the Singapore 
Tourism Board, we 
tasted different cui- 
sine at both hawker- 
style stalls and in 
куе at the Grand 
Hyatt. 

T was glad to re- 
turn to Maxwell М: 
ket where 1 tasted 
very good Hainanese 
chicken rice on my 
first visit to Singa- 
pore. The place is 
much bigger now but. 
still as full as before. 
My companions and I 
lined up for our per- 
sonal favorites, mine 
the chicken, al- 
though we shared 
some other dishes 
like the Perenakan 
laksa, a rich coconut. 
curry noodle dish. 

We also had bak 
kut teh that was like 
pork ribs nilaga, al- 
though we cook pork. 
as sinigang. And the 
carrot cake that was 
really radish cake be- 
cause the Chinese re- 
gard radish as white. 
carrot, 

We ended ош 
meal with their ver- 
sion of the halo-halo 
or the ice kacang and 
banana fritters, the 
fruit covered in bat- 
ter and then fried. 

As forthe high-end 
presentation of Sin- 
gaporean food, it 
made те envious 
that local food was 
given such attention 
in an international 
hotel. 

‘The StraitsKitchen 
of the Grand Hyatt is 
a buffet of, yes, what. 
can be found in 
Maxwell Market, as 
well as in that other 
famous hawkers 
place, Newton Cen- 
tre, that will open at 
its old location at the. 
end of the month af- 
ter a huge renova- 
tion. 


Local cooking 
Staitskitchen is 
similar to many buf- 
fet places in our he 
tels, tables in every 
Е nook and comer and 
1 individual show 
H Kitchens. But, Instead 
of having a Japanese 
table, salad bar pasta 
i bar or gil, all the 
5 different cuisine of 
1 Singapore are repre- 
1 sented, 
Many people at the 
машу comer were 
waiting for satay 


тиз re ا‎ 


‘There was bee hoon 
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